It was ‘all change’ for DWAS back in 1978. The
membership fee (£1-50 per year) had just been
introduced and CT, previously a free swaps and
pen-pals newsletter, replaced TARDIS as the
Society’s monthly newsletter, funded by the
membership fee, instead of being sold in its
own right as TARDIS had been.

For the front page of each edition bar one that
year, the Society’s historian Jeremy Bentham,
(and on one occasion CT editor Gordon Blows)
produced a mock-up newspaper headline, in-
spired by the events of a particular Doctor Who
story. At this point season 15 was the most re-
cent.

The July edition was the exception—the cover was giv-
en over to news of the intention to show all four epi-
sodes of ‘An Unearthly Child’ at the forthcoming Pan-
opticon convention (eventually only the first episode
was acquired for that event).

Back then CT was produced from stencils and printed
on a ‘roneo’ duplicator. The magazine was typically six
sides and stapled in the left hand corner. It took until
half way through 1979 for CT to be printed profession-
ally (litho).

Re-produced here are the original front pages to each
CT from 1978. You will also find an additional item
from a later CT which heralded the return for the fea-
ture, to which many readers went on to contribute
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Chesterton Wright
Dateline:
Tuesday,
November 26th 1963,
Qreport by

J. JEREMY BERTHAN,

0.'..0.0..0.0.0.0.‘0

HAVE YOU /
SEEN THESE ..,
PEOPLE? }2

POLICE are today searching the Southern
Counties for three people, believed missing
since lagt Friday evening, The two adults and
a scheolgirl were reported missing by the
Headmaster of Coal Hill Secondary School when
all three failed to. turn up for classes
yesterday, Police Officers were called in as

telephone calls to the homes of the two adults, school teachers Ian
Chesterton and Barbara Wright, failed to yield any information as
to0 their whereabouts., Subsequent enquiries of friends and colleag-
ues revealed the two had not been seen at their residences since

the: Friday.

Further depths have
been added to the my-
stery by the discov-
ery of the car
belonging to Ian Che-
sterton abandoned out
gide a junk yard in
Totters Lane; South
London, Forensic ex-
perts were called in
and they agreed +that
the vehicle had 'been
there since late Fri-
day afternoon, As a
further coaplication
to what is already
described as by one
detective, " a baffl-
ing case of disappea~

rance," the junk yard
address is registered
with Coal Hill School
for being the home of
the 15 year old misg-
ing pupil, Susan
Foreman, Attempts to
trace the owner of

. the yard, a Mr, I, M,

Foreman, supposedly
the girl's grandfath-
er, have so far met
with negative results
A spckesman for

Scotland Yard, comme -
enting on the case,
said today, "This has
all the elements of a
first class nystery.

Our boys have found
traces of footprints
belonging to three,
possibly four pecple,
who must have entered
the yard on Friday
evening." Ee wenu on
to remark, "The rezl-
1y strange thing is,
'though several peop-
le obviously entered
the premesis, ncne
appear to have left,
It's as though they
suddenly and inex.
plicably, vanished off
the face of the
Baxth" )
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INTRUD
FROM
SPACE 7

E

REMAREABLE STORY FROM EFPING FOREST

Brigadier ILethbridge

Stowert
PP e s st t bl ranrNarn

Dateline:
VWednecday
Jenuvary 2nd 1975,

report by
@ . dereny Benthem,

stoBssGI I RAbsrtbndr

However, our corre-
apondant at Asnbridge
Cottege Hospital in
Epping reported that
during the afternoon
the hody of a civi-
lian, found unconcio~
us in the forest, was
brouvght in and, at
present, his conditi-

-on cannot be diagnow-

ged by doectors.
Hilitaxry guards
have heen placed,
around the body, but
Brigadier Lehtbridge
Stewart, in charge of
the 1nVe3tigative
team, has refused to
comment on the point
thal the man vies in-

