From the Editors
Grant Bull
Welcome One and All,
So here it is: the Summer(ish) issue of Cosmic
Masque. I say Summer(ish) as I write this
editorial while the rain lashes the windows, a
sure sign the kids are on their school holidays.
However, my day has been brightened as
it’s just been announced that Paul McGann
ǁŝůů ďĞ ĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ /ƐůĞ ŽĨ tŝŐŚƚ ŽŵŝĐ ŽŶ
;ĮƌƐƚ ƟŵĞĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ŝƐůĂŶĚ͊Ϳ ƚŚŝƐ EŽǀĞŵďĞƌĂƚ
EŽƌƚŚǁŽŽĚ,ŽƵƐĞ͕ŽǁĞƐ͘tŽŽŚŽŽ͊

of you lovely people as possible. Our cover
ĂƌƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŽƵƚʹǁŚŝĐŚĐĂƉƚƵƌĞƐďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚůǇ
the madness of those classic Beano Summer
Special covers with a WhoƚǁŝƐƚʹŝƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
wonderfully talented Weird Bean. Be sure
to check out his comic strip ‘Whom?’ which
ŐƌĂĐĞƐ ƚŚĞ ƉĂŐĞƐ ŽĨ ĞůĞƐƟĂů dŽǇƌŽŽŵ ĨŽƌ
those lucky DWAS members each issue.
^ŚŽƵůĚ ǇŽƵ ĞŶũŽǇ ƚŚŝƐ ŝƐƐƵĞ Žƌ Ă ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ
aspect please get in touch with us and share
ǇŽƵƌ ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ͘  ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ ĐƌŝƟĐŝƐŵ ŝƐ
always welcome too to cm@dwasonline.
co.uk
&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ ŽƐŵŝĐ DĂƐƋƵĞ ŝƐ ĨƌĞĞ͘  /ƚ͛Ɛ ŽƵƌ ŐŝŌ
to our fandom about our fandom, please
spread the word and share...

Have a super Summer and will look forward
Onto this issue. Personally I think it’s superb to seeing you again at Christmas.
and a large element of that stems from Ian
ǁŚŽ ŚĂƐ ǁŽƌŬĞĚ ŚŝƐ ƐŽĐŬƐ Žī ŽŶ ƚŚŝƐ ŽŶĞ͘ G x c
Thanks Ian. We have a wide assortment of
pieces which hopefully will cater for as many

Ian
Wheeler

Hello and welcome to another awesome
ŝƐƐƵĞŽĨŽƐŵŝĐDĂƐƋƵĞ͊/ƚ͛ƐĂŶĞǆĐŝƟŶŐƟŵĞ
to be a fan with the departure of one Doctor
and the arrival of another to look forward
ƚŽ͘  :ŽĚŝĞ tŚŝƩĂŬĞƌ ŝƐ Ă ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ ĐŚŽŝĐĞ ĨŽƌ
my money and I can’t wait to see what she
does with the role. Here in DWAS Land,
we’ve another brilliant issue for you (he
said modestly) and I hope you agree we’ve
put together a great line-up of features and
ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ͘hŶƟůŶĞǆƚƟŵĞ͙c

Review

HORROR OF FANG
52&.˱$8',2&'
Review by Allan Lear

ǀŽĐĂůŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘tŝƚŚƚŚĞƐŽůĞĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ
ŽĐƚŽƌŚŝŵƐĞůĨʹdŽŵĂŬĞƌ͛ƐŽǁŶƐƚĞŶƚŽƌŝĂŶ
ƚŽŶĞƐǁŝůůĂůǁĂǇƐďĞŵŝƐƐĞĚŝŶĂŶǇƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ
ŚĞĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶʹƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ
who isn’t brought into vibrant life by her
portrayal. It helps that the cast is rich and
ĨƵůů ŽĨ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ͕ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ ŽŶĞ
discounts the presence of the self-important
business mogul’s secretary: a prim young
lady named Adelaide who got right on my
ŶĞƌǀĞƐ͘  >ƵĐŬŝůǇ ŚĞƌ ŝŶĞīĞĐƚƵĂů ƚǁŝƩĞƌŝŶŐ ŝƐ
counterbalanced by Leela’s habitual blunt
ƉƌĂŐŵĂƟƐŵ͕ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ ƚŚĞ ĨĞŵĂůĞ
side of the cast would be wholly absent a
likeable character.

Horror of Fang Rock is from an original
television script by Robert Holmes,
subsequently adapted into a novel by
Terrance Dicks. This is about the best
pedigree that it is possible for a Doctor Who
story to have, and on top of that the original
TV version stars Tom Baker as the Doctor.
/ƚ͛ƐƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞƋƵŝƚĞƚĞŵƉƟŶŐƚŽƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƚŚĂƚ
there’s absolutely no point in producing any The reading is backed with appropriate
further version of the story, because it’s ƐŽƵŶĚĞīĞĐƚƐʹůŝŐŚƚŚŽƵƐĞ͛ƐǁĂƌŶŝŶŐĨŽŐŚŽƌŶ͕
ƚŚĞŶŽŝƐĞŽĨŇĂƌĞƐďĞŝŶŐĮƌĞĚ͕ƚŚĞĐƌĂĐŬůĞŽĨ
already been perfected.
ƵŶĞĂƌƚŚĞĚ ĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇ ʹ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĂů
This risk has clearly been understood in ƐŵĂƩĞƌŝŶŐŽĨĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌŝĐŵƵƐŝĐ͘ŐƌĞĞĂďůǇ͕
the process of bringing BBC Audio’s new ƚŚŝƐĂůůĞƌƌƐǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚŽŶƚŚĞƐŝĚĞŽĨĐĂƵƟŽŶ͕
CD version to life, because rather than and the words of the script are given the
mess around with minor actors they’ve ƉƌŝŵĂĐǇ ƚŚĞǇ ĚĞƐĞƌǀĞ͘  ^ǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐĂůůǇ
gone straight to the source. Fang Rock is edited, the result is soundscape which
read by Louise Jamieson, whose character supplements the scenes your mind’s eye
Leela was Tom Baker’s companion in the conjures rather than drowning them out.
original television broadcast. Jamieson is
ŶŽƚŽŶůǇĂĮƌŵůǇĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚĂĐƚŽƌďƵƚĂůƐŽĂ Horror of Fang Rock is a strong entry in the
director and a playwright, and her expanded Doctor Who canon and one that deserves to
ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐ ƌĂŶŐĞ ŵĂŬĞƐ ŚĞƌ ŝĚĞĂů ĨŽƌ ƚĂĐŬůŝŶŐ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞŽƵƟŶŐƐŝŶƚŚĞƐĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨŽƌŵĂƚƐƐŽ
ĂŶĂŵďŝƟŽƵƐƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐƵĐŚĂƐƚŚŝƐ͘
that it can be enjoyed as widely as possible.
This recording preserves all the strength of
The story, as you are no doubt aware, the original story while also playing to the
concerns an isolated lighthouse in the early ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂƵĚŝŽͲŽŶůǇ ŵĞĚŝƵŵ͕ ĂŶĚ
ƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞƚǁĞŶƟĞƚŚĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͘dŚĞŝŶŚĂďŝƚĂŶƚƐ /ŚĂǀĞŶŽŚĞƐŝƚĂƟŽŶŝŶĐŽŵŵĞŶĚŝŶŐŝƚƚŽĂŶǇ
are visited by the passengers of two crashed Doctor Who fan for use in the car, the bath
vessels on the same night: a pleasure yacht Žƌ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŝǀĂĐǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽǁŶ ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘  
ďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐƚŽĂŶŽďũĞĐƟŽŶĂůďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐŵĂŶĂŶĚ ƋƵĂůŝƚǇƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶĂŶĚĂŚŝŐŚďĂƌĨŽƌƚŚĞ
his entourage, and a spaceship containing Audio range to aim for in future. c
Ă ŵĂůĞǀŽůĞŶƚ ĂůŝĞŶ ĞŶƟƚǇ͘   ƚǁŝƐƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů 'ŽƚŚŝĐ ŚĂƵŶƚĞĚ ŚŽƵƐĞ ƐƚŽƌǇ
ĞŶƐƵĞƐ͕ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ĚƌĂŵĂƟƐ ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂĞ ďĞŝŶŐ
ƉŝĐŬĞĚ Žī ŽŶĞ ďǇ ŽŶĞ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ŵǇƐƚĞƌŝŽƵƐ
extraterrestrial threat.
As one might expect from the era and the
ůŽŶĞůǇŵĂƌŝƟŵĞƐĞƫŶŐ͕ƚŚĞĐĂƐƚŽĨĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ
is heavily male, and thus might well have
ƉƌŽǀĞŶ ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ ĨŽƌ ĂŶ ĂĐƚƌĞƐƐ ƚŽ ǀŽŝĐĞ͘
Jamieson, however, succeeds admirably in
ŐŝǀŝŶŐĞĂĐŚĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŚŝƐŽƌŚĞƌŽǁŶĚŝƐƟŶĐƚ
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Fiction

WHEN MOZART WAS
FIVE
by Allan Lear
ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞŵĂŶƵĂů͕ŝƚǁĂƐĂŶϬϰ͘ϱϬϬɶʏɿ
^ƉĂƟŽƚĞŵƉŽƌĂů
ŽŵďĂƚ
/ŶƚĞƌŽĐŝƚŽƌ͘
ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƚŚƵĚĚŝŶŐ ǁŝƚƐ ŽĨ ĞůĞƐƟĂů
/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕ŝƚǁĂƐĂ'ƵŶďŽĂƚŝƉůŽŵĂƚ͘/Ŷ
ƉůĂŝŶƐŝŵƉůĞůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞŝƚǁĂƐĂďĂƩůĞdZ/^͕
and it had just exploded.
The blast from the detonated plasma shell
impacted the planet below like moonstrike.
On the world’s far side the shockwaves raised
mountains that spat magma and pyroclasm.
The rumbling nuclear winter met, coming
the other way, a cascade of hydrogen
fusion spreading from the epicentre of the
explosion that set the oxygen-rich air ablaze.
Seen from afar, the planet resembled a half
moon: the brightly-burning sky met halfway
the dense smog of tectonic trauma and
ďĂƩůĞĚĨŽƌƐƵƉƌĞŵĂĐǇ͘
All of which was bad enough, but to a
ƟŵĞͲƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ŽŶůǇ ƚŚĞ ĞŶƚƌĠĞ͘  dŚĞ
ƉŽĐŬĞƚĚŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶĂƚƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞďĂƩůĞ
TARDIS imploded, taking with it the elevendimensional hypercube that made up the
TARDIS interior and leaving in its stead a
ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂů ƐŝŶŐƵůĂƌŝƚǇ ƚŚĂƚ ƌĂŐĞĚ ďƌŝĞŇǇ ĂŶĚ
ďƵƌƐƚ͕ ƉƵŶĐŚŝŶŐ Ă ĐƌĂĐŬ ŝŶ ƐƉĂĐĞƟŵĞ ůŝŬĞ Ă
ƐŬƵůů ŝŵƉĂĐƟŶŐ Ă ǁŝŶĚƐŚŝĞůĚ͘  dŚĞ ĨĂďƌŝĐ ŽĨ
causality, already riven with more faults and
ĨƌĂĐƚƵƌĞƐƚŚĂŶĂŶŝĐǇůĂŬĞŝŶĚǇŶĂŵŝƚĞͲĮƐŚŝŶŐ
season, creaked almost audibly, shuddered
and, for the moment, held. Lashed by the
ĞǆƉůŽƐŝǀĞ ŵŽŶƐŽŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ďƵīĞƚĞĚ ŚŝƐ ŽǁŶ
dZ/^͕ƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐŶŽƚƚŽďĞŇƵŶŐďŽĚŝůǇĨƌŽŵ
ŚŝƐƚĂĐƟĐĂůǁĞďďŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞŽĐƚŽƌŶĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ
ĞǆŚĂůĞĚ ŵŽŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ ƌĞůŝĞĨ͘  dŚĞ ƵůƵůĂƟŽŶ
of the dying machine was met by a single,
doleful toll from the Cloister Bell; a warning,
but principally a memoriam.

descent towards the planet’s surface.
hůƚƌĂǀŝŽůĞƚ ŐƵŶĮƌĞ ƉĞƌĨŽƌĂƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ Ăŝƌ ůŝŬĞ
ƚĂƩŽŽ ŶĞĞĚůĞƐ ƌŽƵŶĚ Ă ĚŽĐŬǇĂƌĚ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ƐŚŝƉƐ ƐŚŝŌĞĚ ĨƌĂŶƟĐĂůůǇ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ĞǀĂƐŝǀĞ
ƉŚĂƐĞ ƐƉĂĐĞ ʹ ŶŽǁ Ă ƉŝĐŽƐĞĐŽŶĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ
future and twenty light years from impact,
now thirty billion years and three feet away
ʹ ĐǇĐůŝŶŐ ƌĂŶĚŽŵ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ ĨƌŽŵ Ă
ƋƵĂƐŝͲŝŶĮŶŝƚƵĚĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŽƌĞƟĐĂů ŶĞǆƚ ƐƚĞƉƐ͘
ĞƚǁĞĞŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƚĂƌŐĞƚƐ͛ ŵǇƌŝĂĚ ƐŚƵŋŝŶŐ
ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƉůĂƐŵĂ ĮƌĞƐƚŽƌŵ͕
most planetary defenders would have been
defeated already; but Daleks are nothing if
not tenacious.
***
“But won’t she remember? You said she
can’t remember.”
“She won’t if you don’t tell her, Wilf. Tell her
it’s your mother’s, an heirloom. She won’t
care as long as it’s sparkly.”
“You talk about her like she’s a cat.”
͞KŚ͕ƐŚĞŝƐ͕tŝůĨ͊dŚĞĐŽŽůĞƐƚŽĨĐĂƚƐ͘͟
dŚĞ ƚŚŝŶ ŵĂŶ ŇĂƐŚĞĚ Ă ƐŵŝůĞ Įƚ ĨŽƌ
Hollywood. His smile, thought Wilf, was like
a meteor: bright, and glorious, and hopefully
not about to fall on your head.
͞,ŽǁďŝŐŝƐŝƚ͍͟ŚĞĂƐŬĞĚ͕ĚŽƵďƞƵůůǇ͘
“We-ell,” said the thin man, stretching the
syllable out into a drawl. “That depends on
how you look at it. A carat and a half? Three
thousand miles wide?”
Seeing the old man’s befuddlement, he
expanded, expansively.

͞/ƚ͛ƐĂƐƚĂƌ͕tŝůĨ͘ĐĂƌďŽŶƐƚĂƌ͘^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ͕
when a big enough star burns up all its
hydrogen, it starts burning helium. The
ĨƵƐŝŽŶ ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ ƵŶŝƚĞƐ ƚŚĞ ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ ŝŶƚŽ
ŚĞĂǀŝĞƌ ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ ʹ ůŝŬĞ͕ ŽŚ͕ / ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ŬŶŽǁ͕
carbon. The gravity at the heart of the star
dŚĞ ŝƉůŽŵĂƚ ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ ƵŶƉĞƌƚƵƌďĞĚ͕ ĐŽŵƉĂĐƚƐƚŚĞĐĂƌďŽŶŝŶƚŽĂŵŽůĞĐƵůĂƌůĂƫĐĞ
ƐƚƌĂĨĞĚ͘  &ŝǀĞ ďĂƩůĞ;ƟŵĞͿƐŚŝƉƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĂŶĚ͗ƉŽǁ͊͟dŚĞŐƌŝŶĂŐĂŝŶ͘͞ŝĂŵŽŶĚƐƚĂƌ͘͟
ŽĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ ĂŶĐŝĞŶƚ dǇƉĞ ϰϬ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ
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ƉŽǁĞƌĞĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĨƵĞů ĐĞůůƐ ǁĂƐ ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇ
ĨƌĂŐŵĞŶƚĞĚďǇĂǁĞůůͲƉůĂĐĞĚƐƉĂƟĂůŝŶŇĂƚŽƌ͘
A crack shot from one of the Diplomats
had suddenly persuaded all the neutrons in
The thin man regained his balance almost its atomic nuclei that they were bored and
ŝŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇ͘͞ǆĂĐƚůǇ͊EĞŝƚŚĞƌƵƐĞŶŽƌ͕͟ʹĂŶĚ needed to explore the universe at something
here he placed the diamond ring in Wilf’s ĐůŽƐĞůǇ ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƟŶŐ ʹ ďƵƚ͕ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ ƐƟůů
ŚĂŶĚ ʹ ͞ŽƌŶĂŵĞŶƚ͘͟  ,Ğ ĐůŽƐĞĚ tŝůĨ͛Ɛ ĮƐƚ ďĞůŽǁʹůŝŐŚƚƐƉĞĞĚ͘
around the ring. “An engagement present.
And a thank-you present. And a farewell dŚĞƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐĚŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞŚĂĚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂƐƐƵƌĞĚ͕
ŐŝŌ͘͟dŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽƐŝŐŶŽĨƚŚĞƐŵŝůĞŶŽǁŽŶ been similar to a few million Hiroshimas going
Žī Ăƚ ŽŶĐĞ͘  /ƚ ǁĂƐ Ă ůŽĐƵƐ ŽĨ ĂƌƚŚ ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ
his solemn face.
that, even in his present self, he had never
͞tĞůů͕ƚŚĞďŽǇĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ĂīŽƌĚ ŽŶĞ found the chutzpah to visit. Judging by the
ůŝŬĞƚŚŝƐ͘/͛ŵƐƵƌĞƚŚĞǇ͛ůůďĞǀĞƌǇŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůƚŽ͙ result here, it must have been spectacular.
ƚŽŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽůĞŌŝƚŵĞ͘͟
dŚĞ ďĂƩůĞ dZ/^ĞƐ ŚĂĚ ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ
͞dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ƚŚĞ ƟĐŬĞƚ͘͟  dŚĞ ƚŚŝŶ ŵĂŶ ƐƚĞƉƉĞĚ ďƌŽŬĞŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŇĞĚŝŶĂůůĐŽŶĐĞŝǀĂďůĞ
ďĂĐŬ͕ĂƉƉƌĂŝƐĞĚtŝůĨďƌŝĞŇǇ͕ĂŶĚŐĂǀĞŚŝŵĂ ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌƐ͘  hŶĞƌƌŝŶŐůǇ ƚŚĞ
ƌĞƐƉĞĐƞƵůŶŽĚ͘,ĞŽƉĞŶĞĚƚŚĞďůƵĞďŽǆĚŽŽƌ ĂůĞŬƐ ŚĂĚ ƉƵƌƐƵĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŽĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ ĐƌĂŌ ĂŶĚ͕
ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞdZ/^ǁĂƐĂĚĞǀŝĐĞŽĨŝŶĮŶŝƚĞůǇ
and stepped over the threshold.
greater complexity and nuance than the
͞ŽĐƚŽƌ͊͟ĐĂůůĞĚtŝůĨ͘,ĞƐƚŽŽĚĨƌĂŵĞĚŝŶƚŚĞ ĐůƵŶŬŝŶŐ ƉĞƉƉĞƌEĂǌŝƐ͛ ĐƌƵĚĞ ƟŵĞ ƚƵŶŶĞů
light from the box’s doorway. The thin man technology, their haring disregard for the
turned.
fabric of reality gave them an advantage in
the chase.
Wilf was holding the ring the way he once
ŚĞůĚĂŐƵŶ͘,ŝƐĐůƵƚĐŚǁĂƐĮƌŵ͕ďƵƚŐŝŶŐĞƌ͕ /ƚ ǁĂƐ ƟŵĞƐ ůŝŬĞ ƚŚŝƐ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞ ƌĞŐƌĞƩĞĚ
as though grasping a danger there was no his preference for earthing the internal
ƉƌĞĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͘͞dŚĞƌĞ͛ƐŶŽĐŚĂŶĐĞŝƚ͛ůů͙ŐĞƚďŝŐ hypercube to the plasma shell. Most
again, is there?”
Diplomat pilots leave the pocket dimension
ƵŶƚĞƚŚĞƌĞĚ͕ ƐŽ ƚŚĞǇ ƌĞŵĂŝŶ Ă ƐƟůů ĞƉŝĐĞŶƚƌĞ
“Really, Wilf,” the thin man chided. “That’s ĞǀĞŶ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ ƉůĂƐŵĂ ƐŚĞůůƐ ĂƌĞ ďĂƩĞƌĞĚ ďǇ
Ă ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ ǇŽƵ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ǁŝƚŚ ǇŽƵƌ ĞǆƉůŽĚŝŶŐ ƐƵŶƐ͘  dŚĞǇ ĨĞĞů ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ ƵŶƟů ƚŚĞ
own doctor.”
moment they suddenly wink out of existence
ŝŶ Ă ŵƵůƟĚŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶĂů ŝŵƉůŽƐŝŽŶ͖ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞŶ͕
He closed the door and was gone.
ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ ŚĂƐ ůŽŶŐ ďĞĞŶ ĂŶ ĂŵďŝƟŽŶ
of the Time Lords. The Doctor had always
***
ƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ ƚŽ ŇǇ ďǇ ƚŽƵĐŚ͕ ďƵƚ Ăƚ ƟŵĞƐ ůŝŬĞ
ƚŚŝƐʹĂƐĂŐůĂŶĐŝŶŐŝŵƉĂĐƚŽĨĐŽŚĞƌĞŶƚůĂƐĞƌ
A shabby blue cuboid screamed through ĮƌĞ ƐƉƵŶ ƚŚĞ dZ/^ ĞŶĚͲŽǀĞƌͲĞŶĚ ĂŶĚ ůĞŌ
last Wednesday, hooked a right around the the Doctor hanging from the console by
gravity well of Cygnus X-1 and shot forward ŵĞƌŝƚŽĨǁĞďďŝŶŐĂůŽŶĞʹƚŚĂƚŚĞŚĂĚƐĞĐŽŶĚ
into the future. The problem with his thoughts about the wisdom of this. A corner
ĚŝƐƟŶĐƟǀĞ ƉŽůŝĐĞ ďŽǆ͕ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ ƚŚĞ ŽĐƚŽƌ͕ of his mind also worried about osteoporosis.
was that the Daleks always knew whom to
chase.
tŝƚŚŽƵƚ ĂŶƟĂƌƚƌŽŶ ĐĂŶŶŽŶƐ ƚŚĞ ƉƵƌƐƵŝŶŐ
ships would be hard-pressed to destroy his
The bombing run had been completed ĐƌĂŌ͕ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞǇ ĐŽƵůĚ ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ ƉƌĞĐŝƉŝƚĂƚĞ Ă
ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ ĐĂƐƵĂůƟĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ĂůĞŬ͛Ɛ ĨŽƌĐĞĚůĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘dŚĞŶŝƚǁŽƵůĚďĞĂƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ
ĂŶƟĂƌƚƌŽŶ ƉĂƌƟĐůĞ ĐĂŶŶŽŶƐ ĨĂůůŝŶŐ ƐŝůĞŶƚ ĂƐ ŽĨ ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ͕ ŝŶƚĞƌƌŽŐĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĞǆĞĐƵƟŽŶ͕
ƚŚĞ ĂƌƚƌŽŶͲŝŶĨƵƐĞĚ ĐƌǇƐƚĂůůŝŶĞ ůĂƫĐĞ ƚŚĂƚ none of which rated in his most eagerly-

ĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚƌĞĐƵƌƌĞŶĐĞƐĂŶǇŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶďĞŝŶŐ ƋƵŝƚĞ ƌĞĐĂůů ŶŽƌ ĞǀĞƌ ĞŶƟƌĞůǇ ĨŽƌŐĞƚ͘  ,Ğƌ
born again or having a whole fugu repeat on sudden subdual manifested in her next quiet
him.
sentence: “Flawed, though, they reckon.”
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“Just as well there’s all that gravity,” said Wilf,
staring up at the night sky. “What use is a
pencil lead three thousand miles wide?”

^ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ ƚŚĞ ƐƚƌĂƉƐ͕ ƌĞŐƌĞƫŶŐ ĂůƐŽ ͞ƌĞŶ͛ƚǁĞĂůů͍͟ĂƐŬĞĚĂƌůŽƩĂ͕ƚŚĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƞƵů
the beard which tended to get caught in the one.
harness and pull out facial hairs, the Doctor
͛͞^ĐƵƐĞD͊WƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚĐŽŵƉĂŶǇĞǆ>hĚ͊͟
laid in a preset course.
shrieked a wine-resurgent Donna, and they
fell in the mutually congratulatory laughter
***
that marks true friends apart from jealous
“So I said to her, you can have my job, love, skinny twiglet babies.
ďƵƚǇŽƵ͛ůůŶĞǀĞƌŚĂǀĞŵǇŚŝƉƐ͊͟
***
Donna’s raucous laugh could be heard above
ƚŚĞƐŽƵŶĚŽĨƚŚĞ:͛ƐďĞƐƚĞīŽƌƚƐ͘dŚĞŶŝŐŚƚ dŚĞŵŽƐƚĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐƉĂƌƚŽĨĂŶǇŇŝŐŚƚŝƐƚŚĞ
was young yet for dancing but not so young ůĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘  dŚŝƐ ŝƐ ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ ƚƌƵĞ ǁŚĞŶ ǇŽƵ
ƚŚĂƚ Ă ĨĞǁ ďŽƩůĞƐ ŽĨ ǁŝŶĞ ŚĂĚŶ͛ƚ ŐŽŶĞ ƚŚĞ ĂƌĞ ƐĞƫŶŐ Ă ŵŝĐƌŽŶͲƉƌĞĐŝƐĞ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ ĂŵŝĚƐƚ
Ă ďůĂǌĞ ŽĨ ĂůĞŬ ůĂƐĞƌ ĮƌĞ͕ ďƵƚ ŝƚ ŝƐ Ă ŐŽŽĚ
ǁĂǇŽĨĂůůŇĞƐŚ͘
general rule as well.
͞zŽƵŶĞǀĞƌĚŝĚ͊͟
dŚĞ ƉĞƌŶŝĐŬĞƚǇ ĞǆĂĐƟƚƵĚĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŽĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ
ĂƌůŽƩĂĂŶĚDĞƌĞĚŝƚŚũŽŝŶĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĐĂĐŬůŝŶŐ͘ ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ ŶĂƌƌŽǁĞĚ ĚŽǁŶ ƚŚĞ
This was why they were friends: Donna might ƉŚĂƐĞ ƐƉĂĐĞ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ƌĞŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ͘  /Ŷ
ďĞĂŶŽďŶŽǆŝŽƵƐĐŽǁĂƚƟŵĞƐ͕ďƵƚƐŚĞƚŽůĚ ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů ƚĞƌŵƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ƐƉĂĐĞ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ ƚŽ ĚŽĚŐĞ
it like it was and was honest to, and beyond, the Daleks in was narrowing. The blast
a fault.
ĐĂŵĞ ĐůŽƐĞƌ͕ ƐƚƌƵĐŬ ŵŽƌĞ ŽŌĞŶ͕ ĐůŝƉƉĞĚ
more and more energy from the plasma
͞dŽŽƌŝŐŚƚ/ĚŝĚ͊^ƚƵĐŬͲƵƉƚǁŝŐůĞƚũƵƐƚŽƵƚŽĨ shell. The TARDIS and the Doctor strove as
nappies trying to boss me around, I chucked one to stabilise the internal and external
ŝƚ ŝŶ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ƐƉŽƚ͘  EŽ ŵŽƌĞ ^ƵƉĞƌƚĞŵƉ ĨŽƌ dimensions; precision, both knew, would be
them.” Donna glugged back the dregs of her all in this last manoeuvre.
ŐůĂƐƐĂŶĚƌĞĂĐŚĞĚŽƵƚƚŽƚŚĞƐƚĂĐŬŽĨďŽƩůĞƐ͕
ƐŽƌƟŶŐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĨŽƌŽŶĞƚŚĂƚƐƟůůĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚĂ tŚĂƚƚŚĞŽĐƚŽƌǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽĂƩĞŵƉƚŝŶŚŝƐ
wheezing, knackered old Type 40 would have
slug of genius juice.
been inadvisable bordering on impossible in
͞^ŚŽǁ ŵĞ ĂŐĂŝŶ͊͟ ƐƋƵĞĂůĞĚ ĂƌůŽƩĂ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ĐƵŶŶŝŶŐůǇ ŽƵƞŝƩĞĚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵďĂƚ
ůŝŐŚƚ ĐĂƵŐŚƚ ŽŶŶĂ͛Ɛ ĮŶŐĞƌƐ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ďƌŝŐŚƚ ŝŶƚĞƌŽĐŝƚŽƌƐ͘   ĐƌĞǁ ŽĨ ďĂƩůĞ ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶƐ
would have taken a week to work out the
glint of shiny.
ůŽŐŝƐƟĐƐ ĂůŽŶĞ͕ ƚŚĞŶ ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ ďĂĐŬ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƚ
Donna extended her hand like the Pope ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ďĞ ĚŽŶĞ͘  dŽ ĂƩĞŵƉƚ ŝƚ ŝŶ Ă ďŽĚǇ
ĞǆƉĞĐƟŶŐĂŬŝƐƐ͕ĂŶĚŚĞƌĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĐŽŽĞĚŽŶĐĞ that was wearing thin, in a TARDIS that had
ďĞĞŶ ĚƵĞ ĨŽƌ ƌĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ
ĂŐĂŝŶŽǀĞƌŚĞƌŶĞǁůǇͲďĞƐƉĂƌŬůĞĚĮŶŐĞƌ͘
that the Sombrero Galaxy was being born,
“How the hellĚŝĚ'ĂǀŝŶĂīŽƌĚŝƚ͍͟DĞƌĞĚŝƚŚ probably made him a bit mental.
ĂƐŬĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞƐŝǆƚŚŽƌƐĞǀĞŶƚŚƟŵĞ͘
^Ɵůů͕ ƚŚĂƚ ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ďĞ ŚĞůƉĞĚ ŶŽǁ͘  Ɛ ƚŚĞ
“He didn’t,” answered Donna, “It’s a family dZ/^ ƐŚƵĚĚĞƌĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ ďůŽǁ ĂŌĞƌ ďůŽǁ͕
heirloom. My great-nan’s. Could be worth a ƚŚĞ ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ ĮŐŚƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĞƌƟĂů ĚĂŵƉĞŶĞƌƐ
fortune.” Staring at the ring, she was caught for the right to knock the ship hurtling from
ŽŶĐĞ ŵŽƌĞ ďǇ Ă ƐƵĚĚĞŶ ƐĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƚ ƚŚĞ ǀŽƌƚĞǆ͕ ƚŚĞ ŽĐƚŽƌ ŇŽƵŶĚĞƌĞĚ ŚŝƐ ǁĂǇ
reminded her of something she could neither ŽƵƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƚĂĐƟĐĂů ǁĞďďŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƵůĞĚ

himself around the console towards the
door. At his age it was hard to tell whether
the unsteadiness underfoot was due to
ƚŚĞ ďĂƩĞƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ dZ/^ ǁĂƐ ƚĂŬŝŶŐ Žƌ ƚŚĞ
ďĂƩĞƌŝŶŐ ŚŝƐ ďŽĚǇ ŚĂĚ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ ƚĂŬĞŶ͘  &ŽŽƚ
by shaky foot he made his way to the door
and opened it, staring out at the pulsing
ǀŽƌƚĞǆƌŝǀĞŶďǇůĂƐĞƌĮƌĞ͕ĮŐŚƟŶŐƚŚĞƵƌŐĞƚŽ
duck as it blazed overhead and around. Then
he turned about and made his painstaking
way back to the central octahedron.

heaved, the querulous high note whinging
like a killjoy gran moaning of dizziness on a
pierhead carousel. As the TARDIS weebled
ďĂĐŬƵƉƌŝŐŚƚŚĞůĂǇŇĂƚŽŶƚŚĞǁŚŝƌůŝŶŐŇŽŽƌ͘
The TARDIS slammed to a halt in the heart
of a star.

