It was ‘all change’ for DWAS back in 1978. The
membership fee (£1-50 per year) had just been
introduced and CT, previously a free swaps and
pen-pals newsletter, replaced TARDIS as the
Society’s monthly newsletter, funded by the
membership fee, instead of being sold in its
own right as TARDIS had been.

For the front page of each edition bar one that
year, the Society’s historian Jeremy Bentham,
(and on one occasion CT editor Gordon Blows)
produced a mock-up newspaper headline, inspired by the events of a particular Doctor Who
story. At this point season 15 was the most recent.

The July edition was the exception—the cover was given over to news of the intention to show all four episodes of ‘An Unearthly Child’ at the forthcoming Panopticon convention (eventually only the first episode
was acquired for that event).
Back then CT was produced from stencils and printed
on a ‘roneo’ duplicator. The magazine was typically six
sides and stapled in the left hand corner. It took until
half way through 1979 for CT to be printed professionally (litho).
Re-produced here are the original front pages to each
CT from 1978. You will also find an additional item
from a later CT which heralded the return for the feature, to which many readers went on to contribute
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Shambles in San Francisco as multi-million $$ ‘mean-time’ project runs...

Out
Of
Time!
midnight on 1 January 2000 and the subsequent failure of the device to even start has made this argument
academic.
The criticism of the project has come from both home
and abroad. The sheer cost of what many people in the
US saw as an un-necessary extravagance borne out of
a desire to steal Greenwich’s thunder rather than any
attempt to bring greater time-keeping accuracy to the
world, was further emphasised by a report published
by The Royal Society in London late last year. This
revealed that whilst the impressive looking clock took
up over 65 square feet of space at the San Francisco
university,
the
actual
device itself
was
little
more
than
the size of a
postage
stamp! The
glass
and
metal structure paraded
before
the
world’s media
last
Glass and steel was just for show
night was
only there
for show.

The much heralded start of ‘San Francisco mean time’
turned into a very expensive and embarrassing flop last
night, when, before a national television audience, not to
mention a gathering of some of America’s most respected
scientists and philanthropists, Professor Wagg’s famous
clock failed to start.
In recent years the project has been the source of some tension
between the Educational Institute of San Francisco and the Royal
Observatory in Greenwich over a perceived attempt by the Institute to snatch away Britain’s widely respected position as the
time-keeper of the world. The SanFrancisco clock is an atomic beryllium based device. Whilst most
scientists recognise that it is probably the most accurate of its type in
the world, it has always seemed
unlikely that the installation near
San Francisco Bay would be any
more effective in practical terms
that its older cousin on the Greenwich Peninsula. Indeed the beryllium clock would still have needed a
signal from Greenwich to begin the
era of ‘San Francisco mean time’ at Professor Wagg last night
As the inevitable enquiry into just what went wrong begins, the
University has denied reports that an appalling lack of security
on 31st December 1999 actually led to the theft of the tiny
clock from its housing. Officials have already released details
of the mammoth operation that was put in place to safeguard
the project against a PR disaster. Safeguards that proved ineffective it seems. A spokesman for The Royal Society in London last night reacted angrily to press reports in some parts of
the San Francisco media that it had secretly acted to wreck the
clock to protect the position of Britain in world time-keeping.
‘The Sun Bay Times’ even went as far as naming the saboteur
as a ‘Dr Bowman’ from London who allegedly tried to gain
access to the workings of the clock just hours before the scheduled switch-on. The Institute itself has attempted to play this
down stating that no such person was on the guest list last night
and that without proper identification it would have been impossible to gain entry to the building.
Meanwhile it seems that Greenwich mean time will continue to
resonate across the world.
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