Early yesterday, heavy military vehicles

- rolled into the Essex countryside and procee~

ded to cordon off a large arsa oI Epping
Porest in what ie believed o be a massive
search for am objeet that fell from space in
the earlier houra of that morning.,

The nature of the object has not been dis-
closed a2a yst, but observers have ppecuvlated
it may be of extra terrestisl origin, Official sources have warned
the public %o stey clear of the forest but have refused to etate if
there is any cause for alsrm,

feécted by any foxrm of
dangerous radiation,
Brigadier Lethbrid-
ge Stewart later iss-~
ued a statement
denying the rumours
of a erashed: flying
sauwcer, ineisting
that tﬁe device they
are gearching for is
space nardware from
the British lars
Probe programne,
Ashbridge itself is
no strenger to fall-
ing stars. Six months
ggo & arall shower of
neteorites fell in =z
ginilar aroo, danger-
ously close to the

locel factory of
tputo FPlastics Ltkd.!
A small sesrch was
mounted, but no trac-
es of tﬁe meteors
were ever found,

The investigation
continues. ..
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MYSTERY DEAT

HORROR ON FANG ROCK

SENIOR DETECTIVES of the Devon Constabulary
have been directed by Parliament to begin a
full investigation into the so far unexplai-
ned deaths of M.P., James Skinsale; member
for Thurleigh, and City financier Lord Palme
erdale, whose bodies were found, with those
of four others, on FANG ROCK nghthouse

s e eesesccsesess e

D ateline:

Thursday .

August 5th 1909,
e,report discovered
“in the DEVONSHIRE

MERCURY by J. Jeremy

Benthanm,

'...'.0’.......0....

boatmen from a nearby
station had called on
the island following
indications of ship
wreckage and damage
to0 the lighthouse
structure from coast-
al observers.,

An initial. 1nquest
showed 8ll deaths to
have been due to sho-
ck arising from con-
tact with electrical
current. Though two
of the bodies, inclu-
ding that of Lord
Palmerdale, had also
shown signs of physi-
cal mutilation, A
constable stated that
while the causes of
death were now known,
no clue has been fou-
nd as yet for the
circumstances,

The lighthouse had
recently been instal-
led with an electri-
city-genecrating device
but it has been cate-
gorically stated that
none of the dead had
been found in the
proximity of the mo~
chine,

early last Tuesday.

News of the horrific discoveries on FANG

ROCK was telegraphed to London after life-

'James‘Sklnsale'M P

unidentifiable,
Police are now worke-
ing of the assumption
of murder caused by
person's unknown who
are believed to have
absconded the island
before the discovery
of this hideous crime

Medical evidence has
given the myster its
most baffling slant
so far., According to
examining doctors,
the body of one of
the keepers had been
sub jected to an inte-
nse and thorough post

mortem after death as

well as prolonged
immersion in the sea,
Furthermore, the
corpse of James Skin-
sale was found lying
in a pool of repell-
ant green slime that
has to date, remained

Doctor Who

CONVENTION

Report
Special

pr ittt

FIRE BALL SEARCH

" ABANDONED

Mr. Tom Oliphant,
local astronomer and
Fellow of the Royal
Astronomical Society,
has announced he is
calling off the sear-
ch for the two fire-
balls that were seen
falling towards the
sea off the Devon
coast last Sunday ev-
ening,

e S e
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THE GHOST GITY...

LB AL L B L B I L B BB B R B BN

Dateline:

Sunday

January 2lst 1968,
report by
J, Jeremy Bentham,

ASs S trrtrantenrasarvrean

fears for the sefety of those still await
the environs of the capital.......