Sunbursts danced across the surface of the
spinning jewel as Dalek ships burst into
ƐƉĂĐĞͲƐŝůĞŶƚ ĞƌƵƉƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ ĚĂŵĂŐĞĚ ŵĂƩĞƌ͘
The speed of light being what it is, none
of the occupants even realised what was
happening before their atoms were smeared
across the space lanes. At the soul of a
pyrotechnic cloud of obliterated mutants
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌŚĂŵͲĮƐƚĞĚƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ͕ŽƌďŝƟŶŐĂŶ
ancient machine and a grizzled veteran, a
ŚĞůŝŽƐƉŚĞƌĞŽĨŇĂƐŚŝŶŐĂƵƌŽƌĂƐĚĂŶĐĞĚĨŽƌĂ
ŵŽŵĞŶƚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƐŬǇ͕ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĨĞƌŶŽ ŐůĂŶĐŝŶŐ Žī
its cold, hard surface.

They might not care much for sparkly things,
but a diamond star with a fault the exact size
and shape of an old Earth police box might
ŝŐŶŝƚĞĞǀĞŶƚŚĞŝƌƚŽƌƉŝĚĐƵƌŝŽƐŝƟĞƐ͘
tŝƚŚ Ă ƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐ ƉĂƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶƐŽůĞ͕ ŚĞ
ĐŽĂǆĞĚ ŽŶĞ ůĂƐƚ ĞīŽƌƚ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŝƐ ĞǆŚĂƵƐƚĞĚ
ĐƌĂŌ͘  ͞EĂƉ ƟŵĞ ƐŽŽŶ͕ ŽůĚ Őŝƌů͘  ,ĂǀĞ ǇŽƵ
back on your feet,” he mumbled, the gravel
ŝŶŚŝƐǀŽŝĐĞĞǆĂĐĞƌďĂƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞĚƌŝŌŝŶŐƐŵŽŬĞ
from fused circuitry. Even in an interocitor,
you can’t perform a handbrake turn without
ĞǆƉĞĐƟŶŐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚŽŽǀĞƌŚĞĂƚ͘

KǁŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĂŶŐƵůĂƌ
momentum, a spinning object doesn’t
ũƵƐƚ ƐƚŽƉ͘  dŚĂƚ ŬŝŶĞƟĐ ĨŽƌĐĞ ŚĂƐ ƚŽ ŐŽ
somewhere. The TARDIS may only have
This, however, was where having the ďĞĞŶĮǀĞĨĞĞƚĂĐƌŽƐƐďƵƚŝƚƐŵĂƐƐ͕ƚĞƚŚĞƌĞĚ
internal dimensions tethered to the plasma ƚŽŽƵƌƐƉĂĐĞƟŵĞĚŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶƐďǇƚŚĞĞĂƌƚŚĞĚ
shell came into its own. It may make for a hypercube, was anywhere between “vast”
bumpy ride, but one of the reasons the ĂŶĚ ͞ŝŶĮŶŝƚĞ͕͟ ĂŶĚ Ăůů ƚŚĂƚ ŵĂƐƐ ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚ
Diplomat crews would never have pulled this its momentum to a diamond star three
ŵĂŶŽĞƵǀƌĞŽīŝƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚŶĞǀĞƌ thousand miles wide.
think to do it by hand.
The star became a blur. A rough cuboid of
Ɛ ŚŝƐ ĐƌĂŌ ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ ůŽĐĂƟŶŐ ŝƚƐĞůĨ ŝŶ ƌĞĂů crystalline mass the exact size and shape
space the Dalek ships pursuing dropped out ŽĨ ĂŶ ŽůĚ ĂƌƚŚ ƉŽůŝĐĞ ďŽǆ͕ ĮǌǌŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ
ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ǀŽƌƚĞǆ͕ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌƐ ĐĂůĐƵůĂƟŶŐ displaced artron energy, was ejected in a
his emergence point, their pilots slipping ƌĂŶĚŽŵ ǀŽƌƟĐĂů ƉĂƌĂďŽůĂ ďǇ ƚŚĞ dZ/^͛Ɛ
into space ahead by a handful or rels, ready ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ ĐŝƌĐƵŝƚƐ͖ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƐƚ ŽĨ
ƚŽ ĂŶŶŝŚŝůĂƚĞ Śŝŵ ǁŝƚŚ ůĂƐĞƌ ĮƌĞ ŽŶ ŚŝƐ the diamond span like a top, a blur of rough
appearance.
ĨĂĐĞƚƐĂŶĚŝŶƚĞƌŶĂůƌĞĨƌĂĐƟŽŶƐůŝŬĞƚŚĞŵŽƐƚ
ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ ŐůŝƩĞƌďĂůů ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
His hand palsied with impact tremors as he universe.
ƉŽŬĞĚ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ŐǇƌŽƐĐŽƉĞ͕ ĮƌƐƚ ůĞĂŶŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ
then bracing as the TARDIS canted over forty- dŚĞĂůĞŬƐ͕ƐǁŝŌĂƐĞǀĞƌŽŶƚŚĞƚƌŝŐŐĞƌ͕ĚŝĚ
ĮǀĞĚĞŐƌĞĞƐ͘ƌŽƵĐŚĞĚůŽǁĞƌƚŚĂŶŚŝƐŬŶĞĞƐ ŶŽƚƐƚŽƉƚŽĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌƚŚĞǁŝƐĚŽŵŽĨďůĂƐƟŶŐ
ƌĞĂůůǇĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚƚŚĞƐĞĚĂǇƐ͕ŚĞŐŽƚĂĮƌŵ Ă ƌĂƉŝĚůǇͲƌŽƚĂƟŶŐ ƉƌŝƐŵ ǁŝƚŚ ĐŽŚĞƌĞŶƚ ůŝŐŚƚ
ĨŽŽƟŶŐŽŶƚŚĞĂŶŐƵůĂƌĞĚŐĞŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŶƐŽůĞ͕ ďĞĂŵƐ͘  dŚĞǇ ĮƌĞĚ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝŶ ĚŽŝŶŐ ƐŽ͕ ƚŚĞǇ
gripped the housing with one hand and, with doomed themselves.
ƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƉƵůůĞĚƚŚĞŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶůĞǀĞƌ͘
The laser rays concentrated on the star were
Then he leapt.
ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ ĞũĞĐƚĞĚ ůŝŬĞ Ă
ƐƉĞĞĚĚĞĂůĞƌĂƚĂƉŽƐŚŶŝŐŚƚĐůƵď͘ZĂƩůĞĚĂŶĚ
The combat console room was quite small returned by the internal facets of the massive
and pokey, nothing like the acres of space diamond, they fell like ninepins to the laws
ƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ ĨŽƌ ƉĞĂĐĞƟŵĞ ƐůŽƉƉŝŶŐ ĂďŽƵƚ ŝŶ͕ ŽĨ ŽƉƟĐƐ͘  ^ŽŵĞ ĚŝƐƉĞƌƐĞĚ ŚĂƌŵůĞƐƐůǇ ŝŶƚŽ
ĂŶĚ ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ ŚŝƐ ƐĞŶĞƐĐĞŶƚ ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ ŚĞ ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ ůŝŐŚƚ ǁĂǀĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŇĞĚ ŽƵƚ ŝŶƚŽ ƐƉĂĐĞ͘
caught the door with ease. As the gyroscope ^ŽŵĞ ďůŽƐƐŽŵĞĚ ƉƌŝƐŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ ŝŶƚŽ ďůŽŽŵƐ
gradually canted the TARDIS back in true, of glorious colour and microwave energy,
his full weight rested for a moment on the ƌĂĚŝĂƟŶŐ ŚĂƌŵůĞƐƐůǇ ŝŶƚŽ ǁĂƌŵƚŚ ĂŶĚ
dZ/^ ĚŽŽƌ ĂŶĚ͕ ƐůŽǁůǇ Ăƚ ĮƌƐƚ͕ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŝƉ oblivion.
started to spin. The second his feet touched
wall he jumped again, levering again his ^ŽŵĞ ĐĂƵŐŚƚ Ă ƌĞŇĞĐƟǀĞ ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ ĂŶĚ
ǁŚŽůĞŵĂƐƐĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞĐƌĂŌ͛Ɛ bounced right back.
ĂǆŝĂů ƌŽƚĂƟŽŶ ƐƉĞĚ͘  dŚĞ ƚŚƵŶĚĞƌ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
engines rang with the pulse in his ears as he

Responding to his touch, the TARDIS lurched
once more into life. Anyone watching would
have been hard-pressed to explain how a
ďŽǆ ĮǀĞ ĨĞĞƚ ĂĐƌŽƐƐ ƐůŽǁůǇ ĞŶĐŽŵƉĂƐƐĞĚ Ă
diamond three thousand miles wide; to the
untrained, which is to say, human eye, it
ůŽŽŬĞĚ ůŝŬĞ Ă ƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶ ŽǀĞƌůĂǇ͕ ƚŚĞ ŝŵĂŐĞ
ŽĨƚŚĞdZ/^ŐĞƫŶŐƐƚƌŽŶŐĞƌĂƐƚŚĞŝŵĂŐĞ
of the star dwindled, faded and vanished.
/ŶƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͕ŝƚǁĂƐĂƐŝŵƉůĞŵĂƩĞƌŽĨƌŽƚĂƟŶŐ
ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂƌ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ Ă ĐŽƵƉůĞ ŽĨ ŶŽŶƐƉĂƟĂů
dimensions, materialising the hypercube
around it, establishing an n-dimensional
ĐŽŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ ĮĞůĚ ʹ ǀĞŶƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƐƵůƚĂŶƚ
ŐĂƐĞŽƵƐ ŽƵƚƉƵƚ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ,ŽƌƐĞƐŚŽĞ EĞďƵůĂ
If he did, the next morning would wipe it ĂƐ ǇŽƵ ǁĞŶƚ ʹ ƚŚĞŶ ƌĞƌŽƚĂƟŶŐ ŝƚ ďĂĐŬ ŝŶƚŽ
from his mind, and besides, the star would ŶŽƌŵĂů ƐƉĂĐĞƟŵĞ ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ ŝŶ ƐŝǌĞ ĂŶĚ
no longer be visible.
weight. The star’s mass was conserved but,
since mass is only as good as the gravity
Certainly the bride didn’t spot it. Her bright ĂĐƟŶŐŽŶŝƚ͕ĂůůǇŽƵŶĞĞĚĞĚƚŽĚŽǁĂƐĐŚĞĂƚ
ƌĞĚŚĂŝƌŚĞůĚďĂĐŬďǇĂƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐĂƌůŽƩĂ͕ ƵƉĂůŝƩůĞŐƌĂǀŝƚŽŶͲĚŝƐƉĞƌƐĂůĮĞůĚĂŶĚƚŚĞƐƚĂƌ
that happy lady was being violently sick in weighed less than an ounce.
the toilets.
dŚĞŽĐƚŽƌƐůƵŵƉĞĚ͕ũŽďĮŶĂůůǇŽǀĞƌ͕ŝŶƚŽĂŶ
***
ŝŶĐŽŶŐƌƵŽƵƐŽǀĞƌƐƚƵīĞĚŚŽƌƐĞŚĂŝƌĐŚĂŝƌĂŶĚ
ƐŵŝůĞĚ Őƌŝŵ ƐĂƟƐĨĂĐƟŽŶ ƚŽ ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ
ƐƚŚĞƌŽƚĂƟŽŶŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇƐůŽǁĞĚ͕ƚŚĞŽĐƚŽƌ lights in the console winked gradually out,
ƐƚĂŐŐĞƌĞĚƚŽŚŝƐĨĞĞƚ͘ĚũƵƐƟŶŐŚŝƐďĂŶĚŽůŝĞƌ automated repairs kicking as the TARDIS’s
ƵŶƟů ŝƚ ŶŽ ůŽŶŐĞƌ ƚŚƌĞĂƚĞŶĞĚ ƚŽ ĐŚŽŬĞ Śŝŵ͕ unhuman intellect took to its boudoir for
he limped to the central console, which ZΘZ͘/ŶƚŚĞĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇďĂĐŬƵƉůŝŐŚƟŶŐƚŚĞ
ǁĂƐ ŐĞŶƚůǇ ƐƚĞĂŵŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚƌŽǁŝŶŐ Žī ƚŚĞ star glowed like a ruby on his palm.
occasional spark. There was one more
job to do before he and the TARDIS could Perhaps, he thought, when all this was over
recuperate. The trap he had so carefully laid he would fashion it into an earstud for the
must be obliterated, so that the Daleks could Corsair.
ŶĞǀĞƌƐƚƵŵďůĞĂĐƌŽƐƐŝƚĂŶĚŐƵĞƐƐŚŝƐŵŽƟǀĞƐ͘
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,ĞŚĂĚƟŵĞ͕ŶŽǁ͕ĂƚůĞĂƐƚ͕ƚŽďĞŐĞŶƚůĞ͘

***
Unplumbed millions of light years away,
ŽŶ Ă ƉƌŝŵŝƟǀĞ ďƵƚ ƉƌŽŵŝƐŝŶŐ ƉůĂŶĞƚ ƚŚĂƚ
its inhabitants know as “Earth”, a wedding
ƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶ ǁĂƐ ŝŶ ĨƵůů ƐǁŝŶŐ͘  ŵŽŶŐƐƚ ƚŚĞ
dancing, the drinking, and the arguing, it is
hard to tell whether any of the partygoers
ŶŽƟĐĞĚĂƐƵƉĞƌŶŽǀĂďůŽƐƐŽŵŝŶŐůŽǁŽŶƚŚĞ
horizon. Perhaps the groom, drunk to the
ƉŽŝŶƚ ŽĨ ƐĞŶƟŵĞŶƚĂůŝƚǇ͕ ŶŽƟĐĞĚ ŝƚ ĂŶĚ ƐĂǁ
ŝŶ ŝƚ Ă ŐŽŽĚ ŽŵĞŶ ĨŽƌ ŚŝƐ ĐŽŶŶƵƉƟĂů ůŝĨĞ͕ Žƌ
ĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƌĞŵŝŶĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞƐŚŝŶŝŶŐƐƚĂƌƚŚĂƚ
was his spouse; perhaps he decided that he
would point it out to his bride the next night,
and it could be their star.

The Doctor, like all his people, never really
slept. But now, for a while, he was absent.
***
A billion years in the future, unusual readings
drew a Dalek scout drone to a muddy,
uninhabited planet with an oxygen-rich
atmosphere. Daleks did not believe in luck,
just as they did not believe in beauty, love,
ũƵƐƟĐĞ͕ ŵĞƌĐǇ͕ ƚƌƵƚŚ Žƌ ůĞƉƌĞĐŚĂƵŶƐ͖ ďƵƚ
they did believe that if you searched hard
enough for long enough you were bound to
ƚƵƌŶƵƉƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͘/ŶĂƵŶŝǀĞƌƐĞŽĨƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ
ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂů ĚƵƌĂƟŽŶ͕ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽďĂďŝůŝƚǇ ŽĨ Ăůů
possible events approaches one.
EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕ ƚŚŝƐ ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ ĞǀĞŶƚ ƐĞĞŵĞĚ͕
ĞǀĞŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ ĂůĞŬ ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕
almost too good to be true. The backwater
world was blessed with one outstanding
feature. Deep, deep in a crater thousands of
millennia old lay a meteor of pure diamond.
/ƚƐ ĐƌǇƐƚĂůůŝŶĞ ůĂƫĐĞ ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ ĮǌǌůĞĚ ĂŶĚ
cracked with untapped artron energy, perfect
ĨŽƌĨƵĞůůŝŶŐĂŶƟĂƌƚƌŽŶĐĂŶŶŽŶ͘ƵƌŝĞĚŝŶƚŚĞ
mantle of a young planet, unbeknownst to
ƚŚĞ ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ ĂůĞŬ ƐĐŽƵƚ ĂŶĚ ŚĞŶĐĞ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ
ĂůĞŬƚĂĐƟĐŝĂŶƐƚŚĂƚƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚŝƚƐƐŝŐŶĂůƐ͕ƚŚĞ
meteor was the exact size and shape of an
old Earth police box.

***
In the bedroom a redhead slumbers
contentedly, her arms wrapped around the
man who, only a month ago, made her the
ŚĂƉƉŝĞƐƚ ǁŽŵĂŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ǁŽƌůĚ͘  ,Ğ ƐŚŝŌƐ
ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇŝŶŚŝƐƐůĞĞƉ͘dŚĞƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞŝŶƐƟŶĐƚƵĂů
ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵƐŝŶŚŝƐƌĞƉƟůĞŚŝŶĚďƌĂŝŶ͕ĞǀŽůǀĞĚ
ŽǀĞƌ ĂůŵŽƐƚ ŐĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů ƟŵĞ ƚŽ ĚŽ ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ
more than assess imminent threats to life
ĂŶĚůŝŵď͕ĚĞƚĞĐƚƚŚĞǁĂƌŵƚŚƌĂĚŝĂƟŶŐĨƌŽŵ
the woman’s body as it presses against him
in the dark. It sends a simple message to the
ƐŽƉŚŝƐƟĐĂƚĞĚ ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŶĞŽĐŽƌƚĞǆ
ʹŶŽƚĂǁŽƌĚ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞŚŝŶĚďƌĂŝŶŚĂƐŶŽ
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕ďƵƚĂƐĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘͞^ĂĨĞ͕͟ŝƚƐŝŐŶĂůƐ͕
and the neocortex takes the hint to sleep
deeper, to rest sounder. The man’s body
relaxes even more deeply, and the redhead’s
with it, and they sleep the contented sleep
ŽĨƚŚĞůŝƩůĞƉĞƌƐŽŶǁŚŽƐĞĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͕ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ
ǁƌŽŶŐŚĞĂĚĞĚ͕ǁŝůůŶĞǀĞƌŬŶŽĐŬƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚŽī
its axis.
On the woman’s bedside table a stone
ĐĂƚĐŚĞƐ ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ǀĞƐƟŐĞ ŽĨ ůŝŐŚƚ͕ ƐĞĞŵŝŶŐ
ƚŽ ŐůŽǁ ĚƵůůǇ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ ĚŝīƵƐĞ ďĞĂŵ ƐƉƌĞĂĚƐ
throughout its interior. The stone, like all of
us, is valuable, is bigger on the inside, and
ĐĂƌƌŝĞƐĂƚŝƚƐŚĞĂƌƚĂƉĞƌĨĞĐƚŇĂǁ͘c
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there are plenty of Doctor Who fans, as well
as fans of other cult and genre shows to
ǁŚŝĐŚ ĂŵĮĞůĚ ŵĂĚĞ Ă ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ͕ ǁŚŽ
will be fascinated and intrigued to have a
compendium such as this which details the
ĞǆƚĞŶƚŽĨŚŝƐĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŝĂůĐĂƌĞĞƌ͘ŽŵƉůĞƟƐƚƐ
ŝŶ ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ ǁŝůů ĞŶũŽǇ ƟĐŬŝŶŐ Žī ƐƵĐŚ
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƐ ĂƐ ƐƵƌǀŝǀĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂůůͲƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ
quest to perfect their knowledge of the
genre, and why not?

Feature
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moustache. His assistant is Adrian, a tankƚŽƉͲǁĞĂƌŝŶŐ ĨŽƉ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ĮĐƟŽŶĂů ƚŽǁŶ ŽĨ
Pennyworth.

For ŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ ďǇ ŽƵŐůĂƐ ĂŵĮĞůĚ, Michael
Seely has decided to walk us through
ĞĂĐŚ ds ƐŚŽǁ ƚŚĂƚ ĐĂŵĞ ƵŶĚĞƌ ĂŵĮĞůĚ͛Ɛ
ƉƵƌǀŝĞǁ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ŚŝƐ ƟŵĞ ďĞŚŝŶĚ ƚŚĞ ůĞŶƐ ŝŶ
chronological order. A typical entry might
ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƚŚĞĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐŝŶǁŚŝĐŚĂŵĮĞůĚ
ĐĂŵĞƚŽďĞĂƩĂĐŚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͕ŐŝǀĞƌŽƵŐŚ
ĚĂƚĞƐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐ ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ͕ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ Ă
few quotes from surviving members of the
ĐĂƐƚŽƌĐƌĞǁĂďŽƵƚŚŽǁĂŵĮĞůĚǁĂƐƚĞƌƌŝďůǇ
organised but a pleasure to work for, and
ĮŶŝƐŚǁŝƚŚĂƐŶĂƉƐŚŽƚŽĨƚŚĞĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŚĂǀŝŶŐ
a quiet drink and playing Spanish guitar.
KǀĞƌĂůů͕ Ă ĚŝƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƟŶŐ ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ ĨƌŽŵ
the usually-reliable Miwk publishing. Here’s
EŽƚĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇǁĂŶƚƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƐĨƌŽŵ ŚŽƉŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŶĞǆƚ ŽƵƟŶŐ ǁŝůů ďĞ Ă ƌĞƚƵƌŶ ƚŽ
their biographies and I know for a fact that form. c

dŚĞĐŽŵŝĐƐƚƌŝƉŽĐƚŽƌŵĞƚǀĂƌŝŽƵƐĚĞƌŝǀĂƟǀĞ
ŵŽŶƐƚĞƌƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ<ŝůůĚƌŽŝĚƐ͕/ŶƐĞĐƟĐŝĚĞƐĂƐ
by Patrick Wray well as Daleks, the Master, Cybermen and
the Rani in a story that was very similar to
/ƚǁĂƐŝŶƚŚĞĚĂƌŬĚĂǇƐŽĨϭϵϵϬ͕ƚŚĞǇĞĂƌĂŌĞƌ Time and the Rani͘^ƚŽƌǇƟƚůĞƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚThe
the show’s original run had ended, that I, as a Factory of Fear, Revolt on Castle Zynak and
Who-obsessed thirteen-year-old, decided to Faceless People. He had eleven adventures in
create my own Doctor Who comic strip. The ƚŽƚĂůƐƉƌĞĂĚĂĐƌŽƐƐŶŝŶĞŽŶĞͲŽīŝƐƐƵĞƐ͕ƉůƵƐ
fact that the show had recently been axed two more included in the 1991 annual. Most
ĂŶĚ ƚŚŝƐ ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ǇĞĂƌ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƚ ŚĂĚ ŶŽƚ of them were created in 1990 with two more
been on TV since the ‘85 hiatus was surely ĂŶĚĂĨĞǁƵŶĮŶŝƐŚĞĚƐƚŽƌŝĞƐďĞŝŶŐƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ
no coincidence. If I was unable to watch new ŝŶ ϭϵϵϭ ďƵƚ ďǇ ŶŽǁ͕ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽǁ ƐƟůů Žī
episodes of Doctor Who I’d have to make my our screens, my interest was waning and the
ŽǁŶ͊
ĐŽŵŝĐ ĮǌǌůĞĚ ŽƵƚ ĂŌĞƌ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ ŽĨ Ă
ƐƉŝŶͲŽīŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ͘ŶĂƩĞŵƉƚƚŽƌĞǀŝǀĞŝƚŝŶ
As a youth in those pre-internet days it was ϭϵϵϯǁŝƚŚĂƐĞĐŽŶĚŝŶĐĂƌŶĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŵŝĐ
impossible to know that others out there strip Doctor was spurred by some repeats on
were also producing what is now termed ‘fan BBC2 but was not completed.
art’; no less companies like Audio Visuals and
later Big Finish, who were to take this to a With Doctor Who largely AWOL from our
ǁŚŽůĞŶĞǁůĞǀĞůŝŶƚŚĞŶŝŶĞƟĞƐĂŶĚďĞǇŽŶĚ͘ ƐĐƌĞĞŶƐ ĨŽƌ ŵŽƐƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŶŝŶĞƟĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŝŶƚŽ
ƚŚĞ ŵŝĚͲŶŽƵŐŚƟĞƐ ŵǇ ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵ ĨŽƌ Ăůů
The audience for my comic was mainly my things Doctor Who went with it to some
ŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽʹŝƚŚĂƐƚŽďĞƐĂŝĚʹ degree. It was not its revival in 2005 that
ǁĞƌĞ ƉƌĞƩǇ ŝŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵŝĐ ĂŶĚ ƚŽ reignited my interest in Doctor Who. It was
Doctor Who in general (though mum was in fact the viewing of some vintage classic
ƉŽůŝƚĞ ĂŶĚ ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐͿ͘  ƩĞŵƉƚƐ ƚŽ ƐŚŽǁ era DVDs including The Dalek Invasion of
it to some school friends proved disastrous Earth ;Ă ŵĂƐƚĞƌƉŝĞĐĞ ŽĨ ĚǇƐƚŽƉŝĂŶ ƐĐŝͲĮ ďǇ
and the strip was met with ridicule. By 1990 any measure) that got me thinking about
ƚŚĞƐŚŽǁǁĂƐŶŽƚĂŚŝƉƉƌŽƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĂŵŽŶŐƐƚ ŵǇĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐŚŽǁĂŶĚ
Britain’s youth (not at my school anyway) about my own Doctor Who comic.
and one could argue that for various reasons
the show was at its lowest ebb of popularity I dug out the original strips and decided
;ƚŚŽƵŐŚ ƚŚŝƐ ǁĂƐ ƵŶũƵƐƟĮĞĚ ďĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ƚŽ ŵĂŬĞ ĂŶ Ăůů ŶĞǁ ƐƚŽƌǇ ĨŽƌ ŽůĚ ƟŵĞƐ͛
quality of Sylvester McCoy’s excellent last sake. This resulted in the spoofy The Dalek
season).
Invasion of Keighley in 2012. Keighley is my
home town and the story was a kind of metaMy Doctor Who comic strip featured my own Doctor Who story featuring me and my family
ŝŶĐĂƌŶĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŽĐƚŽƌ͘dŚĞŝĚĞĂǁĂƐƚŚĂƚ members as characters visited by the Doctor
this was who the seventh Doctor might have ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ ĚƌŝĂŶ ũƵƐƚ ŝŶ ƟŵĞ ĨŽƌ Ă
regenerated into. My Doctor wore a red bow ĂůĞŬŝŶǀĂƐŝŽŶ͘/ŵĂĚĞƚŚĞĐŽŵŝĐĂƚĂƟŵĞ
ƟĞ͕ƐƚƌŝƉǇƚƌŽƵƐĞƌƐƌĞŵŝŶŝƐĐĞŶƚŽĨƚŚŽƐĞǇŽƵ ǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐŐĞƫŶŐďĂĐŬŝŶƚŽŵĂŬŝŶŐĐŽŵŝĐƐ͕
might see on some Cambridge punters in the partly as a fun exercise that would serve to
ƚǁĞŶƟĞƐ͘  ,Ğ ǁĞĂƌƐ Ă ƉƵƌƉůĞ ǀĞůǀĞƚ ĚŝŶŶĞƌ re-familiarise myself with the process of
ũĂĐŬĞƚǁŝƚŚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŵĂƌŬƐŽŶƚŚĞůĂƉĞů͘,ŝƐ ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐƐĞƋƵĞŶƟĂůŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞƐ͙
character is good-natured and stoical, and he
has a friendly, grandfatherly manner about It was a lot of fun to make but ended up taking
him. He is old-looking with grey hair and a much longer than I originally planned. It was
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by Michael Seely
Review by Allan Lear

If there is a literary format that approaches
ƚŚĞ ĂůůͲĐŽŶƐƵŵŝŶŐ ƐĐŽƉĞ ŽĨ ͞ĮĐƟŽŶ͟ ŝŶ ŝƚƐ
ŶŽŶƐƉĞĐŝĮĐƵŶŚĞůƉĨƵůŶĞƐƐ͕ƚŚĞŶŝƚŵƵƐƚƐƵƌĞůǇ
be “biography”. That catch-all term covers
approaches so diverse that it really tells you
nothing at all about the contents of the book
ŝƚƉƵƌƉŽƌƚƐƚŽĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ͘DĂƩ>ƵĐĂƐ͛ƐƌĞĐĞŶƚ
memoir, >ŝƩůĞDĞ, is presented as an A-Z of
topics, like an encyclopaedia rather than an
ĂƵƚŽďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ͖ EĞŝů WĂƚƌŝĐŬ ,ĂƌƌŝƐ͛Ɛ Choose
Your Own Autobiography ŝƐ ǁƌŝƩĞŶ ůŝŬĞ Ă
&ŝŐŚƟŶŐ&ĂŶƚĂƐǇŶŽǀĞů͕ǁŝƚŚ,ĂƌƌŝƐ͛ƐŽǁŶůŝĨĞ
ƚĂŬŝŶŐ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ƌŽƵƚĞƐ ĚĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ
on the entries you choose to read.
Even below the level of such bold experiments
with the autobiographical genre, each
ďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ ŝƐ Ă ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƉƌŽƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͕ ǁŝƚŚ
ƐĐŚŽůĂƌůǇ ƚĞǆƚƐ ĐůĂŝŵŝŶŐ ƚŽ ďĞ ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚĂƟǀĞ͕
ŽƌĞǀĞŶĚĞĮŶŝƟǀĞ͕ƌƵďďŝŶŐƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌƐŽŶƚŚĞ
ƐŚĞůǀĞƐ ǁŝƚŚ ůŝŐŚƚǁĞŝŐŚƚ ĂŶĚ ƵŶĂŶĂůǇƟĐĂů
ďŽŽŬƐ ŽĨ ŐƌĂƚƵŝƚŽƵƐ ĐĞůĞďƌŝƚǇ ƟƩůĞͲƚĂƩůĞ͘
tŚĞƌĞƚŚĞĨŽĐƵƐŽŶĞĂĐŚůŝĨĞůŝĞƐŝƐĞŶƟƌĞůǇ
dependent on the choices made by the
writer.

Some of us, however, wish biographies
to explain the work to us by explaining
the person behind the work, and in terms
of personal insight Directed by Douglas
ĂŵĮĞůĚ is not rich pickings. Though there
ĂƌĞ ďƌƵƐŚƐƚƌŽŬĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ĂƩĞŵƉƚ ƚŽ ĐŽǀĞƌ ŚŝƐ
ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů ŚĂďŝƚƐ͕ ŚŝƐ ƐƵƉĞƌĮĐŝĂů ůŝŬĞƐ ĂŶĚ
ĚŝƐůŝŬĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ ŶŽ ĐŽŶĐĞƌƚĞĚ ĞīŽƌƚ ŚĞƌĞ
ƚŽŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞƚŽƵƐĂŶǇŵŽƌĞŽĨDƌĂŵĮĞůĚ
than the briefer of his work acquaintances
are likely to have encountered.
Were it merely that this was a biography
that was not in the style that I, as a reader,
prefer, I would not hesitate to recommend
it to such fans as may be intrigued by the
ƉƌŽƉŽƐŝƟŽŶŽĨĂĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůŝƐƚŽĨƚŚĞĂŵĮĞůĚ
ŽĞƵǀƌĞ͘,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂŵŽƌĞŽďũĞĐƟǀĞ
problem with the book than this, which is
ƚŚĂƚŝƚ͛ƐďĂĚůǇǁƌŝƩĞŶ͘/ƚ͛ƐŶŽƚũƵƐƚƚŚĂƚŝƚŝƐ
full of glaring typographical errors, though
it is (from this book I learned that Doug
ĂŵĮĞůĚ͛ƐĂĚŽƉƟǀĞĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐĂǁŝĚŽǁǁŝƚŚ
Ă ƟŶǇ ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌͿ͘  /ƚ͛Ɛ ĂůƐŽ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ŶŐůŝƐŚ
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞŝƐƌŽƵƟŶĞůǇŵŝƐŚĂŶĚůĞĚŝŶƚŚĞƐŽƌƚ
ŽĨďĂŋŝŶŐǁĂǇƐƚŚĂƚĐŽŵĞĨƌŽŵĂǁƌŝƚĞƌǁŚŽ
isn’t prepared to do the work required to
ŵĂŬĞŚŝŵƐĞůĨƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽŽĚ͘WĂƌƟĐŝƉůĞƐĚĂŶŐůĞ
ůŝŬĞ ĐůŝĭĂŶŐĞƌƐ ĂŶĚ ƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ ĚŝƐĂŐƌĞĞ ǁŝƚŚ
ŽďũĞĐƚƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞůĞĂƐƚůŝƩůĞƚŚŝŶŐ͘dŚĞũŽďŽĨ
ĂŶĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƐŶŽƚŵĞƌĞůǇƚŽǀŽŵŝƚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ
onto a page and slam the book shut before
any facts can dribble away; it is to present
ƚŚĂƚ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ŝŶ ĂŶ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ ĂŶĚ
engaging way. The only thing I was engaged
ŝŶǁĂƐĂƟƚĂŶŝĐƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞǁŝƚŚ^ĞĞůǇ͛ƐƐǇŶƚĂǆ͘

also created partly as a nostalgic Christmas
ŐŝŌ ƚŽ ŵǇ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ǁŚŽ ǁĂƐ ŽŶĐĞ ĂŐĂŝŶ ƉƌĞƩǇ
ƵŶŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞĚďǇƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞƚŚŝŶŐ͘/ƐƟůůŚĂǀĞ
all the original drawings from my original
run of home-made Who and I cherish them
;ƚŚŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞǇ ƌĞĞŬ ŽĨ ŵǇ ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͛ ĐŝŐĂƌĞƩĞ
smoke). Doctor Who clearly has the power to
ƐƉĂƌŬƚŚĞŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶŝŶĂůůŬŝŶĚŽĨǁĂǇƐ͘&Žƌ
ǁƌŝƚĞƌƐĂŶĚĂƌƟƐƚƐŝƚƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐĂŶŽƉĞŶĐŝƌĐƵŝƚ
ƉůĂƞŽƌŵ ĨƌŽŵ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƚŽ ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ͘   ƉůĂĐĞ
ǁŚĞƌĞĂŶǇŝĚĞĂ͕ŶŽŵĂƩĞƌŚŽǁŝĚŝŽƐǇŶĐƌĂƟĐ͕
can be explored within the framework of
Doctor Who.
Every fan has their own personal history with
Doctor Who, their favourite Doctor, favourite
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ͘  DǇ ĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ ŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐ ŽĨ
watching Doctor Who (beginning with early
ĞŝŐŚƟĞƐdŽŵĂŬĞƌͿĂƌĞŵŝǆĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝĚĞĂƐ
ŝƚƐƉĂƌŬĞĚŝŶŵǇŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƵůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ
my own version of the Doctor. Though he is
known only to me, he is in a strange way as
ŵƵĐŚĂƉĂƌƚŽĨŵǇƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ Doctor
Who as the character depicted on television
and truly ‘My Doctor’. c

Review
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SONGBOOK
Review by Allan Lear
>ŽŶŐ^ĐĂƌĨWƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐŚĂƐƚǁŽƐƉĞĞĚƐ͗ĐƌĂǁů
and blitzkrieg. In the last issue of Cosmic
DĂƐƋƵĞ we reviewed their Choose-YourKǁŶͲĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ ƐƚǇůĞ ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ͕ The Fescan
Threat, a behemoth tome that contained two
thousands entries and had taken over two
ǇĞĂƌƐƚŽĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ͘/ŶƚŚĞƟŵĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĂƚ
issue and this, LSP have already completed,
published and sold out of a book of fansourced Who-themed limericks, and are now
ĚŽŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ƚŚŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƵŶŽĸĐŝĂů
songbook.

ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚƉĂƌƚǇŐĂŵĞŽƌŽŶĞŽĨƚŚŽƐĞdǁŝƩĞƌ
round robins where everyone has to think of
ƉƵŶŶŝŶŐ ŶĂŵĞƐ ĨŽƌ ĮůŵƐ ďĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ ĨƌƵŝƚ͕ Žƌ
ƐŽŵĞƐƵĐŚĚĂŌƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬŝŶŐ͘/ƚĂůƐŽŝŶƐƉŝƌĞƐ
the reader to try and come up with their own
ǀĂƌŝĂƟŽŶƐ ŽŶ ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ ƐŽŶŐƐ ƚŽ ďĞ ŐŝǀĞŶ Ă
Whovian twist, and no doubt if this volume
ŝƐ Ă ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ ƚŚĞŶ ĂŶ ĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ ĞĚŝƟŽŶ Žƌ Ă
companion will be issued further along the
line.

EŽƚ Ăůů ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌƐ ĂƌĞ ǁŚŽůůǇ
successful, it has to be said, with some of them
ŶĞŐůĞĐƟŶŐ ƚŽ ĞŶƐƵƌĞ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŶĞǁ ůǇƌŝĐƐ
ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇĮƚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞƚƵŶĞƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽ
accompany (one example being the version
of I Will Survive which tries to crowbar two
ǁŚŽůĞĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůƐǇůůĂďůĞƐŝŶʹŝĨǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĮůŬŝŶŐ
a song, sing along while you write to avoid
falling into such a trap, otherwise Marcus
Brigstocke will be unimpressed with you on
ZĂĚŝŽtĂƞŽƌĚͿ͘KŶƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌŚĂŶĚ͕ƚŚĞďŽŽŬ
ŝƐďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ͕ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇďǇZĂŝŶĞ
Jenny Shirt and Christopher Samuel Stone Szramski’s superb black-and-white character
ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ ůŝŐŚƚƐ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͕ studies, and some of the more impressive
and they have followed the same idea that comic conceits are rewarded with a page full
made a rapid success of their limericks book: of mock sleeve notes explaining how they
ĂĚǀĞƌƟƐŝŶŐŽŶƐŽĐŝĂůŵĞĚŝĂĨŽƌĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌƐ ĐĂŵĞƚŽďĞǁƌŝƩĞŶĂŶĚǁŚǇƚŚĞǇŶĞǀĞƌŵĂĚĞ
to provide material that is then collated into ŝƚƚŽƚŚĞĮŶĂůƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ͘
ĂǀŽůƵŵĞĂŶĚƐŽůĚĐŚĞĂƉůǇǁŝƚŚƉƌŽĮƚƐŐŽŝŶŐ
ƚŽD/E͕ƚŚĞŵĞŶƚĂůŚĞĂůƚŚĐŚĂƌŝƚǇƚŽǁŚŝĐŚ A lighthearted and fun way to donate to
Long Scarf donates all its proceeds.
ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ ǁŚŝůĞ ĂůƐŽ ĮůůŝŶŐ ǇŽƵƌ ďŽŽŬƐŚĞůǀĞƐ
with Doctor Who, dŚĞhŶŽĸĐŝĂůŽĐƚŽƌtŚŽ
Slightly more complex than limericks, the SongbookŝƐĂŶŽƚŚĞƌǁŽƌƚŚǁŚŝůĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ
ŽƌĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞĚĂǇƚŚŝƐƟŵĞǁĂƐůǇƌŝĐƐƚŽĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ from the charitable souls at Long Scarf
songs. In this day of slapdash nomenclature, WƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƐ͘ŶĚƚŚĞůǇƌŝĐƐƚŽ'ǁĞŶ^ƚĞĨĂŶŝ͛Ɛ
this sort of thing is commonly referred to as Don’t Speak ʹŚĞƌĞƌĞĐŚƌŝƐƚĞŶĞĚDon’t Blink ʹ
ĂĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨƉĂƌŽĚŝĞƐ͕ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞŝƚ are a marked improvement on the originals.
isn’t. What it actually is, as older denizens of
the Internet and its abstruse fannish byways *Hannibal Lecter / Died
ŵĂǇ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ ŝƐ Ă ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĮůŬƐ͘  Ɛ in his cell and was buried
,ƵŵƉŚƌĞǇ>ǇƩůĞƚŽŶƵƐĞĚƚŽŽďƐĞƌǀĞǁĞĞŬůǇ͕ along with his lunch
these songs have had their lyrics removed c
and a fresh set surgically transplanted to
ŵĂƚĐŚƚŚĞĞǆŝƐƟŶŐƚƵŶĞ͘
As someone who regularly wanders down
the street singing my own lyrics to Eleanor
Rigby*, this sort of endeavour is right up my
alley, and anyone with a musical ear and a
healthy capacity for silliness will no doubt
ĮŶĚ ƚŚĞ ǁŚŽůĞ ƚŚŝŶŐ ŐƌĞĂƚ ĨƵŶ͘  /ƚ͛Ɛ ůŝŬĞ ĂŶ
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Interview

$1'5(:6.,//(7(5
by Ian Wheeler

DĂŶǇ ƐŬŝůůĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƚĂůĞŶƚĞĚ ĂƌƟƐƚƐ ŚĂǀĞ
provided cover artwork for Doctor Who
books and videos over the years, but Andrew
Skilleter remains one of the most admired
and respected. Ian Wheeler caught up with
him…

ƟŵĞƐ͘  dŚĞƌĞ ǁĞƌĞ ŽďǀŝŽƵƐůǇ ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ
as I had access to the BBC Photo Library in
>ŽŶĚŽŶĂŶĚ/ǁĂƐŽŌĞŶŐŝǀĞŶƚŚĞŝŶĨŽƐŚĞĞƚ
ŽŶƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞWƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶKĸĐĞ͘
Of course I was told Doctor or no Doctor, and
apart from a run of Tom Bakers, usually the
ůĂƩĞƌƐĂĚůǇ͘

Your cover for The Five Doctors ŶŽǀĞůŝƐĂƟŽŶ
is iconic and one of my favourites of the ones
you did. That one was unusual as it came out
prior to transmission – did you have much in
the way of photographic references for that
one or did you have to work mainly from the
tŚĂƚ ŵĂĚĞ ǇŽƵ ǁĂŶƚ ƚŽ ďĞ ĂŶ ĂƌƟƐƚ͍  / ƐĐƌŝƉƚ͍
ďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĞĂŐůĞĐŽŵŝĐǁĂƐĂƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌĞĂƌůǇ
ŝŶƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶŽĨǇŽƵƌƐ͍
The Target cover was based on editorial info
about key elements that would feature in the
'ŝǀĞŶƚŚĂƚ/ŐƌĞǁƵƉĂƚĂƟŵĞǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŵŽƐƚ story. I was told not to be too explicit with
visual and colourful media were comics, I ƚŚĞ ŽĐƚŽƌƐ͛ ƉŽƌƚƌĂŝƚƐ͖ ŚĞŶĐĞ ƚŚĞ ƐŝůŚŽƵĞƩĞ
ŐƵĞƐƐŝƚ͛ƐƚŚĞƌĞƚŚĂƚ/ĨŽƵŶĚƚŚĞŝŶƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶ͘ feel. I came up with this icon like design
My brother and I had the comics my parents ǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇĚŝƐƟŶĐƟǀĞ͘
approved of, so my brother had the Eagle
with Dan Dare and, being younger, I had The Radio Times Five Doctors cover was a
its stable mates. Later I discovered Ron big thing and [Doctor Who producer] John
Embleton’s work in Express Weekly and was EĂƚŚĂŶͲdƵƌŶĞƌŐĂǀĞŵĞĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽǁĂƚĐŚƚŚĞ
immediately drawn to its painterly quality. ǀŝĚĞŽŝŶĂƌŽŽŵĂĚũŽŝŶŝŶŐŚŝƐŽĸĐĞƚŽŵĂŬĞ
Then I rediscovered the modernised 1960s drawings of the Dark Tower. I gathered what
Eagle and was enthralled by the late Keith photo references I could including a rather
tĂƚƐŽŶ͛Ɛ ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐ ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ ƐƚǇůĞ ĨŽƌ ĂŶ blurred Hurndall portrait.
Dare. It remains a great love of mine. Both
ƚŚĞƐĞĂƌƟƐƚƐǁĞƌĞůĂƚĞƌƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŽĨ /Ɛ ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ Ă ǀŝĚĞŽ ĐŽǀĞƌ ĨƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂůůǇ
mine.
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ĨƌŽŵ Ă ďŽŽŬ ŝŶ ƚĞƌŵƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵƉŽƐŝƟŽŶŽƌƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŚĂƚǇŽƵǁŽƌŬ͍
ĂŶǇŽƵƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞǇŽƵǁĂƚĐŚĞĚ
ŽĐƚŽƌtŚŽ͍
/ƚ ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ ǁĂƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ͘  KĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ ŝƚ͛Ɛ
an era that’s long gone. In my opinion DVD
DǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĮŶĂůůǇŐŽƚĂdsĐŽŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚĂůůǇŝŶ ĐŽǀĞƌƐĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚĞďŽĂƌĚ͕ďĞŝƚdsŽƌĮůŵ͕ĂƌĞ
ƟŵĞĨŽƌƚŚĞǀĞƌǇĮƌƐƚDoctor Who episode. I generally boring and predictable. There’s
have to dig deep to capture the impact but it ŶŽ ĂƌƟƐƚƌǇ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŵ͘  /ƚ͛Ɛ ũƵƐƚ ƉĂĐŬĂŐŝŶŐ͘
was compelling and the Daleks invading Earth My acrylic technique was at its peak and I
ƐƟĐŬŝŶŵǇŵŝŶĚ͘dŚĞŵŽŶŽĐŚƌŽŵĞŝŵĂŐĞƐ intended to prove to myself what I could
helped the menacing atmosphere. I don’t ĚŽ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ůĂƌŐĞƌ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů͕ ŶŽ ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ ŽŶ
think the Daleks ever had the same impact ƐƵďũĞĐƚ ŵĂƩĞƌ͕ ŵƵĐŚ ďĞƩĞƌ ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ ĂŶĚ
ĨŽƌ ŵĞ ůĂƚĞƌ͘  ŐĞ ĂŶĚ ĮƌƐƚ ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƌĞƟŵĞĂƐĂƌƵůĞ͘/ǁĂƐůƵĐŬǇƚŽŐĞƚĂƌƵŶ
of twenty-four covers. The Targets of course
all that.
will remain the most iconic but technically
Were you given much editorial guidance with ĂŶĚ ĐŽŵƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ ŵǇ s,^ ĐŽǀĞƌƐ ǁĞƌĞ Ă
your Doctor WhoĐŽǀĞƌƐ͍tŽƵůĚƚŚĞĞĚŝƚŽƌ big leap forward.
say ‘I want a Cyberman on this one’ etc. or
/ƐƚŚĞƌĞĂƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ Who ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ
ǁĂƐŝƚǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚǇŽƵƌŽǁŶĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ͍
really proud of – one that makes you think
DŝŬĞ ƌĞƩ ƚŚĞ ƌƚ ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ ďƌŝĞĨĞĚ ƚŚĞ ͚/ŶĂŝůĞĚŝƚ͍͛dŚĞ Deadly Assassin video cover
ĂƌƟƐƚƐ͘/ƐĂǁƚŚĞĞĚŝƚŽƌƐƉĞƌŚĂƉƐũƵƐƚĂĨĞǁ was a really good one for my money!
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dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ ĂƐ ŝŶ ƌĞƚƌŽƐƉĞĐƚ ƚŚĂƚ ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ
applies to many of the artworks: a number
of the Target covers, VHS covers and my Who
Dares work on the calendars. Of course,
Deadly Assassin, but Castrovalva, Planet of
the Spiders, Claws of Axos and many more.

of Target originals and not just mine. I was
instrumental in helping to track collectors
down. Edward and I worked out a shortlist
of mine to go in on the basis that I had done
ŵŽƌĞĐůĂƐƐŝĐdĂƌŐĞƚĐŽǀĞƌƐƚŚĂŶĂŶǇŽŶĞĞůƐĞʹ
I think we had it down to thirteen of my forty
or so Target covers. But once he relinquished
What are your memories of working on the ĐŽŶƚƌŽů ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ŶŽ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ /
American Doctor Who ƚƌĂǀĞůŝŶŐ ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚĂƚƚŚĞĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶůĂƵŶĐŚƚŚĂƚ/ǁĂƐ
ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŵŝĚͲϴϬƐ͍ ŶĚƌĞǁ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ ĞǆƚĞƌŝŽƌ ůĞŌǁŝƚŚũƵƐƚĂŚĂŶĚĨƵůĂŶĚŵĂŶǇŽĨŵǇĮƌƐƚ
artwork for the trailer which housed the choices never appeared.
ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ͘
Can you tell us one fact about Andrew
tŚĂƚ ƚƌĂǀĞůŝŶŐ ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ͍  ͚dŚŝŶŬƐ͛͘͘͘ŽŚ͕ Skilleter and his work that people might not
THAT one. An intense challenge outside the ŬŶŽǁ͍
parameters of a cover commission. More
like project management which I enjoy. I had Errm...there is work I forget about and work
to come up with something that could be /ǁĂŶƚƚŽĨŽƌŐĞƚĂďŽƵƚ͊/ŐƵĞƐƐŝƚǁŽƵůĚďĞ
ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞĚƚŽůĂƌŐĞƐƉƌĂǇƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ͘ŶĚ/ǁĂƐ ŵǇ ůŽŶŐ ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟǀĞůǇ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ
ĚŝƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĨƵůů ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ ĞĚŝƟŽŶ t :ŽŚŶƐ ĂŶĚ
size but the guys doing it had an impossible Biggles books [WE Johns was the creator of
ũŽď ŝŶ ƚŽŽ ƐŚŽƌƚ Ă ƟŵĞ͘  / ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ĐŚŽŽƐĞ Biggles and many, many other mysteries, air
them and I think it would’ve been great if, adventures and crime stories]. Over a period
as part of the BBC’s project management, I of ten years or so I worked with my friend
had a say in who was chosen and then more EŽƌŵĂŶ tƌŝŐŚƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĐŽǀĞƌƐ ĂŶĚ ƐŽŵĞ
ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚĂů ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ĂĚĚĞĚ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵ͘
drawings to many of the special hardback
zŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐƐĞĞŵƚŽďĞŐĞƫŶŐ ĞĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘   ŶƵŵďĞƌ ŽĨ t :ŽŚŶƐ WŽƌƞŽůŝŽ
Ă ůŝƩůĞ ďŝƚ ŵŽƌĞ ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĚĂǇƐ͕ ŽůůĞĐƟŽŶƐĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ͘
ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƌĞĐĞŶƚĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶŽĨdĂƌŐĞƚ
book covers in London. How does it feel to be What can we expect from you in the near
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͍
ƉĂƌƚŽĨƐƵĐŚĂƐƵĐĐĞƐƐƐƚŽƌǇ͍
/ƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĞƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶǁĂƐĂůǁĂǇƐƚŚĞƌĞďƵƚ
I take your point that it became more public.
/ ƚŚŝŶŬ ŚƌŝƐ ĐŚŝůůĞŽƐ ďĞŶĞĮƩĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚŝƐ
enormously. Everyone else were secondary.
But of course it’s a great privilege to be in this
ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵƵĐŚͲůŽǀĞĚdĂƌŐĞƚĐŽǀĞƌƐ͘
It’s touching when I receive messages telling
me how much the covers meant to fans. I
get that, as I felt the same way, feel the same
way, about, for example, Keith Watson’s Dan
Dare front covers for the Eagle as I saw them
each week.

My focus, apart from private commissions,
ŝƐƚŚĞƌĞůĂƵŶĐŚ;ǁŝƚŚDĂƩŚĞǁŽĞͿŽĨtŚŽ
Dares Publishing www.who-dares.co.uk
which I originally formed in the 1980s. As
I write we are about to launch our third
>ŝŵŝƚĞĚĞĚŝƟŽŶƉŽƌƞŽůŝŽĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĂŵďŝƟŽƵƐ
plans for print and audio including some
books across genres and original content.
tŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞĐŚĞĞƐĞ͍
 ŐŽŽĚ ŶŐůŝƐŚ ĐŚĞĚĚĂƌ͊  tŚŝĐŚ͕ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕
I always buy only from a Dalekatessen... c

tĞƌĞ ǇŽƵ ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ ŽŶ Ă
ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů ůĞǀĞů ʹ ŚŽǁ ƚŚĞ Ăƌƚ ǁĂƐ ĚŝƐƉůĂǇĞĚ͕ www.who-dares.co.uk
ĨŽƌŝŶƐƚĂŶĐĞ͍
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬĂŶĚƌĞǁƐŬŝůůĞƚĞƌ͘ĐŽŵ
Once Edward Russell, Brand Manager of
BBC, got in touch (it was his baby and he ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬ
loves Target covers) I did all I could to contact artofandrewskilleter
collectors and discover the whereabouts
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Review

ʹ ĨŽƌ Ăůů ĞŶƚŽŶ͛Ɛ ŝŶĞƉƟƚƵĚĞ ĂƐ Ă ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ
eye and Lethbridge-Stewart’s shouted
ĚĞŶƵŶĐŝĂƟŽŶƐŽĨŝŶĐŽŵƉĞƚĞŶĐĞʹƚŚĞůŝƐƚĞŶĞƌ
is never in any doubt that the Doctor and
ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ ǁŝůů ĮŶĚ Ă ǁĂǇ ƚŽ ĨŽŝů ƚŚĞ ƐĐŚĞŵŝŶŐ
Master. For this reason the audio version
Review by Allan Lear might be suitable for younger audiences than
ƚŚĞ ds ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ ŝƚƐĞůĨ͕ ƚŚŽƵŐŚ ďĞ ǁĂƌŶĞĚ
ƚƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛt^ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕dŚĞĂƉŝƚŽů͕ that there are no story changes and poor old
I had the privilege of interviewing Pik-Sen ĂƌŶŚĂŵƐƟůůŚĂƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐĚŽǁŶĨŽƌŚŝŵ͘
Lim as part of a panel of guests from Jon
WĞƌƚǁĞĞ͛Ɛ ƟŵĞ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ ŽĐƚŽƌ͘  WŝŬͲ^ĞŶ͕ dŚĞ DŝŶĚ ŽĨ ǀŝů ŝƐ Ă ƐƚƌŽŶŐůǇͲƉůŽƩĞĚ ƚĂůĞ͕
of course, played Captain Chin Lee in the ĨƵůů ŽĨ ŐŽŽĚ ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐĂƟŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ĞŶĂďůĞƐ Ă
televised original version. As part of the single reader to handle its large cast without
interview I suggested that dŚĞ DŝŶĚ ŽĨ ǀŝů ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ͘  WĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ ƐƚƌŽŶŐ ŝƐ &ƌĂŶŬůŝŶ͛Ɛ
ŝƐ Ă ƐƚŽƌǇ ƚŚĂƚ ƐƟůů ŚŽůĚƐ ƵƉ ǁĞůů ƚŽĚĂǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ƌŝŐĂĚŝĞƌ͕ǁŚŽŝƐƚŚĞůĂƚĞEŝĐŚŽůĂƐŽƵƌƚŶĞǇ
I was rewarded with an audible murmur of ƚŽƚŚĞůŝĨĞ͕ǁŝƚŚĐůŝƉƉĞĚŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇǀŽĐĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ
agreement from the audience.
intact. It’s nice to hear the dear old Brig
being portrayed by someone who knew
KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂŵƵůƟƉůŝĐŝƚǇŽĨƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ Courtney so well and worked so closely with
why this story is so fondly regarded by fans him, of course, which is another reason why
of the show. It’s an early Jon Pertwee, so &ƌĂŶŬůŝŶǁĂƐĂŐŽŽĚĐŚŽŝĐĞĨŽƌƚŚŝƐƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ
ŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƐƚŽƌŝĞƐƚŚĂƚ͛ƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞŝŶŝƚƐ adventure.
ĞŶƟƌĞƚǇ͕ŵŽƐƚŽĨŝƚĞǀĞŶŝŶĐŽůŽƵƌ͘/ƚĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ
plenty to do for The Master in the body of It seems evident that dŚĞ DŝŶĚ ŽĨ ǀŝů has
ZŽŐĞƌĞůŐĂĚŽ͕ƐƟůůŵĂŶǇĂĮĐŝŽŶĂĚŽƐ͛ĐŚŽŝĐĞ ĞŶŽƵŐŚ ŵĞĂƚ ŽŶ ŝƚƐ ďŽŶĞƐ ƚŽ ĐĂƉƟǀĂƚĞ
for Best Master That Ever Did. It features an audience in any medium, and this
Katy Manning, massive fan favourite due ǁĞůůͲƉůŽƩĞĚ ďŽǇƐ͛ ŽǁŶ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ ŚĂƐ
ƚŽ ŚĞƌ ŚƵŐĞůǇ ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐ ĞŵďƌĂĐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ translated well into the audio format here.
ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶĐŝƌĐƵŝƚĂŶĚŚĞƌĚŽƟŶŐŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ ĚĚ ŝŶ  ƵĚŝŽ͛Ɛ ƵƐƵĂů ƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐ
with fans as well as her ability onscreen. ƐŽƵŶĚƚƌĂĐŬŝŶŐ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĂĚĚƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞ
ŶĚ ŝƚ ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ ƚŚĞ hE/d ĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚŽǀĞƌǁŚĞůŵŝŶŐʹhE/d͛ƐƐƚŽƌŵŝŶŐŽĨ
ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵƚĞĚǁŝƚŚĞŶƚŽŶ͕zĂƚĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƌŝŐ Stangmoor Prison is elucidated with some
all well-rounded and with their own starring ůŽǀĞůǇĮƌĞĮŐŚƚŶŽŝƐĞƐƚŚĂƚƌĞĂůůǇŚĞůƉƵƉƚŚĞ
ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐŽĨƐĐƌĞĞŶƟŵĞ͘
ƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ ƋƵŽƟĞŶƚ ʹ ĂŶĚ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
audio CD ideal for introducing classic Doctor
Possibly on this last basis, Richard Franklin Who stories on long car journeys or to relive
has been tapped as the narrator for this audio some favoured memories while doing your
version of the story. Franklin’s star has had early-morning jog. c
a rapid ascendancy in recent months, and
ŽŶĞĂƐƐƵŵĞƐƚŚĂƚĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞŽĨƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐŚĞ
hadn’t realised that his appearance in Rogue
One ǁŽƵůĚ ŐĂƌŶĞƌ ƐƵĐŚ ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ůĞĂĚ
ƚŽ ŚŝƐ ĨƌŽŶƟŶŐ ĂŶ ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů ĂĚǀĞƌƟƐŝŶŐ
ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶĨŽƌĂŶŽƚĞĚ͕ĂŶĚĚŝƐŐƵƐƟŶŐ͕ĐŚĂŝŶ
of fast food outlets.