Civil and nilitary
authorities, whc have
been on full alert
since ‘Lthe first appe-
arance of the killer
mist two weels agq,
‘are reported to be
etretched to capsecity
in hendling thie mam-
oth operation of
unparalleled magnitu-
de, Schools, church
halls, gymnasiums, 4in
fact every sizeable
_building as far away
ags Hatfield and Red-
hill has been coman-
deered o house the
nillions of London
people now being
evacuated from the
danger zone,

The actual source of
the nist has yet to
be tracked dovm, tho-
ugh a government
spokesman from the
committee which iden-—
tified the fog as a
chenical secret weap-
on from the last war,
-houged in Tondon in
case of 4nvasgion,
comnented all records
were now veing chneck~

L ONDON KILLER

MIST SPREADS

he evaeuwation of centrel London continwves today =mid growing

ed to find the secyret
location of the leok—

ing pas,

Colonel Pemberton,in
caarge of the milita-
ry operations has
givern the latest sca~-
le of the area afiec-
ted by the nist, It
now rovghly spans the
underground railway's
Circle Line circum~
ference and observers
are acutely concernad
for Londont'z 'outer
rina' should wind
speeds increase,

Sinzce the aorupt
closure of the Under-
ground networik last
Thursday trensporte-—
tion of all those
without cars is being
carried oulb by army
lorries and British
Rail services outaide
the central zone,

A report in yester-
day's evening papers,
row being printed in
Wanchester, concern—
ing & gighting of a
lerge, fur covered

ing clearance within

monster! hes now been
officinlly denied,
The animzl]l WasS appa~
rently a bear escaped
irom London Zoo vhich
nas now been
rocapiured,

THIS [S5UE*
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B,B,C. switchboards
were jammed lasy
night =8 calls from
irate viewers flooded
in protesting at the

' handling of the

broadcast from the

ercheological dig at
Devil's End, Wilt-
shire,

Among the calls
were several from the
Royal Scciety who
complained bitterly

>

record of 1
tion of the "Devil's
Hump", became instead
2n excuse for mass

media sensationelism
hezvily laden with

suggeations of witch-

eraft and black magic

Dateline:
Saturday May lst 1976
o report by

. Jderemy Bentham,

e s P e v PO PrEPITITRIRST TN

A11 through the
coverage oI the exca—

vation, supervised by |
: terested viewers were
| totally wapreparead

Professor Gilvert
I“orner, emphasis hed
been laid upon the
amacabre history cof
the district and par-

| ticuarly upon the
| previcus expeditions

that nad always, some
how, eanded in failure
for the organisera,
The culmination to
the latest attempt to
unravel the mystery
o2 the llump was to
have been last night:
April 30; Beltene;
greatest occull fes-

save for lialloween,
The stage had been
carefully set by Pro-
fessor Jdorner and
Alistair Fergus, re-
norting for "Nation-
wide" and “Tonighi",
to co~-incide with the
final opening of the
burial nound with the
chimes of midnight,
Even during earlier
bulletins it had been
suggested that this
dig was to be like
none other. What in-

for was the sudden
appearance, dead on
midnight, of a wild-
eyed figure in a vel-
vet cape followed by
a sudden, and so far
inexplicable blackout
of telewvised itrans—
mission,

Barry Letts, execu-
tive Producer for the
broadcast, denied
this morning eny alt-
cupt £t a hoax on the
part of the B,B.C.
and attributed the

blame to technical
failure caused by
freak weather condi-
tions in the area,
Bven in the early
nowrs of this morning
the Post Office emn-
owced that telepnone
links to Devil's Eng
were atill cut of
action pending fur-
ther investigation by
engineers,

A spokesman for the
E,E.C, scoffed at the
irtimations of demon-
ic intervention being
responsible for the
events at the dig and
perported only that
the televieion crew,
on=site since the ea-
riy days of the dig,
ned been recalled in
one c¢f the few phone
cells to get throuch
before the sudden,and
total olackout of
communication with
the district.