7+(0,1'2)(9,/
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Andrew Skilleter's iconic Cyberman image
from the cover of
David Banks's 'Doctor Who - Cybermen'

Certainly there’s no hint in his reading that
he might be about to be launched into much
ŵŽƌĞůƵĐƌĂƟǀĞĂŶĚŚŝŐŚͲƉƌŽĮůĞǁŽƌŬ͕ĂŶĚŚŝƐ
calm, warm manner makes dŚĞDŝŶĚŽĨǀŝů
ŝŶƚŽ Ă ĚĞůŝŐŚƞƵů ďĞĚƟŵĞ ƐƚŽƌǇ͕ ŽŶĞ ǁŚĞƌĞ
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Interview

KŶĞ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ĐŽŵŝĐƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ ǁĂƐ Dream
Street, based on a CiTV show, and this led to
me being asked by the producer to join them
at Pinewood. Who could say no to working
by Ian Wheeler there and rubbing shoulders with the likes
of Pierce Brosnan and Russel Crowe (who
Jason Quinn is the editor of Doctor Who incidentally almost ran me over on my bike,
ĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ͕ WĂŶŝŶŝ͛Ɛ ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ ƚŚĞΛΦьͻͿ͍ƵƚWŝŶĞǁŽŽĚǁĂƐŶ͛ƚƌĞĂůůǇŵǇ
for younger Doctor Who fans. CM caught up ƚŚŝŶŐĂŶĚĂŌĞƌĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨǇĞĂƌƐ/ƌĞůŽĐĂƚĞĚ
with him before the sad decision to suspend to Spain and went freelance. I carried on a
ůŽƚ ŽĨ ǁŽƌŬ ĨŽƌ WĂŶŝŶŝ͕ ƐĐƌŝƉƟŶŐ Spectacular
ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƟƚůĞ͙
^ƉŝĚĞƌͲDĂŶ ĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ for a while and
tŽƵůĚǇŽƵďĞĂďůĞƚŽŐŝǀĞƵƐĂůŝƩůĞƉŽƩĞĚ ĐƟŽŶ DĂŶ ĂůŽŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƐƚƵī ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ
summary of your career in comics and Commando͕ ĂŶĚ ǁƌŝƟŶŐ ,ĂĐŚĞƩĞ͛Ɛ Ben 10
ŚŽǁ ǇŽƵ ĐĂŵĞ ƚŽ ďĞ ďĂĐŬ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ h< ;ĂŌĞƌ partworks.
ƐŽŵĞ ƟŵĞ ŝŶ /ŶĚŝĂͿ ĞĚŝƟŶŐ Doctor Who
dŚĞŶŽŶĞĚĂǇ/ǁĂƐĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞĚďǇĂŵƉĮƌĞ
Adventures?
'ƌĂƉŚŝĐ EŽǀĞůƐ͕ ĂŶ /ŶĚŝĂŶ ĐŽŵŝĐ ďŽŽŬ
I grew up on comics, in fact I learned to publisher who asked me to script a book for
read with them. I remember learning to them. I did. They didn’t publish it but then
read with Oor Wullie and The Broons, and Steve Jobs died and they asked me to do a
consequently I peppered my speech with book on him. So I did, I went out to Delhi
Scots slang even though I had never set foot and loved it. The book did well and won Best
across Hadrian’s Wall. Then of course came 'ƌĂƉŚŝĐEŽǀĞůĂŶĚĞƐƚtƌŝƚĞƌĂƚŽŵŝĐŽŶ
the Marvel reprints in comics like &ĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ, India that year and then I wound up working
Pow and Wham, which I loved. The bug for them, heading up the art team, who all
ƌĞŵĂŝŶĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ŵĞ Ăůů ŵǇ ůŝĨĞ ƵŶƟů ϭϵϵϯ work in-house. It was great. We came up
ǁŚĞŶ ŵǇ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ dŝŵ dŝŵ YƵŝŶŶ ʹ ĨŽƌŵĞƌ ǁŝƚŚƐŽŵĞƉƌĞƩǇŐŽŽĚďŽŽŬƐƚŽŽ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ
tD cartoonist] was working at Marvel Alan Cowsill’s World War One and my own
UK and he got me in for an interview in the one on Gandhi.
ŶƵƌƐĞƌǇ ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͘  DǇ ĮƌƐƚ ǁĞĞŬƐ ǁĞƌĞ
sent packaging up and returning old artwork I had been there close to two years when Alan
ďĞĨŽƌĞ/ǁĂƐŚĂŶĚĞĚƚŚĞƚĂƐŬŽĨĞĚŝƟŶŐCare O’Keefe from Panini Skyped me and asked
Bears and Barbie. It seemed churlish to say if I would be interested in coming back to
I wanted to do ^ƉŝĚĞƌͲDĂŶ, especially since Panini. As it happened, I had barely survived
dŝŵ ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ ŽŶĞ ĞĚŝƟŶŐ ŝƚ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ͕ ƐŽ / Ă ŚĞůůŝƐŚ ƐƵŵŵĞƌ͕ ŵƵůƟƉůĞ ĂƩĂĐŬƐ ŽĨ ĨŽŽĚ
stayed with Barbie and the Care Bears before poisoning and was beginning to look a bit like
adding the likes of Fun Song Factory, Thomas Gandhi myself, owing to the fact that every
the Tank Engine and Casper the Friendly ŵĞĂůǁĂƐĂďŝƚůŝŬĞƉůĂǇŝŶŐZƵƐƐŝĂŶZŽƵůĞƩĞ͘
GhostƚŽŵǇƉŽƌƞŽůŝŽ͘
So I said yes, came back to the UK and found
myself working on Doctor Who Adventures
I think I had been with Marvel for about a which we had just got from Immediate.
year or maybe two before we were bought
up by Panini and before long we had What other comics had you read as a child?
relocated from Temple to Tunbridge Wells
ĂŶĚ/ǁĂƐWƌŽũĞĐƚ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽŶƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŽĨŽƵƌ ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞDĂƌǀĞůƐƚƵī͕/ǁĂƐĂŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ
ŽůůĞĐƚŽƌƐ͛ĚŝƟŽŶƐ͕ƐƚŽŶŝƐŚŝŶŐ^ƉŝĚĞƌͲDĂŶ fan of ĐƟŽŶ. I loved characters such as
and ƐƐĞŶƟĂůyͲDĞŶ, along with some other tough as boots Dredger and Breed. To this
ůĞƐƐůŽŶŐͲůŝǀĞĚƟƚůĞƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐFootball Crazy, day it’s my favourite ever comic. I also loved
YƵŝǌDĂŶŝĂ͕ĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƉƌĞƩǇůŽŶŐͲůŝǀĞĚŽŶĞƐ Roy of the Rovers and got it every week along
like ^ƉĞĐƚĂĐƵůĂƌ^ƉŝĚĞƌͲDĂŶĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ and with ĐƟŽŶ.
ĐƟŽŶDĂŶ.

^ŽŵĞŽďůŝŐĂƚŽƌǇĐůŝĐŚĠĚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͗tŚĂƚŝƐ There are more Doctor WhoƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐŽŶ
ǇŽƵƌ ĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞ͗ ŽĐƚŽƌ͕ ŵŽŶƐƚĞƌ͕ ƚĞůĞǀŝƐĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǁƐͲƐƚĂŶĚƐ ƚŚĂŶ ƚŚĞƌĞ ƵƐĞĚ ƚŽ ďĞ͘ /Ɛ
Doctor Who story?
it a crowded market do you think or about
right?
My favourite Doctor has to be the current
ŽŶĞ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/͛ǀĞƌĞĂůůǇĞŶũŽǇĞĚǁƌŝƟŶŐŚŝŵ͘ I do think it’s crowded. Of course it is. Ideally
I normally say I love all of them as they’re the for me, there would be one magazine and it
same person, but if I’m honest, probably like would be DWA͘dŚĂƚ͛ƐŶŽƚďĞŝŶŐĚŝƐƌĞƐƉĞĐƞƵů
everyone I go back to the ones I remember to all the others, which I enjoy anyway, but
most from growing up. So I would say Jon I’m greedy and would like a monopoly on
Pertwee, because I loved the Master and the it. I’m sure the editors of the other books,
Silurians, Sea Devils and the Daemons. Those mags and comics would all feel the same
stories remain my faves to this day. Although ǁĂǇ͘ŌĞƌĂůů͕ǇŽƵĐĂŶŶĞǀĞƌŚĂǀĞƚŽŽŵĂŶǇ
/ŽŌĞŶůŝŬĞǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐƐŽŵĞŽĨ,ĂƌƚŶĞůů͛ƐƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ readers.
because he’s such an amoral grump that he
really makes me laugh, although being stuck ŝĚ ƚŚĞ ĂďƐĞŶĐĞ ŽĨ Doctor Who on TV in
in the TARDIS with him would have been a ϮϬϭϲĐĂƵƐĞǇŽƵĂŶǇƉƌŽďůĞŵƐŝŶŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ
nightmare. As for my favourite monsters, ƚŚĞƌĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵŝŶƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͍
the Master, the Sea Devils and of course
the Daleks. In fact Dalek, the Christopher /ƚŚŝŶŬŝƚĚŽĞƐĨŽƌĂƟƚůĞůŝŬĞDWA more than
Eccleston story, is one of my favourite Dalek it does for something like tD. The vast
stories ever. It reintroduced them in such a majority of tD’s readership are adults
great way and the fear that one Dalek created whereas DWA is aimed at a young audience
was masterful. I don’t think that tension has and a young audience has a short memory
ever been really replicated since. It was just ĂŶĚĐĂŶďĞĮĐŬůĞƚŽŽ͘/ŵĞĂŶƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐůŝŬĞ
perfect.
Doctor Who is evergreen. It will always have
appeal but if it’s not on TV then we won’t be
What is the average age of a DWA reader? replenishing our young audience.
/ƐƚŚĞƌĞĂŶǇĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞƚŚĂƚĂĚƵůƚDoctor Who
ĨĂŶƐďƵǇƚŚĞƟƚůĞ͍
Now that the new Doctor WhoŚĂƐƉĂƐƐĞĚ
ŝƚƐĮƌƐƚĚĞĐĂĚĞ͕ǁŚĂƚĚŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĞĨƵƚƵƌĞ
The average age is around 8-9 although holds for the show?
we do get a lot of older readers. I do get
ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ ĞŶƚƌŝĞƐ ŝŶ ĨƌŽŵ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ The beauty of Doctor Who is that it can be
ƚǁĞŶƟĞƐĂŶĚĨŽƌƟĞƐǁŚŝĐŚŝƐŐƌĞĂƚ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ constantly reinvented and renewed. It’s
always believed Doctor Who was a real family possibly the only show on TV that can really
programme, which can appeal to all ages and do that again and again. It is incredibly
should appeal to all ages. That’s what we try experimental, not only in actors and new
and do with the editorial in DWA.
Doctors but also in mood and story-telling.
KŶĞƐĞĂƐŽŶĐĂŶďĞĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵ
Ž ǇŽƵ ƚŚŝŶŬ ŽĨ DWA as a ‘comic’ or a another. It is a show that can run and run
‘magazine’?
ĨŽƌĞǀĞƌ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ƚŚĞ ďĂƐŝĐ ŝĚĞĂ ŝƐ ƟŵĞůĞƐƐůǇ
great. A guy in a box who can go anywhere
'ŽŽĚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘/ŐƵĞƐƐdŝƚĂŶ͛ƐůŝŶĞŽĨŽĐƚŽƌ in the universe, past present or future. It’s
books are comics and ours has to be a got everything.
magazine because it is a compendium of
ŽƚŚĞƌƐƚƵīƚŽŽ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕/͛ĚůŽǀĞƚŽĞǆƉĂŶĚ As someone with such a strong background
the strip but we already have some excellent ŝŶ ĐŽŵŝĐƐ͕ / ǁŽŶĚĞƌĞĚ ǁŚĂƚ ǇŽƵƌ ǀŝĞǁ ŝƐ
Doctor Who comics so I don’t think that’s ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŐůƵƚ ŽĨ ƐƵƉĞƌŚĞƌŽ ŵŽǀĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ͛ƌĞ
likely to happen.
ŐĞƫŶŐĂƚƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚ͘ƌĞƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŽŵĂŶǇ͍
And does the idea of ‘shared universes’
ǁŽƌŬǁŝƚŚĮůŵƐ͍
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I have to admit, a movie about the Avengers The Doctor Who Adventures website is at
was something I had longed for all my life. ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĚǁĂŵĂŐ͘ĐŽŵͬ
But I think the Marvel characters are so
ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ǁĞůůͲĐƌĂŌĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞǇ ŶĞĞĚ Ă
series more than a movie to get the best out
of them. Especially when you have a cast of
thousands. Then you just get spectacle but
no real character development. Of course,
that’s just my own personal feelings on it,
and when I’ve gone to see a movie I don’t
ŚĂǀĞ ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ͕ /͛ǀĞ ůŽǀĞĚ ŝƚ͘  / ůŽǀĞĚ
Ant-Man. I loved Guardians and I loved
Deadpool.
&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ ǇŽƵƌ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ dŝŵ ŚĂƐ ǁƌŝƩĞŶ ĂŶ
ĂƵƚŽďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ ʹ ĐĂŶ ǁĞ ĞǆƉĞĐƚ ǇŽƵƌ ŽǁŶ
ŵĞŵŽŝƌƐĂƚĂŶǇƉŽŝŶƚ͍
,ĂŚĂŚ͊  / ƚŚŝŶŬ / ǁŽƵůĚ ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ ĐĂƵƐĞ ĂŶ
ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚ ŝĨ / ĚŝĚ ƚŚĂƚ͘  DĂǇďĞ
one day I will do a kiss ‘n’ tell but I think if
I did I would probably have to go into exile
again. c

Review

7+(/2676(5,(6˨
$1*(/3/$1(7$1'
MAGIC
Reviewed by Allan Lear
ƵĚŝŽĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐĂƌĞŚĞĂǀŝůǇĂĐƟǀĞĂƚƚŚĞ
ŵŽŵĞŶƚ͕ ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ ŽƵƚ ĨŽƌ ĨĂŶƐ͛ ĚĞůĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ
a mixture of old favourites read in audio
ĨŽƌŵĂƚďǇĐůĂƐƐŝĐƐĞƌŝĞƐĂĐƚŽƌƐ;ƐƵĐŚDĂƩŚĞǁ
tĂƚĞƌŚŽƵƐĞ͕EŝĐŽůĂƌǇĂŶƚĂŶĚdĞƌƌǇDŽůůǇͿ
and brand-new adventures such as this, read
by alumni of the regenerated series. The Lost
ƐĞƌŝĞƐŝƐŶŽƚǇĞƚĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚďƵƚƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƚŚƌĞĞ
ƉĂƌƚƐʹThe Lost Angel, The Lost Planet and
dŚĞ>ŽƐƚDĂŐŝĐʹwere available for review at
ƚŚĞƟŵĞŽĨƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘
^ĞƚŝŶŵŽĚĞƌŶͲĚĂǇEĞǁzŽƌŬ͕The Lost Angel
is appropriately read by American actor

Kerry Shale, who played Dr Renfrew in the
DĂƩ ^ŵŝƚŚͲĞƌĂ ĞƉŝƐŽĚĞ The Day of the
DŽŽŶ. Shale is also involved with the voicing
of Thomas the Tank Engine, and so is wellversed in the audio format.
dŚŝƐ ŝƐ ĂŶ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů ƐƚŽƌǇ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ dǁĞůŌŚ
Doctor’s era and pits Capaldi’s Doctor, as
well as intrepid human amateurs Alex and
Brandon Yow, against what many consider
the most iconic threat of the new series: the
tĞĞƉŝŶŐŶŐĞůƐ͘dŚĞŶŐĞůƐĂƌĞĂĐƌĞĂƟŽŶŽĨ
^ƚĞƉŚĞŶDŽīĂƚ͛ƐĂŶĚĨŽƌŵŝĚĂďůĞŽƉƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͕
ďĞŝŶŐ ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇ ŝŶǀƵůŶĞƌĂďůĞ͕ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ƌĂŶŐĞ
of nigh-supernatural powers and a manner
ŽĨ ŵĂŶŝĨĞƐƟŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ůĞŶĚƐ ŝƚƐĞůĨ ƚŽ ĐƌĞĞƉǇ͕
scary scenes of gradually encroaching threat.
dŽƚŚĞƐĞŝŶŚĞƌĞŶƚĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞƐ͕ǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ'ĞŽƌŐĞ
DĂŶŶ ĂŶĚ ĂǀĂŶ ^ĐŽƩ ŚĂǀĞ ĂĚĚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŽŶĞ
thing that the Angels have so far lacked
that arguably keeps them from the top
rank of adversaries like the Daleks and the
ǇďĞƌŵĞŶ͗ĂŵŽƟǀĂƟŽŶ͘

- 21 -

Th
The
Lost
An
Angel
tells the
stor of an upstory
and-coming
ph
photojournalist
who
stumbles
over a series
of
mysterious
disappearances
disa
connected
to a
conn
property
deal
proper
taking place in the
EĞǁ
zŽƌŬ ƐƵďƵƌď
 EĞĞĚůĞƐƐ ƚŽ
EĞ zŽƌŬ
Ƶď ď ŽĨ ZŝĐŬŵĂŶ͘
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say, these disappearances are far more than
Ă ƐĞƌŝĞƐ ŽĨ ƌŽŵĂŶƟĐ ĞůŽƉĞŵĞŶƚƐ Žƌ ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ
of circuses; there is sinister intent behind
them. When a crazy Scotsman shows up
Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ŚŽŵĞůĞƐƐ ƐŚĞůƚĞƌ ǁĂǀŝŶŐ Ă ŐůŽǁƐƟĐŬ
around, the stage is set for Doctor Twelve to
intervene on behalf of humanity.

ďŝƩĞƌĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŽĨƉůĞŶƚǇŽĨŵĞƌŝĐĂŶĮůŵƐ
and TV series that many US actors struggle
ƚŽƚĞůůƚŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶĂ^ĐŽƫƐŚĂŶĚ
an Irish dialect; Shale, however, evidently
ŚĂƐĂŐŽŽĚĞĂƌ͕ĂŶĚŚŝƐǀĞƌƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞdǁĞůŌŚ
Doctor is consistent and convincing. While
ŚĞ ĚŽĞƐ ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ ƐŽ ƌƵŝŶŽƵƐůǇ ĂŵďŝƟŽƵƐ ĂƐ
ƚŽĂƩĞŵƉƚĂŶŽƵƚͲĂŶĚͲŽƵƚŝŵƉĞƌƐŽŶĂƟŽŶŽĨ
Capaldi, Mr Shale has observed his delivery
well and you can really hear some of these
ůŝŶĞƐĐŽŵŝŶŐĨƌŽŵEƵŵďĞƌdǁĞůǀĞ͛ƐŵŽƵƚŚ͘
That the dialogue matches the character so
well is, of course, another compliment to the
ǁƌŝƟŶŐƚĞĂŵĂůƐŽ͘

Employing an American actor for a story set in
EĞǁzŽƌŬǁĂƐĂŶĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚĐŚŽŝĐĞ͕ĂƐ^ŚĂůĞŝƐ
ĂďůĞƚŽĞŵďŽĚǇŵƵůƟƉůĞŵĞƌŝĐĂŶĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ
ǁŚŝůĞƌĞƚĂŝŶŝŶŐĂĐůĞĂƌǀŽĐĂůŝĚĞŶƟƚǇĨŽƌĞĂĐŚ
ŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ͕ ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ ǁŚŝĐŚ Ă ƌŝƟƐŚ ĂĐƚŽƌ
ŵŝŐŚƚ ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ ƚŽ ĚŽ ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ ƌĞƐŽƌƟŶŐ ƚŽ
ƐƚŽĐŬ ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ ĂĐĐĞŶƚƐ ʹ ŽŶĞ EĞǁ zŽƌŬĞƌ͕
one Bostonian, one Texan, say. This adds
immeasurably to the realism, and hence
the immersion, of the tale. We know from

The Lost Planet follows on from its nearŶĂŵĞƐĂŬĞ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ ƚŚĞ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ
ŽĨ ƚŚĞ dǁĞŇƚŚ ŽĐƚŽƌ ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ
companions, Alex and Brandon Yow of
EĞǁ zŽƌŬ ŝƚǇ͘  dŚĞ ƉƌŽďůĞŵ ŽĨ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ ƚǁŽ
American characters as leads is, of course,
ƚŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ŵŽƌĞ ĂĐƚŽƌƐ ǁŚŽ ĐĂŶ
convincingly maintain the accent when you
do the other instalments in their series.

People who are not completely sold on the
͞ǁŝďďůǇͲǁŽďďůǇ͕ ƟŵĞǇͲǁŝŵĞǇ͟ ĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ ŽĨ
DŽīĂƚ͛Ɛ ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ ŽĨ Doctor Who may be
somewhat perplexed by the story’s twists
and turns, involving as they do the Angels’
ŚĂďŝƚ ŽĨ ǌĂƉƉŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŝƌ ǀŝĐƟŵƐ ďĂĐŬ ŝŶ ƟŵĞ
dŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ƚǁŽ ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ƚŚĂƚ ĂŶǇ when feeding on their chronal energy.
Doctor Who stories need to be a success: ,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞ ƐĐƌŝƉƚ ŬĞĞƉƐ ŵĂƩĞƌƐ ůŝŐŚƚ
they need pace, and they need wit. Running and never descends into dull-as-ditchwater
at an hour in length, this adventure exceeds ƉƐĞƵĚŽƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ ŐŽďďůĞĚĞŐŽŽŬ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ƚŚĞ ĚƵƌĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ Ă ds ĞƉŝƐŽĚĞ ĂŶĚ ŵƵƐƚ ƉĂƟĞŶĐĞŽĨĞǀĞŶĂǇŽƵŶŐĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞŝƐƵŶůŝŬĞůǇ
ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ ŐƵĂƌĚ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ ŇĂď Žƌ ƐůĂĐŬ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ to be taxed too severely here.
ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ ƟŵĞ͘  DĂŶ ĂŶĚ ^ĐŽƩ ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ ƚŚĞ
ƐƚŽƌǇ ǁĞůů ƚŽ ĂǀŽŝĚ ƚŚŝƐ ƉŝƞĂůů͕ ƵƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ In short, The Lost Angel is a fast and fun tale,
encroaching fear the Angels generate to slow ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚďǇĂĮŶĞĐŽŶũƵŶĐƟŽŶŽĨĂĐƚŽƌĂŶĚ
the pace without allowing the momentum to writers. It’s a pleasure to see such obvious
drain away. Their script also contains plenty ƐŬŝůůŚĂƐďĞĞŶĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞĚŝŶƉƵƫŶŐŝƚƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕
ŽĨŚƵŵŽƵƌ͕ǁŝƚŚƚŚƌŽǁĂǁĂǇĂďƐƵƌĚŝƟĞƐĂŶĚ ĂŶĚ / ůŽŽŬ ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ ƚŽ ŵŽƌĞ ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶƐ
the Doctor’s lateral approach to familiar ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞDĂŶŶͲ^ĐŽƩƚĞĂŵͲƵƉ͘dŚĞǇƌĞƵŶŝƚĞ
ŚƵŵĂŶ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ ƵƐĞĚ ǁĞůů ƚŽ ůŝŐŚƚĞŶ ƚŚĞ for part four of the series, The Lost Flame,
mixture while never undermining the threat which will be available from 5 July and
ĂƚƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇ͘^ĐŽƩ͕ŝŶƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕ which apparently will concern itself with the
is a well-established contributor to the Big Sisterhood of Kahn, so one to watch out for
Finish line of Dr Who audio adventures, and there.
that experience clearly serves the team well
here.
***
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If for that
reas
reason
alone,
EŝĐŽ
EŝĐŽůĂ
ƌǇĂŶƚ
is the
t
obvious
choi to tackle
choice
the
second
story of the
Yows’ adventures
with the Doctor.
Famous
to
Who lovers as
Perpugil
Perpugilliam
Brown,
ƚŚĞ
ƚŚ ĚǇŶĂŵŝĐ
ĚǇ ŵŝ ĂŶĚ
Ě ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶƚ
ŶĮĚĞŶƚ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ
&ŝŌŚ ĂŶĚ ^ŝǆƚŚ ŽĐƚŽƌƐ͕ ƌǇĂŶƚ ŝƐ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ
noted for the pitch-perfect American accent
ƐŚĞ ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ ŝŶ ŚĞƌ ƟŵĞ ŽŶƐĐƌĞĞŶ ǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞ ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͘  ^ŚĞ͛Ɛ ĂůƐŽ Ă Įƌŵ ĨĂŶ ĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞ͕
ďĞŝŶŐ ĂĐƟǀĞ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ ĐŝƌĐƵŝƚ ĂŶĚ
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐƚŽďƌŝŶŐWĞƌŝƚŽůŝĨĞǀŝĂŝŐ&ŝŶŝƐŚ
audio plays, and therefore an excellent
choice to act as a bridge between fans of
ůĂƐƐŝĐĂŶĚEĞǁWho.

have been said by Capaldi himself. It’s an
excellent piece of mimicry and, combined
with Bryant’s good ear for character, it
ensures the listener feels that the tale takes
place well within the Doctor Who world.
Listened to in the wake of The Lost Angel,
PlanetĨŽƌŵƐĂŶŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƉŽŝŶƚ͘/ƚ͛Ɛ
ŶŽƚĂƐƉƵŶĐŚǇĂŶĚĂůůͲĂĐƟŽŶĂƐŝƚƐŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ
predecessor, taking a slower pace and
building threat through the mythology of the
ĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶǁŽƌůĚ͖ƚŚĞŝŶŚĂďŝƚĂŶƚƐ͕ĂŶĞŶƚͲůŝŬĞ
ƌĂĐĞŽĨƐĞŶƟĞŶƚƚƌĞĞͲĚĞƐĐĞŶĚĞĚŚƵŵĂŶŽŝĚƐ͕
have formed a cargo cult around the Doctor’s
last appearance on their planet, which is a
lovely idea and produces the sort of striking
imagery that really makes it possible to see
the world that is being conjured up with
ǁŽƌĚƐ͘^ŽŵĞŵĂǇĮŶĚƚŚĞƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐůŽǁŶĞƐƐ
of the pace a tad underwhelming, but Bryant
injects plenty of urgency and vigour in the
appropriate places to keep the heartrate up.

EŽƚ Ăůů ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ǁŽƌůĚͲďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ ŝƐ ĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇ
ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚʹƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐƐŽŵĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞĂƩĂĐŚĞĚ
to the diet of the xyloid ent-people and its
ĞīĞĐƚƐŽŶƚŚĞŵĂŵŵĂůŝĂŶƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͕ǁŚŝĐŚ
struck me as peculiar since I can’t think of
a single reason why a tree and a mammal
would be able to eat or digest the same
foods or, indeed, why a tree would ingest
anything other than water and sunlight in
ƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƉůĂĐĞ͕ƐŝŶĐĞƐƵĐŚĂůŝŐŶĞŽƵƐĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞ
ǁŽƵůĚƐƵƌĞůǇƉŚŽƚŽƐǇŶƚŚĞƐŝƐĞʹďƵƚŝƚ͛ƐƌŝĐŚ
and colourful enough to keep you interested
and the old trope of a religion being built
around the protagonist’s escapades makes
far more sense when it’s the Doctor moving
ĞŶƟƌĞ ǁŽƌůĚƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ǁŝůůǇͲŶŝůůǇ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ
ƐŽŵĞ ƐŵĂůů ĨĞĂƚ ŽĨ ƋƵŽƟĚŝĂŶ ŚĞƌŽŝƐŵ ůŝŬĞ
The Lost Planet ŝƐǁƌŝƩĞŶďǇ'ĞŽƌŐĞDĂŶŶ͕ ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƵƉƚŽĂƌŽŐƵĞƐŚĞƌŝī͘
Ă ƉƌŽůŝĮĐ ĂƵƚŚŽƌ ŽĨ ŶŽǀĞůƐ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ƐĞǀĞƌĂů
BBC Doctor Who ƟĞͲŝŶ ďŽŽŬƐ ĨĞĂƚƵƌŝŶŐ Ă The second act in an ongoing series, The Lost
ƌĂŶŐĞ ŽĨ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ŽĐƚŽƌƐ͘  dŚŝƐ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ Planet does plenty to ensure that the listener
of characterising the Doctor has again stood ǁŝůů ƌĞŵĂŝŶ ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚůǇ ŝŶƚƌŝŐƵĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ
Mann in good stead, and his grasp of the progressing story arc to tune in again next
dǁĞůŌŚ ŽĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ ǀŽŝĐĞ ŝƐ ƐƵƉĞƌď͘  KƚŚĞƌ ƟŵĞ͘/ƚĂůƐŽŐŝǀĞƐůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵDoctor Who fans
ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ ĂƌĞ ƐƚƌŽŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ ʹ ǀŝƚĂů a rare opportunity to hear a well-established
ĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞƐ͕ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƐĞƫŶŐ ŽĨ Ă actor from the series doing something
ŶĂƌƌĂƚĞĚ ĂƵĚŝŽ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ ʹ ďƵƚ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ƚŚĞ outside the ambit of her regular character,
Doctor with whom we are familiar, and the ǁŚŝĐŚĐĂŶŽŶůǇĂĚĚƚŽŽƵƌĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ͘
words Mann puts in his mouth could easily
Ms Bryant reads us a story of an
ƵŶĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶĂů ŝŶǀĂƐŝŽŶ͘  ZĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ
ƚŚĞŝƌĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐǁŝƚŚtĞĞƉŝŶŐŶŐĞůƐŝŶEĞǁ
York, the Doctor and Yows enter the TARDIS
ŽŶůǇ ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ďůƵĞ ŇŽǁĞƌƐ ƐƉƌŽƵƟŶŐ ĨƌŽŵ ŝƚ͕
some in the most inconvenient places. As the
ŇŽƵƌŝƐŚŝŶŐǁĞĞĚƐŐƌŽǁůŝŬĞƚŽĂĚŇĂǆƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
all the ship’s vital circuitry, the Doctor twigs
that they must originate from only one place
ʹ Ă ƉůĂŶĞƚ ŚĞ ƉĂƌŬĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ dZ/^ ƐŽŵĞ
centuries ago and subsequently allowed to
slip his mind. The adventurers make their
way to this indoor world, only to discover
ƚŚĂƚũƵƐƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞĂĐĞůĞƐƟĂůďŽĚǇŚĂƉƉĞŶƐƚŽ
have a roof over its head doesn’t make it a
safe place to be.
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***
Magic is the lost substance in the third and, so
ĨĂƌ͕ůĂƐƚŝŶƐƚĂůŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞƐĞƌŝĞƐ͘ĂǀĂŶ^ĐŽƩ
writes this one, before he and Mann team
back up to write the fourth part. Ringing
the changes once again, dŚĞ >ŽƐƚ DĂŐŝĐ is
neither a modern-day city under siege tale
ŶŽƌ ĂŶ ŽƵƚͲĂŶĚͲŽƵƚ ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ ĮĐƟŽŶ ĞƐĐĂƉĚĞ͖
it’s that old favourite of the discerning Who
fan, the historical.
dŚĞ>ŽƐƚDĂŐŝĐis set in Elizabethan England
ĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞŽĨƚŚĞ^ƉĂŶŝƐŚƌŵĂĚĂ͘tĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ
out for signs of Spanish treachery is Dr John
Dee, Queen Elizabeth’s court astrologer
and spy in the courts of European royalty.
The historical is a lovely opportunity to
crowbar in nice bits of genuine trivia from
ƚŚĞǁĞŝƌĚǁŽƌůĚŽĨĨĂĐƚƐ͕ĂŶĚůŝƩůĞƟƚďŝƚƐĂƌĞ
ƚƵĐŬĞĚĂǁĂǇƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇʹůŝŬĞƚŚĞ
genuine fact that Dr Dee signed all his coded
messages ‘007’, which is where Fleming got
James Bond’s codenumber from.
Real history is also pressed into service
more directly as a key plot point. Late in
life, Dee was rejuvenated in his faith in
magic by the discovery of a mirror which,
seemingly, enabled him to talk to an angel.
This historical happenstance is a key element
of the ongoing saga here, the clue that will
drive us on to part four of the story, and for
ƚŚĂƚ ƌĞĂƐŽŶ ^ĐŽƩ ŚĂƐ ĐŚŽƐĞŶ ƚŽ Žŵŝƚ ƚŚĞ
fact that this “magic mirror” was the work
of a chancer who used to demand sex with
ĞĞ͛ƐǁŝĨĞŝŶĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞĨŽƌŝƚƐƵƐĞʹƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
ƚŚĞǀŽŝĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ͞ĂŶŐĞů͕͟ŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ͘EĞŝƚŚĞƌĂ
pleasant nor a child-friendly story, in reality.