¥ ocal Groups

notices inside

vival of the year
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SERIAL
Al TH

}. Possibly the hest
|news any DOCTOR WHO
Ifan could hope to he-
{axr! This year at -
1"PanoptiCon '78" +the
1Doctor Who Apprecia-
tion Society will be
{screening, for the
|first time outside of
BBC transmission, a

as if this were not
jenough, it will be
the very first! This
jclassic serial con-
tains the unforgeta-
ble "Unearthly Child!
with the three follo-
wing instalments
which trace the Doc-—
tor, Susan and their
unwilling companions’
Tan and Barbara
through the hazards
of 'The Cave of Sku-
1lls', *'The Forest of
Fear' and !'The Fire-—
maker?t,

ORGINAL
PR WHQ

DVWAS CONV

‘Doctor Who series,and

Surely PanoptiCon is
now an event you
cannot - must not -
miss? For as well as
this magnificent
centrepiece we also
offer a host of other
attractions: Tom
Baker, Mary Tamm,
John Leeson, Terrance
Dicks, Gerry Davis,
Robert Holmes, Dick
Mills, Mat Irvine,

-Antony Read, Frazer

Hines, Carole Ann
Ford, and the list is
not complete yet!

Mat Irvine will be
conducting a new lec-
ture on Special Effe-
cts, and Dick Millse
will be complementing
him with a talk on
Sound Effects. A lon-
ger and better Fan-
zine Sale is planned,
More props from the
BBC have been prom-

.‘_&in with new contents

Invasion Earth' plus:

Drama. Dept, film

4 tiCon 78" then TTME
—— 15 RUNNING OUT!

ENTION

|40p plus a lerge sae

ised, and our own
displays will be en-
larged., The slide
show will appear aga-

and we will be re-
showing the BFI ex-
tract from 'Daleks

the full-length film
version, Our own

*Ccean in the Sky!
will be shown in the
amateur films secti-
on,

If you still haven't
registere or Panop-

PANOPTICON 1978

Only a few weeks to
g0 and places are go-
ing fast so get those
forms in quickly, we
can no longer promise
places for you!}

All enguiries should
be sent to me, Keith
Baxrnfather at the
Convention Office (49
Hillier Road, Batter-
sea, London SW1l 6AX).
as soon as possible,
If you have any prob-
lems with your booke_
ing at all then plea~
se let me know, I can
hold places for you.

Note: A review of
last year's conventi-
on is in the latest
DWAS Yearboock Price

with 15p in postage
on it also from the
Convention Office.
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Dateline:

‘Monday

March 9th 1981.
.report by

¥ J, Jeremy Bentham.
FOLLOWING WERKS OF
pressure {rom public and
Oppoaition bodies, the
Home Secretary today gave
the go-shead for a full -
acale enquiry intc the op=
erstions of the British
Division of UNIT. The en=
quiry will investigate the
allegations of groas in-
fringements under home and
international law suppose=~
dly perpetrated by the
soientifio and military
body in this country aince
its formetion by United
Nations treaty over ten
years ago. :

Since that date, the
activities of UNIT =~
commanded in Britain by
Brigadier Alistair
~ Lethbridge-3tewart - have
been hidden by a security

blanket, though it i=m
known that several M.P.s
have complained in
Parliament over the way
in which the organisation
has handled several of the
incidents in which it has
been involved.
A move to open an en-~
1 quiry four years ago by
the then Minister of
Ecology, after the de-
struction of the
Fanorama Chemicals plant
in Scuth Wales was narrow-
1y quoshed in the interes-
ts of national security.
However, news this week

has emerged of the poss~

Brigadier Letnoridge
Stewart returns.

ible murder of prominent
City finsnoier Harrisem
Chaze in the air raid

upon his country residence
in Surtey, apparently
commisioned by UNIT. Thia
astonishing claim was made
by several of Herrison

Chase's business colleaguegagreement whereby regular

following the so far un~
explained sir esttack last -
week, compounded with the
disappearance of the
recluse millionaire.

Local bodies have sub=
atantiated the olaim, giv~
ing eye-witness reports of

the dombing which razed thgbrought to bear on any
i 16th Century house to the

ground. Further condemn-
ations of UNIT's actions
have atretched to acousing
the troops of using flame
throwers on the unigue
plant collecticn owned by
Harrison Chagse; believed
by meny to be the largest
single collection in
private hands..,.
Brigadier Lethbridge-
Stewart, hurriedly recall-
ed from Geneva laat night,
refuszed to comment on the
matter to reporters, add-
ing only that he would be
expecting a full report

UNIT

on the operation from the
officer in charge, Major
Beresford.

The air raid on the home
of Harrison Chase haa
brought sharply inoto
questicn the powers granted
ta UNIT by international

army, navy and alr forge
equipment and personnel
can be enliasted, without
prior Farliasmentary
approval, for active use
by UNIT. This, in effect
means, that live shells
and ammunition can be

locetians and persons
selected by the UNIT
commanders, whose only
responsibility is to the
United Nations ascurity
body in Switzerland.

In a country now prid-
ing itself for its lead in
peaceful digsarmanent, this
state of affairs is
clearly viewed with offio-
al trepidstion and it is
expected that the forth-
coming public enquiry
will lead to stringent
curbs on UNIT's power in
Britain.

. The epquiry chairman
will o sppointed
tomorrew.
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AT GAS R

BOTAGE

EFIN

CRY

THREE HELD AS PRESSURES DROP AGAIN

The refinery was
opened late last year
to handle the rich
supplies of natural
gas being brought to
the surface by the
three rige operating
off-shore in the
area,

® 0 9 € OO P 0SSOSO O8I0 e

Dateline:
Monday

«(March 18th 1968.
b\-eport by
J. Jeremy Bentham.

® 2 00 0 0 0 0 00 @0V O PO O RO

A government decisi--
on made earlier this
nonth, justified on
the grounds of the
predicted size of the
gas field, made the
plant the chief sup-
rlier of gas to the
entire region as &
pilot scheme, Results
from this project
will show the gas
board the likely con-
sequences when the
entire country is
converted to North

Sea Gas in the under-

taking scheduled for

| completion in the

early Seventies,
For several weeks

‘now, reports have

been coming in of gas

leaks, unexplained
‘pressure drops and of

problems on the rigs
themselves,
Commenting on the
troubleg, a spokesman
for the gas refinery
denied categorically
all rumours of any
industrial action

“being taken by the

engineers aboard the
rigs, and added that
&8 soon as the reaso-
ns for the communica-

“'tions blackout are

discovered, appropri-
ate actlon will be
teken,

Asked to explain
last night's, and
previous pressure
drops, the spokesman
went on t6 mention
that three people had
been arrested yester-

THOUSANDS of homes in the North Eastern area were on reduced gas
pressure last night as supplies again ran low following further
trouble at the refinery on the Sunderland coastline, '

day afternoon when
found tampering with
the main sea pipeline,
No news has yet been
released but it is
understood that the
three - & woman and
two men -~ are being
detained and
guestioned under sus
picion of sabotage, A
further statement is
expected this evening

e
special
iNnvitation
for

you

oEe

Page

2
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FOLLOWING DAYS of agitation by UNIT Brigadiexn

T?l?,;zﬁg‘;& Alistair Lethbridge Stewart to raid Thinktank
June 28 1979 ~ the Govermment sponsored home of British
report by scientific inguiry, the military force have
~ordon Blows found the offices and laboratories deserted
v : and abandoned,

in an official statement this morning, a
spokesman for British UNIT has denied rumours
of nuclear warfare threats from a small group of scientific elite,
nelieved “o have been working for Thinktank,