ĂŶĚŚĞĂĐƋƵŝƚƐ ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ ĂĚŵŝƌĂďůǇĂƚǁŚĂƚʹ
ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŚĞĂƌŝƚʹǇŽƵǁŝůůĂŐƌĞĞŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞ
ƐŽƵŶĚĞĚůŝŬĞĂƉƌĞƩǇŐĂƌŐĂŶƚƵĂŶƚĂƐŬǁŚĞŶ
ŚĞĮƌƐƚƌĞĂĚƚŚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚ͘
With more incident and intrigue than the
ƐŽŌĞƌThe Lost Planet, DĂŐŝĐ will seem like
a return to form for those who felt that the
pace had dipped below acceptable speed
ĨŽƌ ƚŚĂƚ ƐĞĐŽŶĚ ŝŶƐƚĂůŵĞŶƚ ʹ ƚŚŽƵŐŚ ŝƚ
ďĞĂƌƐƌĞƉĞĂƟŶŐƚŚĂƚ͕ĂƚƌŽƵŐŚůǇĂŶŚŽƵƌƉĞƌ
episode, none of the stories really outstays
ŝƚƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞŽƌƐŚŽǁƐƐŝŐŶƐŽĨŇĂŐŐŝŶŐ͘
With three varied stories in the bank, each of
them successful in its own right and varied
enough from its kin to stand apart as an
episode while also servicing the arc plot, the
LostƐĞƌŝĞƐŚĂƐďĞĞŶĂƉƌĞƩǇƐŽůŝĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨŽƌ
ƚŚĞƐĞŝŶŝƟĂůĨŽƌĂǇƐŝŶƚŽĂƵĚŝŽĂƉĂůĚŝ͘tŝƚŚ
Clare Higgins, of Hellraiser fame, set to read
ƚŚĞŶĞǆƚĞŶƚƌǇʹƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŶŐƚŚĂƚ^ŝƐƚĞƌKŚŝůĂ͕
her onscreen Doctor Who character from the
^ŝƐƚĞƌŚŽŽĚŽĨ<ĂŚŶʹŝƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĞƌŝĞƐ
will be worth pursuing at least one more
step. c

More to the point, the choice of televisual
Who ĂůƵŵŶƵƐ ƚŚŝƐ ƟŵĞ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ŝƐ ŽŶĞ Dƌ
Dan Starkey, probably most famous as Strax,
ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵŝĐ ^ŽŶƚĂƌĂŶ ĨŽŝů ŽĨ ƚŚĞ WĂƚĞƌ EŽƐƚĞƌ
Gang, and also as one of the elves backing
ƵƉ EŝĐŬ &ƌŽƐƚ͛Ɛ ŝŐ ĂĚĚǇ ŚƌŝŵďŽ ŝŶ Last
Christmas. Starkey has an impressive vocal
ƌĂŶŐĞĂŶĚŝƚŝƐƵƐĞĚƚŽĨƵůůĞīĞĐƚŚĞƌĞʹůĂƚĞ
on in the episode, for plot reasons I won’t
whisper, he is called upon to perform, in
quick succession, the voices of several
characters previously seen in TV Doctor Who,
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Feature

',25$0,&'5$0$6
by Jez Strickley

/Ĩ ǇŽƵ ŐƌĞǁ ƵƉ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů ĐŝŶĞŵĂƟĐ
releases of George Lucas’ Star Wars
trilogy between 1977 and 1983, you may
well have spent your pocket money on
ƚŚĞ ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŝŶŐ ĂĐƟŽŶ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ͕ ĐŚƵŶŬǇ
ƐƉĂĐĞƐŚŝƉƐ ĂŶĚ ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ ƉůĂǇ ƐĞƚƐ ǁŚŝĐŚ
ďĞĐĂŵĞĂƐƚŽĐŬĨĞĂƚƵƌĞŽĨƌŝƟƐŚƚŽǇƐŚŽƉƐŝŶ
the early 1980s. These wonderful diversions
allowed you to re-enact your favourite
moments from the saga or engineer
ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ ƐƚŽƌǇůŝŶĞƐ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŵŝŐŚƚ ƐĞĞ ,ĂŶ
Solo escape the carbonite-freezing chamber
or Luke Skywalker defeat Darth Vader with
both hands intact.
Ɛ ŵƵĐŚ ĂƐ / ůŽǀĞĚ ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐ
lightsabre duels and X-Wing versus Tie
&ŝŐŚƚĞƌ ĚŽŐĮŐŚƚƐ͕ / ƌĞĂůůǇ ǁĂŶƚĞĚ ƚŽ ĚŽ ƚŚĞ
same in the context of Doctor Who, with
console room and TARDIS, Doctor and
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ͕ĂŶĚĂŐŽŽĚƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨďƵŐͲĞǇĞĚ
ŵŽŶƐƚĞƌƐ ƚŽ ďĂƩůĞ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ͘  /͛Ě ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ The
Five Doctors with its medley of malcontents
ŽŶůǇ Ă ĨĞǁ ƐŚŽƌƚ ŵŽŶƚŚƐ ĂŌĞƌ / ǁĂƚĐŚĞĚ
Return of the Jedi at the cinema and been
given an Imperial Scout Walker toy, so what
about a Death Zone play set, complete with
Rassilon’s Tomb and Raston Warrior Robot?

Matt Connolly

to release a range of Doctor Who ĂĐƟŽŶ
ĮŐƵƌĞƐ͘  / ƐƟůů ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ƐĞĞŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĂĚǀĞƌƚ
and poring over the details with a feeling
of incredulity. Was it really true? Could I
ĮŶĂůůǇ ŐĞƚ Ă ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ĚĞƉŝĐƟŶŐ
ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐĨƌŽŵŵǇĂůůͲƟŵĞĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞƐĞƌŝĞƐ͍
Of course, my doubts were not serious,
ďƵƚ / ǁĂƐ ƐƟůů Ă ůŝƩůĞ ĚŝƐďĞůŝĞǀŝŶŐ͘  tŚĞŶ /
ŵĂĚĞ ŵǇ ĮƌƐƚ ŽƌĚĞƌ / ƐĞĞŵ ƚŽ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ
ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐŝŶŐ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ĮƌƐƚ ĂŶĚ ŽŶůǇ
aiming for the more expensive TARDIS (which
could be dismantled and its walls used to
complete the console room set) and console
ǁŝƚŚďĂƩĞƌǇͲŽƉĞƌĂƚĞĚƟŵĞƌŽƚŽƌǁŚĞŶ/ŚĂĚ
saved up enough money. Along with the
above, the Dapol range included the Seventh
ŽĐƚŽƌ;ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞǁŝƚŚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶͲŵĂƌŬŚĂŶĚůĞ
ƵŵďƌĞůůĂͿ͕ DĞůĂŶŝĞ ƵƐŚ ĂŶĚ Ă ĨƌŝĐƟŽŶ
motor-powered K9. The then-latest monster,
the Tetrap, was also a feature. Soon enough
ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ Ă ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ ŽĨ ĂůĞŬƐ ŽŶ ŽīĞƌ ;ŵǇ
favourite was the gold-and-white imperial
Dalek from Remembrance of the Daleks),
ĂǀƌŽƐ ;ǁŝƚŚ Ă ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ ĞĚŝƟŽŶ ƐƉŽƌƟŶŐ ĂŶ
intact right hand, I presume produced in
error), a Cyberman and an Ice Warrior. Ace
and the Fourth Doctor also joined the range
later on.

Between 1987 and 1991 I steadily built a
ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨĮŐƵƌĞƐ͕ƉůƵƐdZ/^ĂŶĚĐŽŶƐŽůĞ
room.
But somehow, despite Dapol’s
ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů ĞīŽƌƚƐ͕ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĐŽůůĞĐƟďůĞƐ ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ
ũƵƐƚĂůŝƩůĞƚŽŽůĂƚĞĨŽƌŵĞƚŽĐŽŶũƵƌĞƵƉŶĞǁ
ĮĐƟŽŶƐĐŽƵƌƚĞƐǇŽĨĂĂůĞŬǀĞƌƐƵƐ/ĐĞtĂƌƌŝŽƌ
If you think about it, most series in the 1980s ƐƚĂŶĚͲŽī͕ŽƌĂŵŽƌĂůŝƐŝŶŐĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶ
had at least one adventure which could McCoy’s Doctor and the dastardly Davros.
have leant itself to a play set theme, like the /ŶƐƚĞĂĚƚŚĞƐĞĮŐƵƌĞƐũŽŝŶĞĚŵǇDoctor Who
ĂĨŽƌĞŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ ^ĞĂƐŽŶ dǁĞŶƚǇ ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ ŵĞƌĐŚĂŶĚŝƐĞ ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ǁĞƌĞ ĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇ
special.
Season Eighteen’s Full Circle put on display amongst boxes of tD issues
could have been another contender, not and VHS tapes, cases of books and assorted
ƚŽ ŵĞŶƟŽŶ ^ĞĂƐŽŶ EŝŶĞƚĞĞŶ͛Ɛ Earthshock, ƉĞǁƚĞƌ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ͘  ,ĂĚ / ďĞĞŶ Ă ƚŽƵĐŚ ůĞƐƐ
Season Twenty-One’s Warriors of the Deep, ŽďƐĞƐƐŝǀĞŝŶŵǇĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ͕ŽƌũƵƐƚĂďŝƚŵŽƌĞ
Season Twenty-Two’s ZĞǀĞůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟǀĞ͕ / ŵŝŐŚƚ ŚĂǀĞ ƚƌŝĞĚ ƵƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞƐĞ
DaleksĂŶĚ^ĞĂƐŽŶdǁĞŶƚǇͲdŚƌĞĞ͛ƐWĂƌƚƐEŝŶĞ models to create storyboard tableaux of
to Twelve with hydroponics set and Vervoids ŶĞǁĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ͕ĨĂŶͲĮĐƟŽŶĚŝŽƌĂŵĂƐǁŚŝĐŚ/
running amok.
could have recorded with a well-taken series
of photographs.
Ƶƚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ŶŽƚ ƚŽ ďĞ͕ Ăƚ ůĞĂƐƚ ŶŽƚ ƵŶƟů ƚŚĞ
Cheshire-based company Dapol Models ůĂƐ͕/ĚŝĚŶŽƚ͕ĂŶĚŝƚǁĂƐŶ͛ƚƵŶƟů/ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ
arrived on the scene in 1987 and took Malcolm Orr’s wonderful Time Tales series
advantage of the newly-started McCoy era ʹ ƐŽŵĞ ƚǁĞŶƚǇͲŽĚĚ ǇĞĂƌƐ ĂŌĞƌ ƵŶƉĂĐŬŝŶŐ
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ŵǇĮƌƐƚĂƉŽůĂĐƟŽŶĮŐƵƌĞƐʹƚŚĂƚ/ƌĞĂůŝƐĞĚ Three decades ago, my own meagre modelwhat was possible.
ŵĂŬŝŶŐƉůĂŶƐʹƐĂĚůǇƵŶƵƐĞĚʹǁĞƌĞĞŶƟƌĞůǇ
ĐŽŶĮŶĞĚ ƚŽ Ă ĐĂƐƚ ĐŽŵƉŽƐĞĚ ŽĨ Ă ƐŽůŝƚĂƌǇ
Possible, that is, when you have liberal Tetrap menacing the Seventh Doctor in
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐƐ ŽĨ ĂƌƟƐƚƌǇ͕ ĂďŝůŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ͘ the TARDIS console room. It was fun to
Which Malcolm Orr has in spades.
imagine what I could manufacture out of
this grouping, outside of a sequel of sorts
Available to read at Doctor Who Online, to Time and the Rani, and for all too brief a
Malcolm Orr’s stories are well worth ƟŵĞ/ƉŽŶĚĞƌĞĚďƵŝůĚŝŶŐĨƵůůͲƐĐĂůĞĚŝŽƌĂŵĂƐ
ƚĂŬŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ ƚŽ ĞŶũŽǇ͘  ,ŝƐ ƚĂďůĞĂƵǆ ŽĨ ĂŶĚ ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚŝŶŐ ŵǇ ĞīŽƌƚƐ ĨŽƌ ƉŽƐƚĞƌŝƚǇ͘
Doctor Who ĂĐƟŽŶ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ͕ďĞƩĞƌŬŶŽǁŶĂƐ In the end my cast gradually expanded, too,
ĚŝŽƌĂŵĂƐ͕ ĚĞƉŝĐƚ ǁĞůůͲĐƌĂŌĞĚ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ lending me a mix of characters which would
ǁŚĞƌĞƉůŽƫŶŐƚĂŬĞƐƉƌĞĐĞĚĞŶĐĞŽǀĞƌƉƌŽƉƐ͘ have been more than up to the challenge of
/ůĞĂƌŶƚƚŚŝƐĮƌƐƚŚĂŶĚǁŚĞŶ/ŚĂĚƚŚĞƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞ ƉƵůůŝŶŐŽīĂŵƵůƟͲŽĐƚŽƌƐƚŽƌǇ͕ǁŝƚŚĂďƌĂĐĞŽĨ
of interviewing Malcolm for the Canadian companions and an assortment of monsters
Doctor Who fan magazine Whotopia back in for good measure. But, for no reason that
ϮϬϬϵ͘/ŶƐŚŽƌƚ͕ŝĨĂŶĂĐƟŽŶĮŐƵƌĞƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ comes to mind, I never got around to doing
ĂƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐŶ͛ƚƚŽŚĂŶĚ͕DĂůĐŽůŵ it. So it is with a pang of regret that I must
customises it. Period. And it’s far from a confess my pondering remained just that.
ƋƵŝĐŬͲĮǆ ƉƵƌƐƵŝƚ͕ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ƚǇƉŝĐĂů ƐƚŽƌǇ ƚĂŬŝŶŐ ŶĚ ǁŚĞŶ / ůŽŽŬ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ ŽĨ
around a month to complete. Malcolm’s Malcolm Orr I see what can indeed happen
Time Tales deliver a varied and well thought ǁŚĞŶ Ă ŵŽƟǀĂƚĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƐŬŝůůĞĚ ĂƌƟƐƚ͕ ǁŝƚŚ Ă
ŽƵƚ ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͕ ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ ŽƵƟŶŐƐ ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞǁƌŝƟŶŐƚĂůĞŶƚ͕ƐĞƚƐĂďŽƵƚƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ
for the Tenth Doctor and the Fourth Doctor, ƐƵĐŚĚĞůŝŐŚƞƵůǁŽƌŬƐŽĨĮĐƟŽŶ͘^ŽƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ
and at least one brand new companion who ŝƚ͛ƐůŽŶŐƉĂƐƚƟŵĞ/ƚŽŽŬŽƵƚŵǇĂƉŽůĂĐƟŽŶ
ŵĂǇůŽŽŬĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ͘/ƚ͛ƐŝŶǀĞŶƟǀĞĂŶĚŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů ĮŐƵƌĞƐĂŶĚŐŽƚƚŽǁŽƌŬŽŶĂĚŝŽƌĂŵĂŽĨŵǇ
storytelling and, in my view, makes for a ŽǁŶ͘tĂƚĐŚƚŚŝƐƐƉĂĐĞ͊c
wonderful added layer to the growing body
ŽĨĨĂŶĮĐƟŽŶƉŽƉƵůĂƟŶŐĨŽƌƵŵƐĂŶĚĨĂŶǌŝŶĞƐ͘

Malcolm Orr's Time Tales can be viewed online at
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĚƌǁŚŽͲŽŶůŝŶĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬdŝŵĞdĂůĞƐͬ
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Interview

ŶĞǁ ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͕ / ďŽǇĐŽƩĞĚ ŝƚ ŚĂůĨǁĂǇ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
DĂƩ^ŵŝƚŚ͛ƐƚĞŶƵƌĞ͕ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ/ŚĂǀĞĐŚĞĐŬĞĚ
in occasionally to see if things have improved
and usually tune straight out again when
Interview by Grant Bull / ĮŶĚ ƚŚĞǇ ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ͘  / ƐŽůĚ Žī ŶĞĂƌůǇ Ăůů ŵǇ
new series Who collectables some years ago
Paul Berry is the author of Doctor Who so sourcing a lot of them would have proved
Memorabilia, a review of which is featured in tricky. Rather than just giving the new series
this very issue. CM caught up with him to ask lip service I decided to keep the focus on
ƚŚĞďƵƌŶŝŶŐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͙
Who from 1963-2004. That leaves us with
ĂŶ ŽƉƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ Ă ƐĞĐŽŶĚ ǀŽůƵŵĞ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǁ
&ŝƌƐƚůǇ͕ ǁŚŽ ǁĂƐ ǇŽƵƌ ŽĐƚŽƌ ĂŶĚ ǇŽƵƌ ĮƌƐƚ series if this one’s popular, although whether
ƐĞƌŝĂů͍
I’m the person to write it who knows.

3$8/%(55<

DǇĮƌƐƚŽĐƚŽƌǁĂƐdŽŵĂŬĞƌ͘/ŚĂǀĞǀĂŐƵĞ
memories of Androids of Tara and Power
of Kroll but started watching regularly from
ĞƐƟŶǇŽĨƚŚĞĂůĞŬƐ. I remember The Horns
of Nimon ďĞŝŶŐ ƐĐĂƌǇ ǁŚĞŶ / ǁĂƐ ĮǀĞ͘  /
couldn’t believe it when years later people
started saying it was rubbish. Just goes to
ƐŚŽǁƚŚĂƚƋƵŽƚĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵĞŵŽƌǇĐŚĞĂƟŶŐ
does have some truth to it. I didn’t become
ǁŚĂƚ/͛ĚĐĂůůĂĨĂŶƚŚŽƵŐŚ͚ƟůůĂďŽƵƚThe Trial of
a Timelord when I became obsessed with the
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͘hƉ͚ƟůůƚŚĞŶŝƚŚĂĚƚŽĐŽŵƉĞƚĞ
with things like Star Wars and DĂƐƚĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞ
UniverseĨŽƌŵǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘/ƌŽŶŝĐĂůůǇũƵƐƚĂƐ
ŵǇĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵǁĂƐƚĂŬŝŶŐŽīĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇĞůƐĞ
ƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽďĞŐĞƫŶŐĚŝƐŝůůƵƐŝŽŶĞĚǁŝƚŚŝƚ͘

tŚĂƚŝƐǇŽƵƌĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞƉŝĞĐĞŽĨŵĞŵŽƌĂďŝůŝĂ͍
I suppose for sheer nostalgia the Target
books are probably number one for me. I
could look at that cover art all day. A close
ƐĞĐŽŶĚ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƚŚĞ ŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ KƉƟŽŶƐ
ƌĂŶŐĞ ŽĨ ĂĐƟŽŶ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ͘  / ǁĂŶƚĞĚ Doctor
WhoĮŐƵƌĞƐĂƐĂŬŝĚĂŶĚĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚĂƉŽůǁĂƐ
around I was a bit disappointed with them.
dŚĞŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌKƉƟŽŶƐĐůĂƐƐŝĐƐĂƌĞƚŚĞWho
ĮŐƵƌĞƐ / ĚƌĞĂŵĞĚ ŽĨ ǁŚĞŶ / ǁĂƐ ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ͘
Sadly it looks like they’ve stopped doing the
ŽůĚĞƌƐƚƵīŶŽǁďƵƚƚŚĞǇŚĂĚĂŐŽŽĚƌƵŶ͘
ඬDo you think Doctor Who products have
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŶĞǁƐĞƌŝĞƐ͍

,ෲŽǁĚŝĚǇŽƵĚĞĐŝĚĞŽŶǁŚĂƚĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐŽĨƐƵĐŚ In some ways, yes. There’s a slickness to
a huge array of WhoĐŽůůĞĐƚĂďůĞƐƚŽĨŽĐƵƐŽŶ͍ ƚŚĞŵ͘  dŚĞ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŵŽĚĞůƐ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ůŽƚ
ŵŽƌĞĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽĚĞƚĂŝůƚŚĂŶŝŶƚŚĞŽůĚĚĂǇƐ͕
It was a case of narrowing it down to the core but I think a lot of the new merchandise
ŝƚĞŵƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƌĂƌĞƌ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ lacks individuality. There seems to be a lot
ones. It isn’t intended to be a complete guide of rubbish out there with no charm at all, but
like the Transcendental Toybox. The idea was maybe that’s just an age thing. When the
to tell the story of the collectables and be new series came back I had the foolish idea I
more of a visual treat rather than just a list was going to collect everything, like many of
or price guide. The book mainly focuses on us did in the old days. Thank god I gave up,
the 60s, 70s and 80s with some merchandise because I would be drowning in it now.
from the 90s and 2000s. The new post-2005
series isn’t included at all for a couple of ෲ/͛ŵ Ă ƐƵĐŬĞƌ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ǀŝĚĞŽ ĐŽǀĞƌ Ăƌƚ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ
reasons. Firstly, there has been a ridiculous ƉĞƌŝŽĚŽĨƚŚĞƐĞƌĞůĞĂƐĞƐĚŽǇŽƵƉƌĞĨĞƌ͍
amount of product and while there has
ďĞĞŶƐŽŵĞŐŽŽĚ ƐƚƵīĂůŽƚŽĨŝƚŝƐƐƟůů ǀĞƌǇ I must admit my favourites are the early ones
common and I don’t think would carry a huge with photo montages like WǇƌĂŵŝĚƐŽĨDĂƌƐ,
amount of nostalgia for the target audience Day of the Daleks etc. I think opinion at the
ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ďŽŽŬ͘  dŚĞ ƐĞĐŽŶĚ ƌĞĂƐŽŶ ʹ ĂŶĚ ƚŚŝƐ ƟŵĞǁĂƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŶ͛ƚǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚǁŚŝĐŚ
may prove a bit controversial with some of is why they brought the artwork ones in. I
ǇŽƵƌƌĞĂĚĞƌƐʹŝƐƚŚĂƚ/ŶŽůŽŶŐĞƌǁĂƚĐŚƚŚĞ
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think though they have aged well and in a
ǁĂǇŝƚ͛ƐĂƉŝƚǇƚŚĞǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŚĞŵ͘

ෲtŚǇĚŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬDoctor Who has stayed so
ƉŽƉƵůĂƌŽǀĞƌƚŚĞǇĞĂƌƐ͍

ĐƟŽŶĮŐƵƌĞƐ͕ŽƉĞŶŽƌƵŶŽƉĞŶ͍

I think probably its adaptability and having
ƐƵĐŚŐŽŽĚŝĚĞĂƐĂŶĚĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ͘/ƚ͛ƐĂĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ
Both. I’ve got most of the Character classics format, and there’s no reason it can’t run and
both loose and sealed. I normally err ƌƵŶĂŶĚďĞƌĞǀŝǀĞĚƟŵĞĂŶĚƟŵĞĂŐĂŝŶ͘dŚĞ
ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐŬĞĞƉŝŶŐĂĐƟŽŶĮŐƵƌĞƐƉĂĐŬĂŐĞĚ͕ďƵƚ new series though has played it too safe for
couldn’t resists the idea of having the Who ƚŽŽ ůŽŶŐ ŶŽǁ ĂŶĚ / ƚŚŝŶŬ ŝƚ ŶĞĞĚƐ Ă ĚƌĂƐƟĐ
ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ŽŶ ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ͘  / ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ŵŝŶĚ ƉĂǇŝŶŐ ĨƵůů re-imagining for it to have a long term future.
ƉƌŝĐĞ ĨŽƌ ƉĂĐŬĂŐĞĚ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ďƵƚ ƵƐƵĂůůǇ ŚŽůĚ Whether Chris Chibnall will have the guts to
ŽīĨŽƌĂƐĂůĞŽŶŽŶĞƐƚŽŽƉĞŶ͘
do that remains to be seen.
Were there collectables you wish you had
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ͍/ĨƐŽǁŚŝĐŚŽŶĞƐ͍

Finally, and some would say most importantly:
ǁŚĂƚŝƐǇŽƵƌĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞĐŚĞĞƐĞ͍͊

I got most items in I intended, obviously with
more pages to play with I would have been
able to include a lot more. It would have
been nice to get a few more 1960s products
ŝŶďƵƚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚĂďůǇƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŚĂƌĚƚŽĮŶĚ͘
All the images are original taken or sourced
ďǇŵǇƐĞůĨƐŽŝƚǁĂƐŶ͛ƚĂŶŽƉƟŽŶƚŽũƵƐƚƉƵůů
ƚŚĞŵŽīƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘

Sorry, not really a cheese lover, although I
ĚŽŶ͛ƚŵŝŶĚĐŚĞĞƐĞͲŇĂǀŽƵƌĞĚĐƌŝƐƉƐ͘c
dŚĂŶŬ ǇŽƵ ǀĞƌǇ ŵƵĐŚ ƚŽ WĂƵů ĨŽƌ ĐŚĂƫŶŐ
ƚŽƵƐĂŶĚĚŽĐŚĞĐŬŽƵƚŚŝƐďŽŽŬǀŝĂŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬ
ǁǁǁ͘ĂŵďĞƌůĞǇͲďŽŽŬƐ͘ĐŽŵͬĚŽĐƚŽƌͲǁŚŽͲ
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ŵŝŐŚƚ ďĞ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ĞĂƌůǇ͕ ďƵƚ ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ŶŽ ƌĞĂƐŽŶ
why we can’t enjoy ourselves.”

The Physician, an elderly gentleman with
thinning white hair and wearing some sort
of cloak despite the heat outside, kept
by Ian Peake staring at the wall and saying, “But how can
we be sure? How can we my boy, when I
It is the Year of Our Lord 1592. Four years don’t know if I have done the right thing or
have passed since the Spanish Armada sank ŶŽƚ͍͟EŽƚůŝŬŝŶŐƚŽƐĞĞĂĨĞůůŽǁŶŐůŝƐŚŵĂŶ
ŽīŽƵƌƐŚŽƌĞƐ͕ǇĞƚĂƐĂŶĂƟŽŶŶŐůĂŶĚŝƐƐƟůů in distress, I approached and asked if I could
not at peace. Daily there are rumours of help in any way.
another Armada being built. Most are false,
but occasionally there is a rumour too true “The Doctor keeps going on about what he
to be ignored.
recently did in Athens,” Steven explained
ĂƐ ŚĞ ƚŽŽŬ ŵĞ ŝŶƚŽ ŚŝƐ ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ͘  ͞/ ŬĞĞƉ
tŽƌĚŚĂĚƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ>ŽŶĚŽŶƚŚĂƚƚŚĞsĂƟĐĂŶ͕ telling him that anyone with a heart would
together with some Italian States, was have done exactly the same thing.”
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐĂůĂƌŐĞŇĞĞƚŽĨƐŚŝƉƐŝŶsĞŶŝĐĞ͕ƌĞĂĚǇ
ƚŽŝŶǀĂĚĞ͘EĂƚƵƌĂůůǇtĂůƐŝŶŐŚĂŵǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽ “And I keep telling this young man,” the
know if there was any truth in these rumours, Physician retorted, “that though we are lucky
ƐŽ ŚĞ ƐĞŶƚ ŵĞ ʹ tŝůůŝĂŵ ^ŚĂŬĞƐƉĞĂƌĞ ʹ ƚŽ to travel as much as we do, we must consider
ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞ͘
the wider consequences. We dare not, must
ŶŽƚŵĞĚĚůĞǁŝƚŚƚŚŝŶŐƐĂŶĚƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐǁĞĚŽ
The rumour was a curious mixture of both fact not fully understand. Especially in Athens,
ĂŶĚ ĮĐƟŽŶ͘  dƌƵĞ͕ ƚŚĞ sĞŶĞƟĂŶƐ͕ ƵŶĚĞƌ ƚŚĞ where things are at such a delicate stage
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐŽĨWŽƉĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂŶĚŚŝƐ/ƚĂůŝĂŶ where the Greeks and Rome are concerned.”
ĂůůŝĞƐ͕ǁĞƌĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐĂŇĞĞƚŽĨƐŚŝƉƐ͘ƵƚƚŚĞǇ
ǁĞƌĞ ŵŽƌĞ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ EĞǁ tŽƌůĚ͕ My ears pricked up at this point. I knew
rather than England’s green and pleasant ƚŚĞ sĞŶĞƟĂŶƐ ƐƟůů ŽďũĞĐƚĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ KƩŽŵĂŶ
land. Relieved, I spent that Midsummer’s ŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŶƐ͕ďƵƚZŽŵĞĂƐǁĞůů͍dŚŝƐ
Day of 1592 walking the streets of Venice. was news to me and news that Walsingham
dŚĞ ƐƵŶ ǁĂƐ ŚŝŐŚ ĂŶĚ ŝƚƐ ŚĞĂƚ ĮĞƌĐĞ ĂŶĚ / would gladly pay more to hear. “Why not
soon found myself in need of some wine to ůĞƚ ŵĞ ĚĞĐŝĚĞ͍͟ / ǀĞŶƚƵƌĞĚ͘  ͞/ Ăŵ ĂŌĞƌ Ăůů
quench my thirst.
neutral and a fellow traveller.”
&ŽƌƚƵŶĞůĞĂĚŵĞƚŽdŚĞdǁŽEŽďůĞ<ŝŶƐŵĞŶ͗
ĂƚĂǀĞƌŶŽī^ƚDĂƌŬ͛Ɛ^ƋƵĂƌĞ͘Ɛ/ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ
I was surprised to see the place so empty,
ŐŝǀĞŶƚŚĞŚŽƵƌ͘ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵĂĨĞǁĮƐŚĞƌŵĞŶ
ǁŚŽ ǁĞƌĞ ĂĐƟǀĞůǇ ĂƌŐƵŝŶŐ ŽǀĞƌ ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͕
the only other inhabitants were two men
who by the looks and dress of one of them
were English. Eager for company and
ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͕/ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞĚ͘

“Why not, Doctor?” Steven suggested. The
Physician hesitated for a moment as he
thought. “I can see no possible harm that will
ĐŽŵĞ ŽĨ ŝƚ͕ ĂŶĚ ďĞƐŝĚĞƐ͕ ŝƚ ǁŽƵůĚ ƐĞƩůĞ ƚŚĞ
ŵĂƩĞƌŽŶĞǁĂǇŽƌĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͘/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŚĂƉƉǇ
ƚŽũƵĚŐĞ͕Dƌ͙͟

͞EŽŶĂŵĞƐ͟/ƌĞƉůŝĞĚ͘͞dŚĂƚǁĂǇƚŚĞƌĞĐĂŶ
ďĞŶŽƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŽĨŵǇůŽǇĂůƟĞƐ͘dŚĞůĞƐƐǇŽƵ
know about me, the easier it will be for me to
DǇŝŶƐƟŶĐƚƐƉƌŽǀĞĚƚŽďĞƌŝŐŚƚ͘dŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ decide.” The Physician hesitated for a second
of the two, a traveller whom I later learnt was before agreeing. “Fair enough, young man. If
called Steven, was saying, “Doctor, you’ve ƚŚĂƚŝƐǇŽƵƌƉƌŝĐĞĨŽƌƐĞƩůŝŶŐƚŚŝƐĂīĂŝƌ͕ƐŽďĞ
done the right thing, don’t worry. Look let’s it.”
enjoy our drink and explore Venice. True, we
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I was glad, for my desire for anonymity had
nothing to do with loyalty or the travellers
urging me for the sake of a mutual friend
to back their cause, but more for selfƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘  /Ĩ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ǁĂƐ ĂƐ
precious as I thought, there would be a
ƌŝŽƚŽƵƐ ĐŽŵŵŽƟŽŶ ǁŚĞŶ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ
that the English knew all about the planned
alliance between Athens and Rome. If the
Greeks, or worse, the Pope, ever discovered
that I, William Shakespeare, had given away
their secret, my life expectancy would be
ůĞƐƐƚŚĂŶZŝĐŚĂƌĚ///͛ƐŽŶƚŚĞŽƐǁŽƌƚŚĮĞůĚ͘
&ĂƌďĞƩĞƌŝĨƚŚĞƐĞĨŽŽůƐƚĂŬĞƚŚĞĨƵůůďƌƵŶƚŽĨ
any punishment that was dealt out by the
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ͘

͞ŽŶƟŶĞŶƚ͕͟ƚŚĞWŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶŝŶƚĞƌũĞĐƚĞĚ͘͞zŽƵ
have heard the stories of things unseen in far
ĚŝƐƚĂŶƚůĂŶĚƐ͕Dƌ͙͟

͞tĞůů͕ƚŚŝƐƵŬĞdŚĞƐĞƵƐ͙͟

“Quite so,” I added, “but pray, Steven,
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘͟

“Yes, of Athens. Well, this Duke insisted that
a local girl, Hermia, marry someone she did
not love.”

͞zĞƐ͕ ĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ ĨƌŽŵ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ ĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚ
I can live with, especially when they are
troublesome. But the one thing I don’t like
ŚĂǀŝŶŐĂŶĚŐĞƫŶŐŝŶƚŽƚƌŽƵďůĞǁŝƚŚŝƐDŽŶŬƐ
and those in authority.”

Very wise, I thought to myself. Even
ƚŚŽƵŐŚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ŶŽǁ ŽǀĞƌ ĮŌǇ ǇĞĂƌƐ ƐŝŶĐĞ
the Monasteries had been dissolved, many
ƉĞŽƉůĞ ůŝŬĞ ^ƚĞǀĞŶ ŚĞƌĞ ǁĞƌĞ ƐƟůů ĂĨƌĂŝĚ ŽĨ
/ƌĞĂůŝƐĞĚƚŽŵǇŚŽƌƌŽƌ͕ƚŚĂƚŝŶŵǇŵĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶƐ falling foul of members of the clergy. I felt
I had missed something of what Steven had /ŶĞĞĚĞĚƚŽŬŶŽǁŵŽƌĞ͕ƐŽƌĞͲĮůůŝŶŐ^ƚĞǀĞŶ͛Ɛ
been saying. I fancied I heard him saying ŐůĂƐƐ/ĂƐŬĞĚŝĨƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶŝŶƋƵĞƐƟŽŶǁĂƐĂ
something about 1700 years, but knew I was member of the clergy or the nobility.
mistaken. “Pardon” I murmured.
͞EŽďŝůŝƚǇ͕͟ŚĞƌĞƉůŝĞĚ͘
The Physician rapidly took up the tale and
ĐůĂƌŝĮĞĚƚŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶĨŽƌŵĞ͘͞DǇĨƌŝĞŶĚǁĂƐ /ƉƵƐŚĞĚĂůŝƩůĞŵŽƌĞ͗͞tŚŽĞǆĂĐƚůǇ͍͟
saying that we arrived in Athens over 1700
“Duke Theseus of Athens, no less.”
hours ago.”
͞ ĨĂŝƌ ƟŵĞ͕͟ / ƌĞƉůŝĞĚ͕ ͞ĂŶĚ ƟŵĞ ĞŶŽƵŐŚ ͞ŝĸĐƵůƚ͘͟
to put this problem to one side.” My reassurance calmed the aging Physician as “And delicate. But I keep telling the Doctor
/ ƐĂǁ Śŝŵ ǀŝƐŝďůǇ ƌĞůĂǆ ĂŶĚ͕ ĂŌĞƌ ƌĞͲĮůůŝŶŐ we did the right thing.”
^ƚĞǀĞŶ͛ƐŐŽďůĞƚ͕ůĞƚŚŝŵĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŚĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐ͘
This Physician, this Doctor, was indeed a
“True, when we arrived those hours ago strange man, who by the looks of things
we were weary and needed some rest. But ŶĞĞĚĞĚ ƚŽ ƐƉĞŶĚ ůĞƐƐ ƟŵĞ ĂƌŐƵŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ŚŝƐ
within a few hours we found ourselves up to ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƌĞ ƟŵĞ ŚĞĂůŝŶŐ ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͘
ŽƵƌ ŶĞĐŬƐ ŝŶ Ă ǀĞƌǇ ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ Ă Ɛ / ǁƌŝƚĞ͕ / ĐĂŶ ƐƟůů ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ
ĨĞǁŵŽƌĞŚŽƵƌƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĂƚ͕ǁĞŚĂĚƚŽŵĂŬĞ ŚĞĂƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ sĞŶĞƟĂŶ ƐƵŶ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ ǁĂůůƐ
of the hostelry where we sat, yet despite the
another rather hasty exit.”
ǁĂƌŵƚŚ ŚĞ ƐƟůů ǁŽƌĞ ŚŝƐ ƚŚŝĐŬ ĐůŽĂŬ͘  DŽƌĞ
͞:ƵƐƚ ŚŽǁ ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƐƚǇ͍͟ / ĂƐŬĞĚ͘ alarming was that even though myself and
Time had shown me that life in Elizabethan ^ƚĞǀĞŶǁĞƌĞƐǁĞĂƟŶŐƉƌŽĨƵƐĞůǇĂŶĚĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ
England was anything but easy, but most as much wine as our goblets could hold, not
ĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐĐŽƵůĚďĞƌĞƐŽůǀĞĚŽǀĞƌĂŇĂŐŽŶŽƌ ŽŶĞ ďĞĂĚ ŽĨ ƉĞƌƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶ ĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ ŽŶ ƚŚŝƐ
ƚǁŽ ŽĨ ǁŝŶĞ͘  hŶůĞƐƐ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ ǁĂƐ Doctor’s brow and not one goblet of wine
involved, in which case you almost certainly seemed to pass his lips. So far, apart from
need a fast horse in every town and a fast the odd word, he had said nothing and by
the look of things was unlikely to say much
boat in every port at your disposal.
for a while. So I looked to Steven for more
͞ŝĸĐƵůƚĞŶŽƵŐŚ͕͟^ƚĞǀĞŶƌĞƉůŝĞĚ͘͞ƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘  ͞tŚĂƚ ĞǆĂĐƚůǇ ĚŝĚ ǇŽƵ ĚŽ ƚŽ
ĨƌŽŵĂŶŽƚŚĞƌʹ͟
annoy him so?”
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ĞŵĞƚƌŝƵƐŽƌďĞĐŽŵĞĂŶƵŶʹƐŚĞǁĂƐŵŽƌĞ
than happy to take holy orders.”

“Of Athens.”
“It was at that point that I allowed my
companion’s heart to over-rule my head.”

“Quite so, Doctor.” Pausing for breath and
draining his goblet, Steven told me that
“What’s wrong with that?” I queried. It is a originally during their travels there had been
well-known fact that virtually all the women three of them: himself, the Physician and a
in Elizabethan England are husbands to the young maiden called Vicki. However, during
men they do not love and mistresses to the their stay in Troy, this Vicki had meet and
ones they do.
fallen in love with a member of the local
ŶŽďŝůŝƚǇ͘  /Ĩ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ĂŶǇ ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ
“Because it’s wrong,” said a slightly annoyed ŝƚ ǁĂƐ Ă ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ͕ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ Ă
Steven. “You should marry not for what you marriage of love, there was, Steven pointed
or your family will get out of it, but for love out, no way that the Physician would have
and the desire to be together.”
approved of the marriage. He wouldn’t
wish a loveless marriage upon his own
/ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽƚƌǇĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚŵŽĚĞŽĨĞŶƋƵŝƌǇ͘ ŐƌĂŶĚĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͕ƐŽǁŚǇƐŚŽƵůĚ,ĞƌŵŝĂƐƵīĞƌ
“What did her father say?”
the same fate? So, the two of them hatched
a cunning plan.
“He agreed. As far as he was concerned love
didn’t come into it. His daughter should “A plot?” asked I.
marry Demetrius whether she liked it or not.”
͞ ůŽǀĞƌ͛Ɛ ƉůŽƚ͕͟ ĐŽŶĮƌŵĞĚ ^ƚĞǀĞŶ͕ ͞ǁŽƌƚŚǇ
“Demetrius” I enquired.
of Marlowe himself.” I winced inwardly as I
heard the name of my greatest rival, but said
“Yes, Demetrius. Both the father and the nothing least I should give myself away. “The
Duke felt it was in everyone’s best interests plan”, Steven said, “was simple. Pretending
if Hermia married this Demetrius who she to be travelling players, both the Doctor
clearly did not love.”
and I approached Hermia and Lysander and
ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚʹ͟
͞ŵĂƚĐŚŵŽƌĞŽĨƉŽůŝƟĐƐ͕ƚŚĂŶůŽǀĞ͘͟
͞WĞƌƐƵĂĚĞĚŵŝŐŚƚďĞĂďĞƩĞƌǁŽƌĚ͕ŵǇďŽǇ͘͟
“And that,” said the Physician, “is the
problem. Should I have let this marriage take “Okay, Doctor, persuaded them to run away
place?”
together. There was a wood close by where
they could meet and elope. With a bit of
“Between this Hermia of Athens and money in their pocket they could live happily
Demetrius of Rome?” I stated, as I wanted to together for a few years. Then Hermia could
be in no doubt about this marriage alliance come back to Athens, be reunited with their
between Athens and Rome. The Physician, father and they could all live happily ever
ƚŚŽƵŐŚŝƌƌŝƚĂďůĞ͕ĐŽŶĮƌŵĞĚƚŚŝƐǁŝƚŚĂďƌŝĞĨ ĂŌĞƌ͘͟
“Quite so. Must you repeat everything we
say?” and on that note, fell silent.
“Did they agree?” asked I.
^ƚĞǀĞŶ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͘  ͞tĞůů͕ ƚŚŝƐ ,ĞƌŵŝĂ ǁĂƐ
in love with a local boy called Lysander. In
fact, she was so in love with him that when
ŚĞƌĨĂƚŚĞƌŐĂǀĞŚĞƌĂŶƵůƟŵĂƚƵŵʹƚŽŵĂƌƌǇ

“Like a shot,” came the answer. “Indeed, out
of all the people I’ve seen in all the places
I’ve visited, I’ve never seen such a couple so
ŝŶůŽǀĞ͘dŚĞŝƌůŽǀĞǁĂƐůŝŬĞ͙͟
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͞dŚĞŇĂŵĞƐŽĨsĞŶƵƐ͘͟
͞tŚĞŶƚŚĞƐƵŶƐĞƚƐĂŌĞƌĂƐƚŽƌŵďĞĂƚĞŶĚĂǇ͕
quite so.” I must admit that I did not know
what Steven was talking about; however, I
ůĞƚƚŚĞƉŚƌĂƐĞŐŽ͕ƌĞĮůůĞĚŽƵƌŐŽďůĞƚƐĂŶĚůĞƚ
ŚŝŵĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘

object to the marriage. Thankfully, Steven
saw my confusion and took up the tale.

“Helena was the name of the other girl. You
could tell by the way she looked at Demetrius,
ƚŚĞǁĂǇƐŚĞŇŝĐŬĞĚŚĞƌŚĂŝƌĂŶĚůŽǁĞƌĞĚŚĞƌ
ǀŽŝĐĞĞǀĞƌǇƟŵĞƐŚĞƐĂŝĚŽƌŚĞĂƌĚŚŝƐŶĂŵĞ͕
that this was a girl deeply in love. And, by
͞ŽƚŚƐĂŝĚǇĞƐ͕ĞǀĞŶďĞĨŽƌĞǁĞŚĂĚĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ ĞŵĞƚƌŝƵƐ ǁĂƐ ĮŐŚƟŶŐ ŚŝƐ ŝŶŶĞƌ
telling them our proposal. So, we arranged demons, that he was in love with her. One
that all of us would meet up in the forest, ŚŽƵƌƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐĂƐŵƵĐŚƟŵĞĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞǁŝƚŚ
were we would help them on their way.”
her, the next pushing her away with cruel
insults. It was there for all to see, but power
“What about this Demetrius?”
ĂŶĚƉŽůŝƟĐƐŐŽƚŝŶƚŚĞǁĂǇ͘
͞EĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ ŚĞ ǁŽƵůĚ ŶŽƚ ďĞ ŚĂƉƉǇ͕ ƐŽ ǁĞ I could tell by the tones of Steven’s voice
decided it best not to tell him.”
ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞ ĚŝĚ ŶŽƚ ůŝŬĞ ƉŽůŝƟĐŝĂŶƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚŽƐĞ
in authority. I secretly agreed with what
“Let sleeping tempests lie.”
ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ƐĂǇŝŶŐ ʹ ĂƐ / ǁŽƵůĚ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ďĞ ŝŶ
^ƚƌĂƞŽƌĚ ǁƌŝƟŶŐ ƚŚĂŶ ŚĞƌĞ ŝŶ sĞŶŝĐĞ ďĞŝŶŐ
“Quite so. Besides, it was clear when you a spy. Life though had taught me to keep
looked into Demetrius’ eyes that he did not these thoughts to myself. Indeed, those
really love Hermia. He was marrying her not brave or stupid enough to express such
because he loved her, but because his family ǀŝĞǁƐ ŽƵƚ ůŽƵĚ ŚĂĚ ŽŌĞŶ ĚŝŶĞĚ Ăƚ Ă ůŽĐĂů
and this Duke Theseus wanted him to. It was tavern in the evening, spent the night in
obvious he loved another.”
the tower and been breakfast for the birds
in the morning. Maybe, I wondered, their
“Another?”
ĚŝƐůŝŬĞ ŽĨ ƉŽůŝƟĐŝĂŶƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚŽƐĞ ǁŝƚŚ ƉŽǁĞƌ
over them the real reason why my drinking
“Another.”
companions travelled as much as they did.
In the silence that followed I felt obliged to
“The plot thickens,” said I.
say something safe, as you never know who
may be listening. So, I asked why Demetrius
^ƚĞǀĞŶĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͗͞dŚĞƉƌŽďůĞŵǁĂƐ͕ŚĞĚŝĚ couldn’t marry this Helena.
not know it. It was one of those buried loves,
those hidden desires that when you admit it “Because her family was not as powerful or
ĨŽƌƚŚĞǀĞƌǇĮƌƐƚƟŵĞŶŽƚŽŶůǇĨĞĞůƐƌŝŐŚƚ͕ďƵƚ ĂƐŝŶŇƵĞŶƟĂůĂƐ,ĞƌŵŝĂ͛Ɛ͟ĐĂŵĞƚŚĞŚŽŶĞƐƚ͕
you realise you felt this way all along and had brutal reply. “Yes, Helena’s family had money
been too afraid to admit it.”
and property, but Hermia’s brother was a
ƐĞŶĂƚŽƌ͘EŽƚĂŐŽŽĚŽŶĞ/ŚĞĂƌ͕ďƵƚĂ^ĞŶĂƚŽƌ
“Fear, like love, makes fools of us all” said ŶŽŶĞƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͘/ŚĂĚŚĞĂƌĚŝƚƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚŝŶƟŵĞ
I. The Physician agreed, saying that he had Helena’s brother would become a Senator
seen the same thing over and over again ĂŶĚĂŐŽŽĚŽŶĞĂƚƚŚĂƚ͕ďƵƚůŝŬĞĂůůƉŽůŝƟĐŝĂŶƐ͕
in all his travels. His desire to remove this ƵŬĞdŚĞƐĞƵƐĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚǁĂŝƚ͘WƵƫŶŐƐŚŽƌƚͲ
ridiculous fear of Demetrius and let him term gain over long-term stability.”
love another who loved him as much as he
loved her was another reason why he had ͞/ƚĂŬĞƚŚĂƚŝĨƵŬĞdŚĞƐĞƵƐǁĂƐĞǀĞƌƚŽĮŶĚ
let himself become involved in this ridiculous out about your plan to help Hermia marry
ƐĐŚĞŵĞ͘/ŶŽĚĚĞĚŝŶĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͕ďƵƚǁĂƐƐƟůů Lysander and Demetrius marry Helena he
ƵŶƐƵƌĞĂďŽƵƚƚǁŽƚŚŝŶŐƐ͗ƚŚĞŝĚĞŶƟƚǇŽĨƚŚĞ would not be happy.”
other girl involved, and why the Duke should
“Quite so.”
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͞/ƚĐŽƵůĚƌƵŝŶĂĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇǁŽƌŬĞĚŽƵƚƉŽůŝƟĐĂů As quick as Hamlet’s ghost he had ordered
alliance.”
his soldiers to kill us.”
͞ŝĸĐƵůƚ͕͟ ƐĂŝĚ /͘  / ǁĂƐ ƚĞŵƉƚĞĚ ƚŽ ĂƐŬ ŝĨ
the two of them had thought of running
͞/ƚǁŽƵůĚďĞŐŽŽĚƚŚĞŶŝĨŚĞĚŝĚŶŽƚĮŶĚŽƵƚ͘͟ away and leave the four lovers to their fate,
ďƵƚ ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ ŝƚ͘  ^ǁŽƌĚ ĮŐŚƚ ĨŽůůŽǁƐ
͞dŚĂƚ͛ƐƚŚĞƉƌŽďůĞŵ͗ŚĞĚŝĚĮŶĚŽƵƚ͘͟
anger as quickly as Anthony had followed
ůĞŽƉĂƚƌĂ͘  dŚĂŶŬĨƵůůǇ͕ ƚŚŝƐ ƐĂƟƐĮĞĚ ^ƚĞǀĞŶ͕
“A most unfortunate turn of events,” added and he told me what happened next.
the Physician.
͞EĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ ǁĞ ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ůĞĂǀĞ ƚŚĞ ĨŽƵƌ
“But how?” I asked. For the life of me I lovers and let them await the punishment
could not think how their well-thought-out ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ͘  ,ĂǀŝŶŐ ŐŽƚ ƚŚĞŵ ŝŶƚŽ
plan with honourable, though misguided, ƚŚŝƐ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͕ ŝƚ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ ƚŽƚĂůůǇ ǁƌŽŶŐ ƚŽ
ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐŵŝŐŚƚŚĂǀĞŐŽŶĞĂŵŝƐƐ͘
abandon them to their fate. Thankfully the
dZ/^͙͟
“Hermia told Helena.”
“TARDIS?” quizzed I.
“Oh.”
“Our means of transport,” said the Physician,
“Yes oh. You would have thought that Hermia “It’s a carriage we use to get from place to
would have kept her elopement secret. But place. TARDIS is the name the two of us have
no, she had to tell Helena.” Steven, I could given to it.”
ƚĞůů͕ ǁĂƐ ŐĞƫŶŐ ĂŶŐƌǇ ĂŶĚ ŝŶ Ă ǁĂǇ / ĐŽƵůĚ
not blame him. Many a spy had been caught I understood at once. During my recent
due to his wife’s gossiping amongst her boat trip to Venice I had sailed on the ship
friends. Pausing to take a long drink from “Merry Wives of Windsor.” The voyage was
his goblet, both to quench his thirst and re- anything but merry. I noted with relief that
ĨƵĞůŚŝƐĂŶŐĞƌ͕^ƚĞǀĞŶĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͗͞ŶĚǁŚĂƚ Steven was now a lot calmer and took the
does Helena do? To prove how much she ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽŽƌĚĞƌĂŶŽƚŚĞƌďŽƩůĞŽĨǁŝŶĞ͘
loves Demetrius, she goes and tells him. And Due to the heat, we had already consumed
Demetrius in turn goes and tells the Duke ƚǁŽŇĂŐŽŶƐ͕ǁŚŝůƐƚƚŚĞWŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶǁĂƐƐƟůůŽŶ
all about it, to prove that he is worthy of ŚŝƐĮƌƐƚŐŽďůĞƚ͘,ĂǀŝŶŐƌĞͲĮůůĞĚŽƵƌŐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕/
Hermia’s hand in marriage.”
ůĞƚ^ƚĞǀĞŶĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘
“Doubtlessly so.”

͞ ŵŽƐƚ ƌĞŐƌĞƩĂďůĞ ĨĂĐƚ͕͟ ƐƚĂƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ “Thankfully our carriage, the TARDIS, was
Physician.
in the same wood as the four lovers were
heading, so it should have been easy to get
“Quite so,” I agreed. Fate had taught me that everything sorted out. But then the Duke
the best way to calm down a man consumed ŝŶƚĞƌĨĞƌĞĚ ĂŐĂŝŶ͘  EŽƚ ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ ǁŝƚŚ ƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ
by both wine and anger is to agree with his soldiers out in the streets to kill us, he
him. This seemed to do the trick, as even ƐĞŶƚ ƚŚĞŵ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ǁŽŽĚƐ ĂŌĞƌ ƵƐ͘   ĨĂĐƚ
ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽŐĞƚǁŽƌƐĞ made even worse by the way he sent them
in Athens, Steven’s manner improved as he in disguise.”
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͗
As Steven re-freshened both his glass and
“As you can imagine, the Duke was not mine I found myself increasing interested in
ĞŶƟƌĞůǇŚĂƉƉǇǁŚĞŶŚĞŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚŝƚǁĂƐƚŚĞ ƚŚĞŝƌƐƚŽƌǇĂŶĚůĞƐƐƐŽŝŶƚŚĞƉŽůŝƟĐĂůĂůůŝĂŶĐĞ͘
two of us who had suggested the elopement “How so?” enquired I.
and put all his carefully-laid plans in jeopardy.
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“By dressing them up as travelling players.
Oh, he was clever that Duke. Because of
the forthcoming marriage he had decided to
put on a play for both the guests and locals.
What’s a few more players? So, he got some
of his best soldiers to put on actor’s clothes
and walk around the market place. There he
puts on a bit of a performance as he pretends
to hire them and then sends them, daggers
and all, into the woods to rehearse their
Winter’s Tale and eliminate us at the same
ƟŵĞ͘͟
“A most unfortunate development,” said I.
“If I had known that this unexpected course of
events would have taken place, I would have
never,” said the Physician, “never allowed
myself to be persuaded to get involved.”
“But it worked out alright.” Steven countered.
“True, the original plan was that Hermia and
Lysander would originally meet in the woods
and quietly elope. And now we had to do
ƚŚŝƐ͕ ǁŚŝůƐƚ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ƟŵĞ ĚĞĂůŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞ ƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂĐƟŶŐ ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ ĂŶĚ
real-life daggers. As well as the presence of
ĞŵĞƚƌŝƵƐĂŶĚ,ĞůĞŶĂ͙ďƵƚƚŚĞŽĐƚŽƌĐĂŵĞ
ƵƉǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵŽƐƚŝŶŐĞŶŝŽƵƐƐŽůƵƟŽŶ͘͟
“How so?” asked I.
“You will have heard, young man, that there
ĂƌĞĐĞƌƚĂŝŶŇŽǁĞƌƐ͕ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶŚĞƌďƐƚŚĂƚǁŚĞŶ
added to a drink make a person fall asleep.”
/ŶŽĚĚĞĚĂƐƚŚĞWŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͘͞KǀĞƌ
the course of my travels I have encountered
ƐƵĐŚ Ă ŇŽǁĞƌĂŶĚ ŚĂĚ ŬĞƉƚ Ă ƐĂŵƉůĞ ŝŶ ŵǇ
carriage, where in safety I was able to make a
ĚƌŝŶŬƚŚĂƚĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚƚŚĞũƵŝĐĞŽĨƚŚĂƚŇŽǁĞƌ͘͟

“Quite so.”
“The problem,” said Steven draining his
ŐŽďůĞƚĂŶĚƌĞĮůůŝŶŐďŽƚŚŵŝŶĞĂŶĚŚŝƐ͕͞ǁĂƐ
the Duke’s soldiers. By all accounts they
were not happy at the thought of going into
the woods at night, partly because they were
ŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĞͲǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ
having heard stories about beings that lived
there.”
͞WƵƌĞƐƵƉĞƌƐƟƟŽŶ͕͟ŵƵƩĞƌĞĚƚŚĞWŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ͕
ǁŚŽĂƚůĂƐƚĮŶŝƐŚĞĚŚŝƐŐŽďůĞƚĂŶĚŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ
that the soldiers like Steven and myself
had drunk copious amounts of wine before
venturing into the woods. I could not
disagree. The two of us were now on our
ĨŽƵƌƚŚ ďŽƩůĞ͕ ďƵƚ ĂŶǇ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ ŽĨ ůĞĂǀŝŶŐ
ĂŶĚƚĂƐƟŶŐƚŚĞsĞŶĞƟĂŶĂŝƌǁĞƌĞĨĂƌĨƌŽŵŵǇ
mind as I was eager to know what happen
next. Steven enlighten me.
“Luckily for us, one of the soldiers had
indulged a bit too much and upon entering
the wood fell fast sleep. I was able to liberate
his clothes and, pretending to be one of the
inhabitants of the wood, approached both
ĞŵĞƚƌŝƵƐ ĂŶĚ ,ĞůĞŶĂ ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞůǇ͕ ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ
hospitality, for it was a warm night and
ƐĂǇŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂĚƌŝŶŬǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞŵŝŶ
a nearby clearing. The idea being they would
drink, fall asleep and then in love.”
“All’s well that ends well,” I said. An apt
saying that I hoped I would remember for
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƟŵĞ͘dŚĞƐůŝŐŚƚůǇƐŚĂŬŝŶŐŚĞĂĚƐƚŽůĚ
me that this was not the case.