Cause for these
~unours have been

FPEEEEEE IR S A

TNIT's interest in UNIT troops upon the [team remain in the
the recent murder of Scientific Reform grounds, As heavy
Junior Cabinet Mini-~ |Society — 2 group to |artilery trundles in-
ster Joseph Chambers, | which many leading 0 the area, no

who, it is thought, scientists are mem- further statements,

gas in possession of | bers, and a society apparently, are to be
particular documents that is treated with |made., The whole affa-

regarding nuclear respect in higher ir has become very
disarmament, Connec-~ | Government circles, Top Secret, What,

ted to this occurance Curiously, having . exactly, is this
was the sudden and | found Thinktank des—~ | 'Secret Army' up to

brutal raid by the erted, the Brigadiexr's { now?
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. zeventy-eight rune to

» Saturday

P

ENGLAND
COLLAPSE

ELABORATE _STUNT HERALDS AUSTRALIAN VICTORY

from Sporting Correspcondant J., Jeremy

SOUTENTS from Surrey University are being blamed tonight for a
spectacular hoax which disrupted play for several vital minutes,
and cost England the Ashes, during the final

Oval this afternoon,
From a seemingly
hopeless position at
the start of their
second innings, the
Znglish batsmen had
fought bacikc gamely
during the moraing,
and scoring two half
centuriesa before
lunch. At the time of!
the incident, and wi-
th time itseif & Vi-
tal Tactor, England |
stood with four i
vickets in hand and

aase,

Ceptember 1lth 1965.

4 d 2 s 0P reararTTEeERTRTTY

Interviewed for BBC
_elevision after the
natch, England
Cizipper Ted Dexter
azpressed bafflement

Benthan,

at the prank which
led to his team's
saudden collapse, He
said;

"By mid-afternoon,
our boys had got the
pace of the Australi-
an bowlers and I

i reckoned we stood a

good chance of winne-
ing, I was atout to
take a ball from
Berauvd when T rnoticed

| Gedfrey Evans staring

at sorething over my
shoulder, I just
couldn't believe my
eyee when I turmed
round and found ny-
self gazing at a
police telephone box
that had somehow been
brought onto the
pitech., I'd just about
got over the shock
and was looking arou-
nd for some ground
ataff to move it,

day's play at The

when the damned thing
moved itself, I thou-
ght it had vanished!
A large, blue police
box there one minute,
gone the next, The
Aussies were clearly
rattled but with so
much to play for, in
the end it was our
concentratior {thai
was worst hit, I was
out with the next
bm. .'..

Godfrey Evans was
out within a further |
three overs and the |
whole team was even- |
tually dismiesed for
324 runs,

Just how the vanish-
ing trick, seen by &
packed Oval crowd and
heard by listeners to
the Light Programme
was affected remsains
& nystery,
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A major speech by
the home Secretary,
adnitting goverrment
evidence to: support
the existence of
extra-terrestial in-
volvemernt on Eerth
was read out o &
= tense and silent Hou-

gse of Commeons yecster-

day. Details of the
speech were revealed
through official com-
muniques -to all perte
of the globe-last
night apd now the
whole world stands
this aorning agasp,
tryins desperately to
cone to terms with =
concept trought prev-

iously to belong 1o

the realms of science

fiction,

¥,P.s were awed by
the moaentous dramna
‘8 for the first

~time in the history
of civilisation a go
government has annou-
nced procf that not
only do "flying
saucers" exists but
they are deadly hos-
tile.

The Home Secretary,
vlae, evidently
greatly moved, ad-
vanced to the Bar of
the House, aniounced,
"Pollowing wecks of
congultation tetweern

Her Mejesty's Govern-
ment and the Govern—
ments of other
Western and Eastern
countries, and after
several months of
agsimilating the fin-
dings of the Commisg-—
ion called to invest-
igate the activities
of UNIT = the United
Nations Intelligence
Tagkforce -~ I have
this evening the task
of making an anncunc-
ement of the graveat
importance, -

"Mwo years ago the
Walker Commicssion was
convened in this
country to andwer the
allegations of gross .
mighandling of mili-
tary power made by
the British Division
to the Internastional
body URIT. Pressure

ron many sectors of
Society had long
called for an exquiry
into the privacy
surrounding UNIT's
cperations and as a
gecret ermy within a
free country.