“Whilst Demetrius was approaching the
glade, he heard the soldiers approaching.
Knowing how drunk the soldiers were, he hid
“A sort of magic juice?” said I.
ŝŶĐĂƐĞŝƚǁĂƐĂĐĂƐĞŽĨĚĂŐŐĞƌƐĮƌƐƚ͕ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ
later. Whilst he hid Lysander approached the
“Quite so. Once drunk it sends the person ŐůĂĚĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁ
into a deep sleep and makes them see the why, maybe it was nerves, maybe the heat,
world with new eyes on awakening. Indeed, but upon seeing the two goblets he assumed
it has been said that once you have drunk that either I or Hermia had laid them out for
ƚŚĞũƵŝĐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐŇŽǁĞƌ͕ŝƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶŬŶŽǁŶĨŽƌ the two of them. Drank one and promptly
ƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽĨĂůůŝŶůŽǀĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĞǇ fell asleep.”
see.”
͞EŽƚŐŽŽĚ͘͟
“A drink worthy of Venus herself.”
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“And complicated further when Helena
entered the glade. Upon seeing Lysander
laying on the ground and unsure if he was
asleep or dead, she tried to wake him up.
>ǇƐĂŶĚĞƌǁĂŬĞƐƵƉ͕ŶŽƟĐĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞ
how wonderful Helena is, falls madly in love
with her and asks if he can marry her. She
runs away with him giving chase.
“They disappear and then a few minutes
later Demetrius reappears having hidden
well enough for the soldiers to have passed
him by. He sees the other goblet, picks it up,
has a drink and falls promptly asleep. Shortly
ĂŌĞƌǁĂƌĚ,ĞůĞŶĂ͕ŚĂǀŝŶŐůŽƐƚ>ǇƐĂŶĚĞƌŝŶƚŚĞ
woods, stumbles back into the glade and falls
over a sleeping Demetrius. He wakes up,
ƌĞĂůŝƐĞƐŚŽǁďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƐŚĞŝƐ͕ĨĂůůƐŝŶůŽǀĞĂŶĚ
asks her to marry him. Yet again she runs
ĂǁĂǇǁŝƚŚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞĞŵĞƚƌŝƵƐŐŝǀŝŶŐĐŚĂƐĞ͘
“So,” said I, just to be clear, “both Lysander
and Demetrius, instead of falling in love with
their hearts’ desires, were now both in love
with Helena and pursuing her at the same
ƟŵĞ͘͟
“Quite so.” said the Physician.
“A plot of comedy, worthy of a play,” I
laughed seeing the joke and hoping that I
hadn’t given myself away.

the fact that I was wearing his original set
ŽĨ ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŶŽƚ ǁĂŶƟŶŐ ƚŽ ǁĂůŬ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ
ŶĂŬĞĚ͕ ŚĞ ƉƵƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƐĞƚ ŽĨ ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ ŚĞ
ĐŽƵůĚĮŶĚ͘/ƚǁĂƐũƵƐƚŚŝƐŵŝƐĨŽƌƚƵŶĞĂŶĚŽƵƌ
good fortune that the clothes were those of
a donkey costume which the soldiers had
brought along as part of their disguise. And
then someone crept up behind him and
pushed the head of the donkey on top of
him.”
I wondered who it was and as I looked at
the Physician his face broke into a slight
ŐƌŝŶ͘/ǁĂƐƚĞŵƉƚĞĚƚŽĮŶĚŽƵƚ͕ďƵƚŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ
ŚĞ ƌĂŝƐĞĚ ŚŝƐ ĨŽƌĞĮŶŐĞƌ ƚŽ ŚŝƐ ŵŽƵƚŚ ĂŶĚ͕
ĐŚƵĐŬůŝŶŐ ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞůǇ ƚŽ ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͕ ŵƵƩĞƌĞĚ͕
“Remarkable, quite remarkable.”
“Ingenious,” was how Steven described it.
͞hŶĂďůĞƚŽƐĞĞƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇĚƵĞƚŽŚŝƐĂƩĞŵƉƚƐ
to remove the head, he stumbled around the
ǁŽŽĚ ĂŶĚ ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ ĞŶĚĞĚ ƵƉ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ŚŝƐ
fellow soldiers. You can imagine how they
reacted. They were nervous enough about
ĐŽŵŝŶŐ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ǁŽŽĚƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƉůĂĐĞ͘
Upon seeing a donkey coming towards them
ƚŚĞǇƚƵƌŶĞĚĂŶĚƌĂŶ͘ŶĚƚŚĞŶʹ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁ
ʹĂĨĂŝƌǇŽƌƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĞŶƐƵƌĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐƉŽŽƌ
soldier tripped and in a moment removed
the donkey’s head that had inconvenienced
ŚŝŵƐŽ͘ZĞůŝĞǀĞĚ͕ŚĞƌĂŶĂŌĞƌŚŝƐĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ
ƚŽ ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ Ăůů ĂŶĚ ŝŶ ůĞƐƐ ƟŵĞ ƚŚĂŶ ŝƚ ƚĂŬĞƐ
for a merchant of Venice to complete a
ƚƌĂŶƐĂĐƟŽŶƚŚĞƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐŚĂĚĂůůĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ͘͟

“Possibly,” grunted the Physician. I could see
that he did not agree, neither did Steven.
^Ž͕ / ƌĞĮůůĞĚ ďŽƚŚ ŽƵƌ ŐŽďůĞƚƐ ĂŶĚ ůĞƚ Śŝŵ “A fairy,” I asked, looking at the Physician, “or
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘
someone else?”
“A Puck of a mess, was how one of my former
ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐŝŶƚŚĞŇĞĞƚǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞĐĂůůĞĚŝƚ͘
EŽƚ ŽŶůǇ ĚŝĚ ǁĞ ŚĂǀĞ ƚŽ ŵĂŬĞ ƚŚĞƐĞ ƐƚĂƌͲ
crossed lovers un-love and then fall in love
again with the right person, but we also had
to deal with the Duke’s soldiers, who had
ĐĂƵƐĞĚƚŚŝƐĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŽŶĂƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƟŵĞ͘tĞ
were due a bit of luck and thank heavens we
got it.”
“How so?” enquired I.
“The soldier who had fallen asleep due to
having too much wine woke up. Due to

“Who knows, dear boy, who knows?” he
said, chuckling at some private joke, before
quickly changing the subject by remarking
ƚŚĂƚǁĞǁĞƌĞŶŽǁŽŶŽƵƌĮŌŚďŽƩůĞŽĨǁŝŶĞ
ĂŶĚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ƟŵĞ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ ŽŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ǁĂǇ͘  /
ƌĞĮůůĞĚ^ƚĞǀĞŶ͛ƐŐůĂƐƐĂŶĚĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚŚŝŵƚŽ
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĂƐ/ǁĂƐŬĞĞŶƚŽĮŶĚŽƵƚǁŚĂƚŚĂĚ
happened to Lysander and Hermia.
͞Ǉ ƚŚŝƐ ƟŵĞ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ŚĂĚ ŐŽƚ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ďŝƚ ŽƵƚ
of hand. All four of them had met up and
both Lysander and Demetrius were arguing
fervently over who loved Helena the most.
We knew we had to act quickly, as measure
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for measure they were both worked up and
likely to start duelling any second. Thankfully,
none of them knew that the soldiers had
Ăůů ůĞŌ ĂŶĚ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ŽƵƌ ƌĞĐĞŶƚ ǀŝƐŝƚ ƚŽ dƌŽǇ /
acquired a shield, sword and complete set of
ĂƌŵŽƵƌ͘WƵƫŶŐƚŚŝƐŽŶ͕/ŵĂĚĞĞŶŽƵŐŚŶŽŝƐĞ
for six men. Before you could say “Timon
of Athens” they had all disappeared in four
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘͟
“It was quite amusing,” added the Physician.
“In many ways, you could say it was a real
comedy of errors.”
“And whilst I made the noise, the Doctor
here appeared to each one of them in turn
ĂŶĚ ŽīĞƌ ƚŚĞŵ Ă ŚŝĚŝŶŐ ƉůĂĐĞ ĂŶĚ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
drink of our magic juice. Before long, all four
of them were fast asleep and in the glade for
safekeeping.”
dŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƐƵŶǁĂƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇƐƚĂƌƟŶŐƚŽĐĂƐƚ
shadows in the inn, yet the way Steven had
ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ ŚŝƐ ůĂƐƚ ƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞ ŵĂĚĞ ŵĞ ƚŚŝŶŬ
there was one more twist to the tale. Why
put all four together, instead of keeping
the two couples apart to prevent the same
mistake happening again? I was about to
ask, when it seemed that my young friend
had read my thoughts and answered the
ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĨŽƌŵĞ͘

However, before the innkeeper could see me,
the Physician told me in no uncertain terms
to put down my hand as the day was nearly
ŽǀĞƌĂŶĚŝƚǁĂƐƟŵĞƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŽŶƚŚĞŝƌǁĂǇ͘
I was disappointed and like all good doctors,
ƚŚĞWŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĞƐŝŐŶƐ͘͞/ĨǇŽƵŵƵƐƚ
know young man, when the couples awoke
Demetrius discovered what we knew all
along, that he loved Helena. He fact he was
now so taken with her he asked the Duke
if he could marry her instead of Hermia; a
request he granted.”
“And that is why,” said Steven, “I say we did
the right thing. Because the Duke allowed
Demetrius to marry Helena, Hermia was able
to marry Lysander and love conquered all.
Believe me, I’ve seen the blood that can be
ƐŚĞĚǁŚĞŶĂůůŝĂŶĐĞƐĂƌĞŵĂĚĞŽŶďŝƩĞƌŶĞƐƐ
and jealousy.”
“And I, young man, have seen the
ĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƌĞĨƵů ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů
ĂůůŝĂŶĐĞƐ ŐŽŝŶŐ ĂƐƚƌĂǇ͘  DĞĚĚůŝŶŐ ŝŶ ĂīĂŝƌƐ
we don’t fully understand could have grave
ĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐ͘EŽƚũƵƐƚĨŽƌƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƟŵĞ͕
but for the future. Who knows what harm
ŽƵƌĂĐƟŽŶƐŵŝŐŚƚŚĂǀĞĐĂƵƐĞĚƚŚĂƚĚĂǇ͘͟

/ĨĞůƚƚŚĂƚƵŶůĞƐƐ/ĂĐƚĞĚƋƵŝĐŬůǇ͕ƚŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ
ĐŽƵůĚƚƵƌŶŶĂƐƚǇ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞsĞŶĞƟĂŶƐĚŝĚŶŽƚ
ƚĂŬĞ ŬŝŶĚůǇ ƚŽ ĨŽƌĞŝŐŶĞƌƐ ĮŐŚƟŶŐ͘  ĞƐŝĚĞƐ͕
“By now the dawn had started to break. in my heart I felt I had to agree with Steven.
Duke Theseus, upon hearing how his soldiers True, the alliance might not have been the
had failed the night before, arranged an one both sides had wanted, but a marriage
early morning hunt into the forest. Though had taken place between two important
ƚŚĞ ŽŶůǇ ǁŝůĚ ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ŚƵŶƟŶŐ ǁĞƌĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŝŶ ZŽŵĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶƐ͘  dŚĞ ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů
ƵƐ͘  ĞĨŽƌĞ ǁĞ ŚĂĚ ƟŵĞ ƚŽ ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ ƚŚĞ ƵŶŝŽŶ ĐŽƵůĚ ƐƟůů ƚĂŬĞ ƉůĂĐĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĂƐ
two couples we could hear the Duke and enough, I reassured both of them, enough to
his horses approaching. Having made sure keep Pope Clement happy.
that Hermia was lying next to Lysander and
Demetrius next to Helena we made a hasty The Physician accepted my judgement and
ƌĞƚƌĞĂƚĂŶĚũƵƐƚŝŶƟŵĞ͘dŚĞŶŽŝƐĞŚĂĚĂůƐŽ the two of us helped a slightly intoxicated
woken up the young lovebirds and we didn’t Steven stand up and carry him to a blue box
want them falling in love with us, rather than that was parked a few streets away. As the
their hearts’ true desires.”
box, like fairies, disappeared into the night
I kept asking myself: “was it true, all that I
“And then?” asked I. Raising my hand to had heard and seen? Or had it all been a
ŽƌĚĞƌĂŶŽƚŚĞƌďŽƩůĞŽĨǁŝŶĞ͕ĨŽƌƚŚŝƐǁĂƐĂ DŝĚƐƵŵŵĞƌ͛ƐEŝŐŚƚƌĞĂŵ͍͟c
story I had to know the ending to, and a good
ǁŝŶĞŝƐĂůǁĂǇƐĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůƚŽĂŐŽŽĚƚĂůĞ͘
Matt Connolly
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of a variety of characters and not just running
with the main crowd.

I know what you’re thinking, that’s all nice
for those that like to paint and display pieces
but where’s the gaming element? Well it’s
Review by Grant Bull all neatly contained in Exterminate! Within
ŝƚƐďŽǆǇŽƵǁŝůůĮŶĚƚǁŽĂƌŵŝĞƐ͗ĂůĞŬƐĂŶĚ
/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŝŶŚĞƌŝƟŶŐĂďŽǆŽĨůĞĂĚŵŝŶŝĂƚƵƌĞƐ Cybermen and some Cybermats. There is
as a kid, some painted, others not. Either Ă ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĐĂƌĚƐ͕ ƚŽŬĞŶƐ ĂŶĚ ĚŝĞ ĂŶĚ Ă
way I spent hours looking at this assortment ŐĂŵŝŶŐďŽĂƌĚƚŽŐĞƚǇŽƵƌďĂƩůĞƐŐŽŝŶŐŽŶ͘
of metal beings. They weren’t an army, they
ǁĞƌĞ Ă ƌĂŶĚŽŵ ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ ĨƌŽŵ The game must be praised for its entry level.
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƟŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͖ ƚŚĞƌĞ /ƚ͛Ɛ ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƞŽƌǁĂƌĚ ĞŶŽƵŐŚ ƚŽ ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞ ŽŶ
were goblins, orcs and elves and then there a games night to anyone, even non-gamers.
ǁĂƐ ĂůŝĞŶƐ ǁŝƚŚ ĞǆƚƌĂ ĂƌŵƐ ĂŶĚ ŽīͲǁŽƌůĚůǇ dŚĞ ďĂĐŬƐƚŽƌǇ ŝƐ Ă ďĂƩůĞ ĂĐƌŽƐƐ ƚŚĞ ŐĂůĂǆǇ
army men clad in heavy armour. I knew that for the elements to replicate a legendary
this box was going to lead me into another ƵůƟŵĂƚĞ ǁĞĂƉŽŶ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƚŚĞ ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ ĂůĞŬ
world...
Emperor has his eye-stalk on. Acquiring it
isn’t going to be easy though. The gamebook
The Games Workshop store in Croydon and provides a number of scenarios which set up
ƚŚĞŶ ŵǇ ůŽĐĂů ŝŶ ^ƵƩŽŶ ďĞĐĂŵĞ ǁĞĞŬĞŶĚ ƚŚĞďĂƩůĞƐŝŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĂŶĚĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐǁĂǇƐ͘
homes. From here I purchased primers,
ƉĂŝŶƚƐĂŶĚďƌƵƐŚĞƐĂŶĚƐĞƚƚŽǁŽƌŬƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ ĂĐŬ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŵŝŶŝĂƚƵƌĞƐ ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ͘
ƚŚĞ ƵŶƉĂŝŶƚĞĚ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ŝŶ ŵǇ ďŽǆ͘   ŚŽďďǇ They are used in the advanced version of
developed into an obsession and I ploughed ƚŚĞ ŐĂŵĞ ƵŶĚĞƌ ƚŚĞ ƟƚůĞ Adventures. This
ŵŽŶĞǇĂŶĚƟŵĞŝŶƚŽĂdǇƌĂŶŝĚĂƌŵǇ͘ǀĞƌǇ expands upon the basic game and adds
spare moment was spent with a paintbrush longevity to the product and your gaming
or a dice in my hand and it was brilliant.
sessions. Overall, both modes are great fun
and highly entertaining. Credit must be given
When Warlord Games acquired the licence to the Games Designers, Wayne P. Bollands
to make Doctor Who miniatures I was and Ricard Fortun, and the rest of the team
ŝŶƚƌŝŐƵĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ Žī͘   ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ ǁŝƚŚ Ă behind its development. Fine job, people.
ƐŽƵŶĚ ƌĞƉƵƚĂƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ŽĨ Ă
high standard; we were in safe hands. Indeed dŚĞ ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů ŝƐ ƚŚĞƌĞ ƚŽ ďƵŝůĚ ĂŶĚ ďƵŝůĚ ŽŶ
these models are of the same standard: each this game both for Warlord Games and for
ĂƌĞǁĞůůͲĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚĂŶĚĐĂƐƚǁŝƚŚĮŶĞĚĞƚĂŝů͘
the gamers out there. I’m thinking of the
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƐĐĞŶĂƌŝŽƐ ǁĞ ĐĂŶ ĚƌĞĂŵ ƵƉ ĂŶĚ
Of the sets released so far we have a Tenth the scenery and stages we can build for our
and Twelth Doctor and Companions set, ďĂƩůĞƐ͘ǆĐŝƟŶŐƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů͘dŚĞWho gaming
ĐŽŶƐŝƐƟŶŐŽĨdĞŶ͕ZŽƐĞ͕ŽŶŶĂĂŶĚtŝůĨĂŶĚ range is indeed in safe hands; long may it
Twelve, Clara, Strax, Jenny and Madame ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘
sĂƐƚƌĂ ƌĞƐƉĞĐƟǀĞůǇ͘  dŚĞŶ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ
enemies of the Doctor, of which there are &ŝŶĂůůǇ Ă ŵĞŶƟŽŶ ŵƵƐƚ ďĞ ŵĂĚĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ
Judoon, Zygons and the Silence. These feel excellent customer service Warlord provide
ůŝŬĞĂŐŽŽĚĐŚŽŝĐĞ͕ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐĞĂĐŚŽĨƚŚĞ too.
I was regularly updated on the
Tenth and Twelth Doctors’ eras as well as progress of my order even though it was
the Classic Series with the Zygons. I must complementary. It was delivered in excellent
ƐĂǇ/ǁĂƐƉůĞĂƐĞĚƚŽƐĞĞƚŚĞĂĚĚŝƟŽŶŽĨtŝůĨ ƟŵĞ ĂŶĚ ƉĂĐŬĞĚ ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇ ǁĞůů͘  ƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ
ŝŶ ƚŚĞ dĞŶƚŚ ŽĐƚŽƌ ƐĞƚ ʹ ĞƌŶĂƌĚ ƌŝďďĞŶƐ service. Go buy...
ĚĞƐĞƌǀĞƐƚŽďĞŝŵŵŽƌƚĂůŝƐĞĚŝŶůĞĂĚ͊/ĂůƐŽ
hope this is a sign of things to come in terms ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬƐƚŽƌĞ͘ǁĂƌůŽƌĚŐĂŵĞƐ͘ĐŽŵc
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Jon Pertwee’s classic panel show
remembered.

by Ian Wheeler
I was recently watching Jon Pertwee’s
DǇƚŚŵĂŬĞƌƐ interview on the recent
ĐŽŵƉŝůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŝƐ ĞƌĂ͕
ĂŶĚ ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌ EŝĐŬ ƌŝŐŐƐ ĂƐŬĞĚ :ŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ
ŚŝƐ ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ϭϵϳϬƐ /ds ƐŚŽǁ
tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍/͛ŵũƵƐƚĂůŝƩůĞďŝƚƚŽŽǇŽƵŶŐƚŽ
remember watching tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍ (although
I did watch the similarly-themed Cluedo
series a few years later) so it felt like a good
idea to catch up with it now. A friend had
shown me a few episodes on a ropey VHS
ĐŽƉǇ Ă ĨĞǁ ǇĞĂƌƐ ďĂĐŬ ďƵƚ ƚŚĂŶŬĨƵůůǇ ĮǀĞ
seasons are now available on DVD, with the
sixth due for release in October. I think you’d
call tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍ a panel show or quiz show
rather than a game show and it is a very
intelligent and watchable programme.
The pilot of tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍ (1972) was
presented by Shaw Taylor, well-known for
ĨƌŽŶƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĐƌŝŵĞ ďƵůůĞƟŶ Police 5. The
panelists in the pilot episode included Doctor
Who guest star Frank Windsor (of Z Cars
ĨĂŵĞͿ ĂŶĚ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ ƌŝƟƐŚ ĂĐƚŽƌ ĚǁĂƌĚ
Woodward. Woodward went on to present
ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ĨƵůů ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͕ ǁŝƚŚ WĞƌƚǁĞĞ ;ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ Ă
panellist on series one) taking over to present
seasons two to six, the show ending in 1978.
The programme would occupy the same slot
as the popular Opportunity Knocks when that
ƐŚŽǁǁĂƐŽīƚŚĞĂŝƌ͘

Pertwee is an excellent host and seems
ƉŽƐƐŝďůǇ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ŵŽƌĞ ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ
presenter’s chair than Woodward. He revels
in it all and builds up a good rapport with
many of the show’s panellists, especially
regular Patrick Mower. He also dresses in a
ǀĞƌǇ ĐŽŽů͕ ŽĐƚŽƌͲĞƐƋƵĞ ǁĂǇ ʹ ŝƚ͛Ɛ Ăůů ŽƉĞŶͲ
ŶĞĐŬĞĚƐŚŝƌƚƐĂŶĚŵĞĚĂůůŝŽŶƐ͊
What really struck me was how entertaining
this series is and how well it stands up today.
zĞƐ͕ ŝƚ ŝƐ ĚĂƚĞĚ Ăƚ ƟŵĞƐ ǁŝƚŚ ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ ĂŶ
element of unconscious sexism by today’s
standards, but it is also rather charming.
Pertwee is impeccably polite to the lady
panellists and the whole thing is goodŚƵŵŽƵƌĞĚĂŶĚƐƟůůŵĂŬĞƐĨŽƌŐŽŽĚǀŝĞǁŝŶŐ͘
It does seem odd to see panellists such as
Leslie Crowther merrily smoking away on
camera but you have to put it in the context
ŽĨƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘ZŝĐŚĂƌĚK͛^ƵůůŝǀĂŶŝƐƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ
good fun to watch and really does have a
ǁŝĐŬĞĚƐĞŶƐĞŽĨŚƵŵŽƵƌ͊
It’s quite unusual for a Doctor to present a
quiz show (although David Tennant and Tom
Baker have done ‘guest turns’ on popular
BBC shows in recent years) so tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍ is
something of a historical curiosity. Pertwee
is in his element and even does his ‘I am the
ŽĐƚŽƌ͊͛ƉŽƐĞƚŽĐĂŵĞƌĂĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨĞĂĐŚ
episode.
tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍ Is now available on DVD from
ǇŽƵͲŬŶŽǁͲǁŚĞƌĞ ĂŶĚ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƌĞƚĂŝůĞƌƐ͊  /
strongly suggest you check it out. I think
tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍ could be very successfully
ƌĞǀŝǀĞĚƚŽĚĂǇʹƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ^ĞĂŶWĞƌƚǁĞĞĐŽƵůĚ
take a break from Gotham to inherit his
father’s chair? c

dŚĞĚƌĂŵĂƟƐĞĚƐĞŐŵĞŶƚƐŽĨƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͕
where the audience is shown the lead-up to
ĂŶĚĂŌĞƌŵĂƚŚŽĨƚŚĞŵƵƌĚĞƌ͕ĂƌĞƐƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐůǇ
well-done.
They are made as proper
dramas and are well-acted and -directed.
Unsurprisingly, they feature numerous
Doctor Who alumni including the likes of
Simon Williams, William Russell, Mary Tamm,
George Baker, John Challis, Richard Hurndell,
Katy Manning and the late lamented Brig
ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͕EŝĐŚŽůĂƐŽƵƌƚŶĞǇ͘
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Interview

ROBERT ROSS
0(',&,1$//<
SPEAKING
Interview by Ian Wheeler

has one foot in the past and one foot very
much in the present, and a hand-picked cast
ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ďĞƐƚ ŽĨ ƌŝƟƐŚ ĐŽŵĞĚǇ ĂĐƟŶŐ ƚĂůĞŶƚ͘
:ƵƐƚůŝŬĞƚŚĞŐŽŽĚŽůĚĚĂǇƐ͊
A number of Carry On stars guest-starred
in Doctor Who. Which was your favourite
ĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞďǇĂCarry OnƐƚĂƌŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞƚŚĞ
ŽĐƚŽƌ͍

Robert Ross ŚĂƐ ǁƌŝƩĞŶ ƚŚƌĞĞ ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůůǇͲ
ŇĂǀŽƵƌĞĚ Doctor Who stories for Big Finish
– Medicinal Purposes, Pier Pressure and
Assassin in the Limelight. He is an authority
ŽŶ ƌŝƟƐŚ ĐŽŵĞĚǇ ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ ŵĂŶǇ ďŽŽŬƐ
include the successful Carry on Companion.
Ian Wheeler caught up with him…

hŶĚŽƵďƚĞĚůǇ WĞƚĞƌ ƵƩĞƌǁŽƌƚŚ͕ ŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞ
William Hartnell in two serials (The Time
DĞĚĚůĞƌ and dŚĞĂůĞŬƐ͛DĂƐƚĞƌWůĂŶ). Peter
is one of my favourite actors period, so his
performance as the Meddling Monk is one of
the great joys of Doctor Who. Actually, this is
why my Big Finish character of Doctor Knox is
ĂƟŵĞͲŵĞĚĚůĞƌ͘/ŚĂĚŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇƉŝƚĐŚĞĚŝƚĂƐ
>Ğƚ͛ƐƚĂůŬĂůŝƩůĞďŝƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞCarry OnĮůŵƐ͕ the return of the Monk, and I wanted Tyler
ĂƐ/ŬŶŽǁĂůŽƚŽĨDoctor Who fans love those ƵƩĞƌǁŽƌƚŚƚŽƌĞƉƌŝƐĞŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐƌŽůĞ͊
ĂƐǁĞůů͘tŚǇĚŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĞǇĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽ
ďĞƐŽƉŽƉƵůĂƌ͍ŶĚĚŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚ Your readers may also be interested to know
be successfully revived for the modern age? ƚŚĂƚdǇůĞƌĂŶĚ/ĂƌĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇǁƌŝƟŶŐWĞƚĞƌ͛Ɛ
ďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ͘/͛ůůŬĞĞƉǇŽƵƉŽƐƚĞĚŽŶƚŚĂƚ͊
I’ve loved the Carry Ons since before I could
talk, so I’m delighted to have seen them go Please do! Moving on to Doctor Who͕ǁŚĞŶ
from being treated as cheap embarrassments ĚŝĚ ǇŽƵ ĮƌƐƚ ďĞĐŽŵĞ ĂǁĂƌĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽǁ
ƚŽ ŶĂƟŽŶĂů ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞ͘  ,ĞĂǀĞŶƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ďĞƐƚ ŽĨ ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵǁĞƌĞŐƌŽǁŝŶŐƵƉĂŶĚǁŚŝĐŚǁĞƌĞ
ƚŚĞŵĂƌĞĞǀĞŶƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĂďůĞŶŽǁ͊/ŚŽŶĞƐƚůǇ ǇŽƵƌĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞŽĐƚŽƌĂŶĚƐƚŽƌǇ͍
ďĞůŝĞǀĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ ůŽŶŐĞǀŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ
ƉŽƉƵůĂƌŝƚǇ ďŽŝůƐ ĚŽǁŶ ƚŽ ƚǁŽ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͗ ĮƌƐƚůǇ͕ My earliest telly memory is of the Doctor
ƚŚĞǇ ŚĂǀĞ ŶĞǀĞƌ ďĞĞŶ Žī ƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘  ǀĞŶ taking on the Cybermen. I would have been
ǁŚĞŶ ^ŝĚ :ĂŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ŐĂŶŐ ǁĞƌĞ ƐƟůů ĨŽƵƌ͕ ŐŽŝŶŐ ŽŶ ĮǀĞ͕ ǁŚĞŶ Revenge of the
making them for the cinema, they were a CybermenǁĂƐĮƌƐƚďƌŽĂĚĐĂƐƚ͕ƐŽƚŚĂƚǁŽƵůĚ
regular small screen treat. The Carry Ons be about right. We watched Doctor Who as a
ĂƌĞƉƌĂĐƟĐĂůůǇƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞEŽĨƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶ͘ ĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ƐŽŝƚǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŽŶĂƐĂŵĂƩĞƌ
And secondly they are ƐƟůů ǀĞƌǇ͕ ǀĞƌǇ ĨƵŶŶǇ ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͘EŽǁ͕/ĂĚŽƌĞĂůů ƚŚĞŽĐƚŽƌƐ͕ďƵƚ
ĮůŵƐ͘dŚĞƵůƟŵĂƚĞĐŽŵĨŽƌƚďůĂŶŬĞƚ͘
ĨŽƌƚǇ ǇĞĂƌƐ ŽŶ / ƐƟůů ƚŚŝŶŬ dŽŵ ĂŬĞƌ ŝƐ the
ŽĐƚŽƌ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŚŽǁŚĂƐŶĞǀĞƌďĞĞŶďĞƩĞƌ
As for reviving than when Tom, Lis Sladen, and producer
th
them. I’m currently WŚŝůŝƉ ,ŝŶĐŚĐůŝīĞ ƌĞŝŐŶĞĚ͘  DǇ ĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞ ŝƐ
in
involved in the probably WǇƌĂŵŝĚƐ ŽĨ DĂƌƐ. I do like my
Ɖƌ
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ Doctor Who wearing its Hammer horror
32nd Carry On ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞŽŶŝƚƐƐůĞĞǀĞ͘
Įů
Įůŵ ʹ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ
ĨŽ
ĨŽƌ ƚǁĞŶƚǇͲĮǀĞ You’re obviously a big fan of lots of things
ǇĞ
ǇĞĂƌƐ ʹ ƐŽ͕ ǇĞƐ͕ but how did that lead to you becoming a
th
they absolutely ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůǁƌŝƚĞƌ͍
will be back in
wi
ci
cinemas, with Basically, I wrote about what I loved and
a
brilliant what I knew about. It was a long, long road
sc
script that ƚŽ ŐĞƫŶŐ ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ͕ ďƵƚ ŵǇ ĮƌƐƚ ďŽŽŬ͕
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The Carry On Companion, was accepted
ďǇ ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌ d ĂƚƐĨŽƌĚ ũƵƐƚ ĂŌĞƌ / ůĞŌ
University.