"Members of the
House, That commissi-
on has now completed
its ionvestigations
and has exhaonorated
fully, UifIT's British
Division and its
commender-in-chisf
Brigadier Alastair
Gordon Tethbridge

J Jeremy
Bentham

Stewart from any acc-
usations of mis-
conduct."

#The operations be=
ing carried out by
UNIT, becth in this
country and Overseas,
ere of & nature out-
side the scope of
conventional defense
forces. Under the
auspices of United
Nations Jjurisdictiorn
UNIT ie enpowered and
equipped for the in-
vestigation and com-
bating of threats of
the unusual kind, oi-
ten deriving from
sources it would be
correct to term
‘extra-terrestal’.

"Such is the nature
of these threats,
very real threats
indeed, that the -
participating govern-
mentts in UNIT's
formatior considered
it expedient to with
0ld the details of
URIT's fuactioning
from the public in-
terest until now,"

“Gentlemen. The -
threat from Space is
no mere writer's
fantasy. It is a
fact, a fact which
we, as rational
human beings, must
come to grips with,
For too long now
we have been so
consuned with making

/continued further on
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Shambles in San Francisco as multi-million $$ ‘mean-time’ project runs...

Out

Of
Time!

midnight on 1 January 2000 and the subsequent fail-
ure of the device to even start has made this argument
academic.

The criticism of the project has come from both home
and abroad. The sheer cost of what many people in the
US saw as an un-necessary extravagance borne out of
a desire to steal Greenwich’s thunder rather than any
attempt to bring greater time-keeping accuracy to the
world, was further emphasised by a report published
by The Royal Society in London late last year. This
revealed that whilst the impressive looking clock took
up over 65 square feet of space at the San Francisco
university,

the actual
device itself
was little
more  than
the size of a
postage

stamp! The
glass and
metal struc-

ture paraded
before  the
world’s me-

dia last
Glass and steel was justyfor show night was
- only there

for show.

The much heralded start of ‘San Francisco mean time’
turned into a very expensive and embarrassing flop last
night, when, before a national television audience, not to
mention a gathering of some of America’s most respected
scientists and philanthropists, Professor Wagg’s famous
clock failed to start.

In recent years the project has been the source of some tension
between the Educational Institute of San Francisco and the Royal
Observatory in Greenwich over a perceived attempt by the Insti-
tute to snatch away Britain’s widely respected position as the
time-keeper of the world. The San-
Francisco clock is an atomic beryl-
lium based device. Whilst most
scientists recognise that it is proba-
bly the most accurate of its type in
the world, it has always seemed ,
unlikely that the installation near g
San Francisco Bay would be any
more effective in practical terms
that its older cousin on the Green-
wich Peninsula. Indeed the berylli-
um clock would still have needed a
signal from Greenwich to begin the
era of ‘San Francisco mean time’ at

Professor Wagg lasthight

As the inevitable enquiry into just what went wrong begins, the
University has denied reports that an appalling lack of security
on 31st December 1999 actually led to the theft of the tiny
clock from its housing. Officials have already released details
of the mammoth operation that was put in place to safeguard
the project against a PR disaster. Safeguards that proved inef-
fective it seems. A spokesman for The Royal Society in Lon-
don last night reacted angrily to press reports in some parts of
the San Francisco media that it had secretly acted to wreck the
clock to protect the position of Britain in world time-keeping.
‘The Sun Bay Times’ even went as far as naming the saboteur
as a ‘Dr Bowman’ from London who allegedly tried to gain
access to the workings of the clock just hours before the sched-
uled switch-on. The Institute itself has attempted to play this
down stating that no such person was on the guest list last night
and that without proper identification it would have been im-
possible to gain entry to the building.

Meanwhile it seems that Greenwich mean time will continue to
resonate across the world.

paul.winter@dailychronicle.co.uk

London Millennial Fireworks ‘Wall of Fire’ Fails to Ignite..
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