Roy Hudd was
ŵǇ ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŽŶ͘
He has a lifelong
passion
zŽƵƌ ŝŐ &ŝŶŝƐŚ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ ŚĂǀĞ Ăůů ďĞĞŶ ^ŝǆƚŚ for Max Miller,
ŽĐƚŽƌƐƚŽƌŝĞƐĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĂůůďĞĞŶĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ and relished the
he
ay
with historical events or characters - was chance to play
he
ƚŚŝƐĂĐŽŶƐĐŝŽƵƐĐŚŽŝĐĞŽŶǇŽƵƌƉĂƌƚŽƌũƵƐƚ him opposite the
ier
the way it turned out?
Doctor in ‘Pier
Pressure’. For me,
mply
I desperately wanted to write for Colin there was simply
Baker’s Doctor, because I had loved his no one else for that
Doctor on television and was really enjoying part.
ƚŚĞĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶŚŝƐŝŐ&ŝŶŝƐŚĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐǁĞƌĞ
taking the character. I’m delighted that Colin dŚĞ ůĞŐĞŶĚĂƌǇ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ƵƌŬĞ ĂŶĚ ,ĂƌĞ
ůŝŬĞĚŵǇĮƌƐƚƐĐƌŝƉƚ͕ĂŶĚƐƵďƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇĂƐŬĞĚ ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞŝŶDĞĚŝĐŝŶĂůWƵƌƉŽƐĞƐʹƚŚĞƌĞŚĂǀĞ
me to write for him again. I was more than ďĞĞŶ Ă ůŽƚ ŽĨ ĮůŵƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞŵ͕ ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞƌĞ
happy to oblige. I studied and love history, ĂƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌŽŶĞƚŚĂƚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚďǇ͍
and always loved the pseudo-historicals of
the 1980s, so, yes, there was a conscious I didn’t watch any of them as research for the
arch if you like, although I’d love to write a play. Instead, I went to the history books, and
͚ĨƵůůͲĨĂƚ͛ĨƵƚƵƌŝƐƟĐǇĂƌŶŝŶƚŚĞĨƵƚƵƌĞ͊
ĚŝŶďƵƌŐŚ ŝƚƐĞůĨ͕ ƚŽ ǁĂůůŽǁ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ ĂŶĚ
place and horror of it all. However, I had seen
/Ɛ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ ŽĐƚŽƌ ǇŽƵ͛Ě ůŝŬĞ ƚŽ ǁŽƌŬ ŵŽƐƚʹŝĨŶŽƚĂůůʹŽĨƚŚĞĮůŵƐ͘ŽŶ͛ƚĨŽƌŐĞƚ
with or another event you’d like to write ‘Medicinal Purposes’ pre-dated John Landis’s
about?
fun romp by a year or so, so it was hazy
memories of Peter Cushing in The Flesh and
I would love to write for all of them, but in the Fiends, and bits of Doctor Jekyll and Sister
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ WĂƵů DĐ'ĂŶŶ͘  ,Ğ͛Ɛ ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐůǇ ƵƉ Hyde, and the delicious Francoise Pascal one
there with my favourite Doctors, based on the that informed the script. I have to say David
ďƌŝĞĨĞƐƚŽĨƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶƟŵĞŝŶϭϵϵϲĂŶĚϮϬϭϯ dĞŶŶĂŶƚ͛ƐĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞĂƐĂŌ
but also his glorious Big Finish work. Just Jamie made me well up during the recording.
ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ͘  / ŚĂǀĞ ůŽĂĚƐ ŽĨ ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů DĐ'ĂŶŶ They tell me David has done rather well for
plots, so we’ll have to wait and see...
ŚŝŵƐĞůĨƐŝŶĐĞ͊
There have been some big names in your You love classic horror movies. Can you give
ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐ>ĞƐůŝĞWŚŝůůŝƉƐĂŶĚZŽǇ,ƵĚĚ Cosmic MasqueƌĞĂĚĞƌƐĂƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶ
- were they fun to work with in the studio?
ŽĨĂƌĞĂůůǇŽďƐĐƵƌĞĮůŵƚŚĞǇƐŚŽƵůĚŚƵŶƚŽƵƚ
ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŵŝŐŚƚĞŶũŽǇ͍
ďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇ͊/ŚĂĚŬŶŽǁŶ>ĞƐůŝĞĨŽƌǇĞĂƌƐďĞĨŽƌĞ
‘Medicinal Purposes’ and when Gary Russell 'ŽƐŚ͊tĞůů͕/͛ŵŐƵĞƐƐŝŶŐŝĨǇŽƵĂƌĞĂŚŽƌƌŽƌ
ǁĂƐ ĐĂƐƟŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ƉůĂǇ / ǁĂƐ ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ fan you may already know the really obscure
Leslie, recording some audio commentaries ones, but here’s a couple I love that don’t
ĨŽƌ ƐŽŵĞ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ĮůŵƐ͕ Ăƚ WŝŶĞǁŽŽĚ ^ƚƵĚŝŽƐ͘ get talked about as much as they should.
'ĂƌǇ ǁĂƐ ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ ŽĨ ĐĂƐƟŶŐ >ĞƐůŝĞ Damned by Dawn͕ĂŶƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶĮůŵĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
as another character, in somebody else’s ŶŽƵŐŚƟĞƐ͕ŝƐĂƌĞǀĞůĂƟŽŶ͘DƵĐŚŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶ
ƉůĂǇ͘dŚĞŶŚĞŚĂĚƚŚĞďƌĂŝŶǁĂǀĞŽĨĐĂƐƟŶŐ ǇŽƵƌĂǀĞƌĂŐĞĂŶƐŚĞĞŝŶƚŚĞƵƐŚƚĂůĞ͊&Žƌ
him as Doctor Knox. It was perfect; not ǇŽƵƌ ĐůĂƐƐŝĐ ƌŝƟƐŚ ƉŽƐƚͲǁĂƌ ďĂƚĐŚ ʹ ǁŚŝĐŚ
ůĞĂƐƚ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŝƚ ƚĂƉƉĞĚ ŝŶ ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇ ǁŝƚŚ / ůŽǀĞ ʹ / ŚĂǀĞ Ă ǀĞƌǇ ƐŽŌ ƐƉŽƚ ĨŽƌ Scream
>ĞƐůŝĞ͛Ɛ ƉƌŽůŝĮĐ ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ŽĐƚŽƌ and Scream Again, which rather annoyingly
comedies.
cast Vincent Price, Christopher Lee and
WĞƚĞƌ ƵƐŚŝŶŐ͕ ďƵƚ ŬĞƉƚ ƚŚĞŵ ĮƌŵůǇ ĂƉĂƌƚ
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ŽŶ ƐĐƌĞĞŶ͘  /ƚ͛Ɛ ĂŶ ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ Įůŵ ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͘
'ƌƵĞƐŽŵĞ ĂŶĚ ŐƌŝƩǇ͖ ĂŶĚ WƌŝĐĞ ƉůĂǇƐ ŝƚ ĨŽƌ
keeps, which was something of a rarity for
ŚŝŵĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘KĨƚŚĞƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞĚhŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů
ĚĂǇƐ͕ / ĂůǁĂǇƐ ƚƌǇ ƚŽ ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞ ƐĐĞƉƟĐƐ ƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞǇ ƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ďĞ ƐŶŝīǇ ĂďŽƵƚ ďďŽƩ ĂŶĚ
ŽƐƚĞůůŽ DĞĞƚ &ƌĂŶŬĞŶƐƚĞŝŶ: it’s that rare
comedy horror, both genuinely funny and
genuinely scary.

What’s your favourite cheese?

And there’s Spider Baby, of course, which
gave Lon Chaney Jr his last great role, and
allowed him to embrace his Universal glory
ĚĂǇƐǁŝƚŚĂŶĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞƐŵŝƌŬ͘ŶĚŚĞƐŝŶŐƐ
ƚŚĞƚŚĞŵĞƚƵŶĞ͊

Please check out Robert’s home page at
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƌŽďĞƌƚƌŽƐƐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬ

,Ă͊tĞůů͕ĂƐĂǀĞƌǇŚĂƉƉǇǀĞŐĂŶ/͛ŵĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚ
ƚŽ ƐĂǇ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ĐŚŽŝĐĞ ŝƐ ŐĞƫŶŐ ďĞƩĞƌ ĂŶĚ
ďĞƩĞƌ͘  ^ĂŝŶƐďƵƌǇ͛Ɛ ĚŽ ĂŶ ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ ƌĂŶŐĞ͗
the best is a Wensleydale-style one with
ĐƌĂŶďĞƌƌŝĞƐ͘/ƚ͛ƐďůŽŽĚǇĚĞůŝĐŝŽƵƐ͊
dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ͕ZŽďĞƌƚ͊c

,Ğ͛Ɛ ĂůƐŽ ŽŶ dǁŝƩĞƌ͘ ƚ ƚŚĞ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ͕ ŚĞ͛Ɛ
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ ŽŶ Ă ŶĞǁ ďŽŽŬ ĂďŽƵƚ ĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶ
heroes of comedy – details of how you can
support the project are can be found at:

Ooh, and Dance of the Dead is a teen zombie
ŇŝĐŬǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĨĂƌ͕ĨĂƌďĞƩĞƌƚŚĂŶŝƚŚĂƐĂƌŝŐŚƚ
ŚƚƚƉƐ͗ͬͬƵŶďŽƵŶĚ͘ĐŽŵͬďŽŽŬƐͬĨŽƌŐŽƚƚĞŶͲ
ƚŽďĞ͊
heroes-of-comedy

IT’S A BIT RANDOM!
with Jeff Cummins
This time around legendary Target
book artist Jeff Cummins answers our
randomness...
Pencils or Pens?
Both.

,ŽǁĚŽǇŽƵůŝŬĞǇŽƵƌĞŐŐƐ͍
Cooked and free range.

Favourite Cartoon?
ZĞŶĂŶĚ^ƟŵƉǇ͘

The Kinks or The Who?
Kinks.

Best Sandwich Filler?
Cheese and onion... also my favourite Rutles
song.

Early riser or night owl?
ŽƚŚ͘͘͘/͛ŵďůŽŽĚǇŬŶĂĐŬĞƌĞĚ͊

dŚƵŶĚĞƌďŝƌĚƐŽƌĂƉƚĂŝŶ^ĐĂƌůĞƚ͍
ƵŵͲĚƵŵͲĚƵŵ͕ĚƵŵͲĚƵŵͲĚƵŵͲĚƵŵ͊

Star Wars or Star Trek?
^ƚĂƌďƵĐŬƐ͘͘͘;^ƵƌƉƌŝƐĞ͕ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞͿ͊

DŽƐƚ/ŶŇƵĞŶƟĂůƌƟƐƚ͍
EŽƌŵĂŶZŽĐŬǁĞůů

Favourite black and white movie?
Scrooge (Alister Simm version). All versions
since have failed horribly. I’d love to see
Jonathan Pryce give it a go though.
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Review

'2&725:+2
0(5&+$1',6(%22.
by Paul Berry
Review by Grant Bull

EŽǁ ŝƚ ŚĂƐ ƚŽ ďĞ ƐĂŝĚ ƚŚĂƚ ǁŚĞŶ / ƐĂǁ ƚŚĞ
announcement for this book I wondered
ǁŚĂƚŝƚǁŽƵůĚŽīĞƌŐŝǀĞŶƚŚĂƚĂǀŝĚ:,ŽǁĞ͛Ɛ
Transcendental ToyboxŝƐƚŚĞƵůƟŵĂƚĞƚŽŵĞ
when it comes to the cataloguing of Doctor
Who merchandise. For me this book had to
ŽīĞƌƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĂŶĚŝŶĚĞĞĚŝƚĚŽĞƐ͘
Whereas Howe’s book is a chronological
journey through the release of Who-related
goodies, Paul Berry has sensibly decided to
ďƌĞĂŬ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ĚŽǁŶ ŝŶ ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ ͚dŚĞ
Books’, ‘Toys, Models and Games’ and so on.
For each of these subjects we are presented
with an overview of what has been released
and when, and full colour photos to boot.
Some of the memorabilia will be common
ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ ƚŽ ĨĂŶƐ ʹ ƚŚĞ dĂƌŐĞƚ ŽŽŬƐ ĂŶĚ
ĂŶŶƵĂůƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ďŽŽŬ ƐĞĐƟŽŶ͕ ĨŽƌ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ
ʹ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ƐŽŵĞ ƌĂƌĞƌ ŝƚĞŵƐ ƚŽ ĨĞĂƐƚ
ǇŽƵƌ ĞǇĞƐ ƵƉŽŶ͘ hƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ďŽŽŬ ƐĞĐƟŽŶ ĂƐ
ĂŶ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ ƚŚĞ :ĂƉĂŶĞƐĞ ŶŽǀĞůŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ
present some wonderfully bizarre covers
which would leave even the biggest Who fan
ǁŽŶĚĞƌŝŶŐǁŚŝĐŚƐĞƌŝĂůƚŚĞǇƌĞůĂƚĞƚŽ͊

ƚŚĞƌƵďďŝƐŚƟƉ͕/ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇĂŵĂƌĞĂůĨĂŶŽĨ
the art on these and think they should be
treasured. A display of some of the early
covers through to the end of that range is
ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůƚŽƐĞĞ͘ůƐŽŝŶƚŚŝƐƐĞĐƟŽŶŝƐƚŚĞ
video and reel to reel cover art for the Peter
Cushing Dalek movies; these are visually
ƐƚƌŝŬŝŶŐĐŽŵƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ͘
KǀĞƌĂůůƚŚŝƐďŽŽŬŝƐĂǁŽƌƚŚǇĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƚŽĂŶǇ
WhoĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ͛ƐůŝďƌĂƌǇ͘/ƚ͛ƐĐůĞĂƌ͕ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ
and a treat on the eyes. The author clearly
ŬŶŽǁƐŚŝƐƐƚƵīĂŶĚƉƵƚƐŝƚƚŽŐƌĞĂƚƵƐĞǁŝƚŚ
this volume.
tŚŝůƐƚ ŚĞƌĞ / ŵƵƐƚ ŵĞŶƟŽŶ ƚǁŽ ŽƚŚĞƌ
ƟƚůĞƐ ĨƌŽŵ ŵďĞƌůĞǇ ŽŽŬƐ͕ ďŽƚŚ ďǇ DĂƩ
DĐEĂďď͘  KŶ ŵǇ ůĂƐƚ ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ / ǁĂƐ ŬŝŶĚůǇ
bought his book on GhostbustersĐŽůůĞĐƟďůĞƐ
and the good folks there just sent me his
latest book, just released, on Teenage
DƵƚĂŶƚ EŝŶũĂ dƵƌƚůĞƐ merchandise. Both
ĂƌĞ ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ ƟƚůĞƐ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƐŚŽǁĐĂƐĞ ƚŚĞ
ďĞƐƚ ŽĨ ĐŽůůĞĐƟďůĞƐ ĨŽƌ ďŽƚŚ ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͕ ǁŝƚŚ
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ ƚĞǆƚ ĂŶĚ ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ ƉŚŽƚŽƐ ŽĨ
items ranging from common to rare and even
un-produced. Amberley are clearly sourcing
ƐƚƌŽŶŐ ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ ŽŶ ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ ĂŶĚ ŐŝǀŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞŵĂƉůĂƞŽƌŵĨƌŽŵǁŚŝĐŚƚŽƐŚŝŶĞ͘ŚĞĐŬ
out their website at www.amberley-books.
ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĞƚŚƌĞĞƟƚůĞƐĂŶĚŵĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͘c

The ‘60s toys are a delight to look at. I adore
the vibrant art used on the boxes, no doubt
ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐŵĂŶǇĂǇŽƵŶŐĨĂŶ͛ƐĂƩĞŶƟŽŶďĂĐŬŝŶ
the day on the shelves of Woolworths. Many
of these fetch a high price in today’s market,
so looking is probably as far as this fan will
get. The modern era is also represented
ǁŝƚŚĂƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨƉŚŽƚŽƐĂŶĚĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ
ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ KƉƟŽŶƐͬ
hŶĚĞƌŐƌŽƵŶĚdŽǇƐĂĐƟŽŶĮŐƵƌĞƐ͘
KŶĞ ŽĨ ŵǇ ĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞ ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ͚sŝƐƵĂů
Arts’ one that covers the video and DVD
releases. Though I know a lot of folks don’t
ŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚƚŽĚŽǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌǀŝĚĞŽĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶƐ
now and sadly a lot are heading the way of
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Feature

So, for me, this is what the Doctor Who
Experience, which is due to close this year,
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ͗ƚŚĞƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƚŚĞƐŚŽǁ
ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐŵŽƌĞĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞǁŝƚŚƉƵƫŶŐŝƚƐ
rich history centre stage in a mainstream slot,
something that reached its peak during the
DĂƩ ^ŵŝƚŚ ǇĞĂƌƐ͘  tŚŝůĞ DĂƩ ^ŵŝƚŚ͛Ɛ ĮƌƐƚ
series appeared (at least to me) to witness
more obvious references to the 20th century
By William J.P. Turner run
of the series than previous seasons, it
Walking through a familiar junkyard having was ventures like the Doctor Who Experience
just been on an epic adventure in Time which I feel contributed to the show’s rich
and Space featuring the Doctor, several ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝƚǇďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇĂƉƉĂƌĞŶƚŝŶ
ŝŶĐĂƌŶĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶƐŽůĞ ƌŽŽŵ ĂŶĚ ŶŽŶĞ successive seasons.
other than Romana herself in her underrated
EĞǁtŚŽĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞ͕ŵǇƚƌŝƉƚŽƚŚĞDoctor Hot on the heels of Doctor Who Live: The
Who ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ ŝŶ ĂƌĚŝī ůĂƐƚ :ƵŶĞ ǁĂƐ DŽŶƐƚĞƌƐƌĞŽŵŝŶŐ͊ and Jo Grant’s (sorry, I
quite simply magical before it had even truly ŵĞĂŶ:ŽŶĞƐ͛͊ͿĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞŝŶƚŚĞSarah Jane
ďĞŐƵŶ͘/ĐĂŶƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ĂƐĂďŽǇ͕ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞ Adventures, the Doctor Who Experience (at
Doctor WhoĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶĂƚ>ĂŶĚ͛ƐŶĚǁŚĞŶŝƚ ŝƚƐŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůŽĐĂƟŽŶŝŶ>ŽŶĚŽŶͿǁĂƐĂƵŶŝƋƵĞ
opened back in 2007. Exactly a decade ago ĨƵƐŝŽŶ ŽĨ ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀĞ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ͕ ƐĞƚƐ ĂŶĚ
;ǁŚĞƌĞ ĚŽĞƐ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ ŐŽ͕ ŚĞǇ͍Ϳ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽǁ ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶƐ ƚŚĂƚ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ Doctor Who as
was a massive television hit that was keen the whole we always knew it was. Originally
ƚŽŚŽŶŽƵƌƚŚĞƉƌŽƵĚƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů featuring an Eleventh Doctor adventure,
run without overt reference to its rich ƐĞǀĞƌĂůǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌŝƚƐŵŽǀĞƚŽDoctor Who’s
history, something that has become more ŶĞǁ ;ǇĞƚ ǁĞůů ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚͿ ŚŽŵĞ Ăƚ ĂƌĚŝī
ĐŽŵŵŽŶƉůĂĐĞŝŶƌĞĐĞŶƚǇĞĂƌƐ͘ŌĞƌƐŝǆƚĞĞŶ ĂǇ ŝƚ ĐĂŵĞ ƚŽ ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ ƚŚĞ ĂĨŽƌĞŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ
ǇĞĂƌƐŽīĂŝƌ͕ƚŚŝƐǁĂƐĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇĂǁŝƐĞĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀĞ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ dǁĞůŌŚ
to present the show as a serious relaunch as Doctor. If only it had seen a further adventure
well as the latest of a decades-long legacy. with a third Doctor. One can but imagine.
Though the Doctor was very much the same
man who had witnessed the fall of Troy, with The adventures, as with the Experience as a
references to Davros, Mondasian Cybermen whole, were a unique blend of mainstream
ĂŶĚhE/dŝŶƚŚĞϮϬϬϱƐĞĂƐŽŶĂůŽŶĞ͕ŇĂƐŚďĂĐŬƐ and cult elements, with the original
of classic Doctors would only ever feature adventure being (at least in one theory) the
once during the Christopher Eccleston and ŬĞǇ ƚŽ ŽŶĞ ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ ŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ DĂƩ
David Tennant years (2005-2010) in 2008’s ^ŵŝƚŚĞƌĂ͘ŽŶƚƌŽǀĞƌƐŝĂůůǇ͕ƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƐƚŽƌǇŝŶ
Christmas extravaganza The Next Doctor. For which the Eleventh Doctor faced down the
this reason, my visit to Land’s End featured ĂůĞŬƐ ƐĂǁ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĚƌĂƐƟĐ ƌĞĚĞƐŝŐŶ͘  tŝƚŚŝŶ
just one classic reference: the Doctor’s faces, four years, these new Daleks would be
all ten of them, progressing through the ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚďǇ͙ƚŚĞŝƌƉƌĞĚĞĐĞƐƐŽƌƐ͘
ĐŽƌƌŝĚŽƌ ĂƐ / ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŵĂŝŶ ĂƩƌĂĐƟŽŶ͘ Although no reference was given on-screen
For a twelve-year-old boy, the experience of to why or how the bronze Daleks reasserted
ƐĞĞŝŶŐŵǇŽĐƚŽƌƐ͕EŝŶĞĂŶĚdĞŶ͕ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞĚ their dominance, within the Doctor Who
as true successors to the original eight I had Experience, a Civil War was depicted in
ďǇƚŚŝƐƟŵĞďĞĐŽŵĞĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĂŶŬƐƚŽ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƚŚĞ ďƌŽŶǌĞ ĂůĞŬƐ ĮŶĂůůǇ ĂŶĚ ĨƵůůǇ
DVD, was simply awe-inspiring. Looking back, replaced the new Paradigm. This, combined
I think that my brain would have exploded ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ĂĨŽƌĞŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ ĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞ ŽĨ
ŚĂĚ/ďĞĞŶŐŝǀĞŶĂƟĐŬĞƚƚŽƚŚĞDoctor Who ZŽŵĂŶĂ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ dǁĞůŌŚ ŽĐƚŽƌ ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͕
ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĂƚƚŚĂƚƟŵĞ͘
ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƐ ǁŚĂƚ Ă ĮŶĞ ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ
canon these colourful stories have been.
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dŚĞ ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶƐ ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ ŽĨ
costumes and items salvaged from various
ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶƐ ƚŽ ƐŚŽǁĐĂƐĞ ƚŚĞ ƐĞƌŝĞƐ ŝŶ ŝƚƐ
ĞŶƟƌĞƚǇ;ǁŝƚŚĂŶƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚĂďůĞŝŵďĂůĂŶĐĞ
toward more modern content which could
easily be sourced from the nearby BBC
studios, rather than the older treasures
ƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞďĞĐŽŵĞĚĂŵĂŐĞĚŽƌůŽƐƚŝŶƟŵĞͿ
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͕ ŵŽƐƚ ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐůǇ͕ ĐŽƐƚƵŵĞƐ ŽĨ Ăůů
of the Doctors, which were (for the most
ƉĂƌƚͿ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůƐ͘  ǆĐŝƟŶŐůǇ͕ ƚŚĞ tĂƌ ŽĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ
costume would also be added to this stunning
ĂƌƌĂǇ͕ĐĞŵĞŶƟŶŐŚŝƐƉůĂĐĞŝŶWho history. Of
all the items on display, there was one item
ŝŶƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌƚŚĂƚĐĂƵŐŚƚŵǇĞǇĞ͗ƚŚĞ&ĂĐĞŽĨ
Boe I had seen nearly ten years before back
at Land’s End. Time had certainly not been
kind to the poor old thing, yet it maintained
its regal presence, a testament to all involved
ŝŶŝƚƐƌĞĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ͘EŽƚĂďůǇ͕ŚĂǀŝŶŐƐƵĐŚĂǀĂƐƚ
repository of Who history so close to where
ƚŚĞƐŚŽǁŝƐĮůŵĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐŚŽǁ͛ƐŐŽůĚĞŶ
ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇŵĞĂŶƚƚŚĂƚ͕ĨŽƌƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞŝŶ
its history, the programme was able to revisit
classic TARDIS sets for an anniversary special,
here in the form of the Tenth Doctor’s TARDIS
(albeit in smaller form) with the original
dZ/^ƐĞƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͛ƐƚǁĞŶƟĞƚŚ
anniversary special (which remained in use
ƵŶƟůƚŚĞƐŚŽǁĞŶĚĞĚŝƚƐŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůƌƵŶŝŶϭϵϴϵͿ
almost being used for the War Doctor. It was
ƚŚŝƐ ƐĞƚ ŝŶ ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ ƚŚĂƚ ŚŽŽŬĞĚ ŵĞ ǁŚĞŶ
/ŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĞŝŶŝƟĂůĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
Experience, since it enabled younger fans like
ŵǇƐĞůĨƚŽŚĂǀĞĂƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶǁŝƚŚĂ
ƉĂƐƚ ǁĞ ŵŝƐƐĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƟŵĞ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ͘  dŚĞ
walking tours (though I never experienced
one personally) were also a perfect way for

fans both casual and devoted to establish a
ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐŚŽǁƚŚĞǇůŽǀĞ͘
Being based on a programme that is constantly
ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ͕ŝƚǁĂƐĮƫŶŐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞDoctor Who
Experience itself also changed throughout
ŝƚƐ ĞǆŝƐƚĞŶĐĞ͘  EĞǁ ƉƌŽƉƐ ĂŶĚ ĞůĂďŽƌĂƚĞ
ƐĞƚƐ ǁĞƌĞ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĂůůǇ ĂĚĚĞĚ͕ ĞŶĂďůŝŶŐ ĨĂŶƐ
to revisit their favourite moments from the
ůĂƚĞƐƚƚĞůĞǀŝƐĞĚĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐŝŶŶŽƟŵĞ͕ĨƌŽŵ
the barn on Gallifrey, to Trap Street and
Davros’ dwellings on Skaro.
As Doctor Who has always taught us,
ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŚĂƐŝƚƐƟŵĞ͕ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌŚĂƌĚŝƚŝƐƚŽ
say goodbye. Unfortunately, the Doctor Who
ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŝƐŶŽĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶ͘ŽŝŶĐŝĚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞŽĨƐŚŽǁƌƵŶŶĞƌ^ƚĞǀĞŶDŽīĂƩ͕
ŝƚŝƐĮƫŶŐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĞƚǁŽƉŝůůĂƌƐŽĨĂƉĞƌŝŽĚ
in which Doctor Who began to embrace
ŝƚƐ ƉĂƐƚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ƉƵďůŝĐ ŽĨ ŵĂŶŶĞƌƐ ĮŶĚ
ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ ƉĂƌƟŶŐ ĨƌŽŵ Ă ƐŚŽǁ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƐ
ůĞĂǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƐŚĂĚŽǁŽĨŝƚƐĮŌŝĞƚŚĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͕
ĮŶĂůůǇ ƌĞĂĚǇ ƚŽ ƉƵƚ ƚŚĞ tŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐ zĞĂƌƐ
behind it and head out without looking back
for the decades of adventure to come. The
programme, quite simply, doesn’t need to
prove itself as fresh and new anymore: it is
ĨƌĞƐŚĂŶĚŶĞǁ͕ǁŚŝůƐƚĂƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƟŵĞďĞŝŶŐ
Ă ǁĞůůͲĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ
back on our screens now for twelve years.
It is this that makes it easier to embrace the
past. To all who have been involved in any
capacity at the venue, I impart a big and wellearned thank you on behalf of all who have
found it a truly magical experience. c
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>ĞǀĞŶĞ ĂƐ ĞŶƚŽŶ͘  DĂĚĞ ǁŝƚŚ ƉƌŝŵŝƟǀĞ
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ Ă άϱ͕ϬϬϬ ďƵĚŐĞƚ͕ ŝƚ ŝƐ ƐƟůů
fondly remembered today and set the
standard for the many other videos that
were to follow.

As you read the book, you build up a great
ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ Įůŵ ŵĂŬĞƌƐ ǁŚŽ ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ
projects. They were hard-working
Reviewed by Ian Wheeler these
and talented but also audacious, be it asking
Doctor Who͛Ɛ͚tŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐzĞĂƌƐ͛ʹǁŚĞŶƚŚĞ ƚŽ Įůŵ ŽŶ ,D^ ĞůĨĂƐƚ ;ĂƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƐĞ ŽĨ
ds ƐŚŽǁ ǁĂƐ Žī ƚŚĞ Ăŝƌ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ϭϵϴϵ ĂŶĚ Shakedown) or employing respected former
ϮϬϬϱ ʹ ŵĂǇ ďĞ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĞĚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ůĂĐŬ  ƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů Ăƚ Ă ĨƌĂĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ǁŚĂƚ ƚŚĞǇ
of new episodes of the show on television, ǁŽƵůĚƵƐƵĂůůǇďĞƉĂŝĚ͊
ďƵƚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ĂůƐŽ Ă ƉĞƌŝŽĚ ŽĨ ŐƌĞĂƚ ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ
ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇŝŶŽƚŚĞƌŵĞĚŝĂ͘dŚĞEĞǁĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ The book tries to put the history of these
novels, Marvel UK’s comic strip, the BBC videos into context and looks at the way
ǀŝĚĞŽ ƌĞůĞĂƐĞƐ ʹ Ăůů ƚŚĞƐĞ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ŚĞůƉĞĚ ƚŽ ŝŶ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ĂƌĞ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƚŽĚĂǇ͘  dŚĞƌĞ
keep Doctor Who in the public eye. Another seems to be a feeling that the BBC would
ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ ƐŽƵƌĐĞ ŽĨ ŶĞǁ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ ĐĂŵĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ not tolerate such dramas today but also,
ĨŽƌŵ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ͚ƐƉŝŶͲŽī͛ ǀŝĚĞŽƐ͘  dŚĞƐĞ ůŽǁͲ ironically, that new technologies and crowdbudget but very well-produced dramas gave funding means that the resources exist to do
us Colin Baker’s Stranger, a new encounter them really well now.
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞƌŝŐĂĚŝĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞzĞƟ͕ĂƚƌŝůŽŐǇ
of Auton-inspired stories and a lot more dŚŝƐďŽŽŬŝƐǁĞůůǁŽƌƚŚĂůŽŽŬ͊
besides.
Cosmic Masque caught up with Dylan Rees,
This book takes a look back at the making of the author of ŽǁŶƟŵĞ...
these videos and does so in a very detailed
way, talking to many of the people who ,ŽǁĚŽǇŽƵŐĞƚŝŶƚŽDoctor Who originally
were involved. It’s a rollercoaster ride of and what was your favourite story? And
ŶŽƐƚĂůŐŝĂ͕ ƉĂĐŬĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ĨĂĐƚƵĂů ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ ǇŽƵƌĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞŽĐƚŽƌ͍
and is a stunning piece of research. I was
familiar with many of the anecdotes already, dŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ĞƉŝƐŽĚĞ / ǁĂƚĐŚĞĚ ǁĂƐ ĂƩůĞĮĞůĚ
ŚĂǀŝŶŐ ƌĞĂĚ ƚŚĞŵ ŝŶ ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ ŽǀĞƌ episode one. I was about seven years old.
the years, but it was nice to be reminded of KŶĐĞ ƚŚĂƚ ĮŶĂů ƐĞĂƐŽŶ ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ
them and there is also a whole lot of other BBC 2 repeats and the video range. It was
ƐƚƵīƚŚĂƚǇŽƵǁŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁĂůƌĞĂĚǇ͘tĞůĞĂƌŶ͕ quite unusual discovering this vast series
for example, that prior to producing the that existed beyond Seven and Ace.
other video dramas with which we are all so
familiar, Keith Barnfather considered making DĐŽǇ ĂŶĚ ůĚƌĞĚ ǁĞƌĞ ĂŶĚ ƐƟůů ƌĞŵĂŝŶ
a drama starring a much-loved former my favourites. McCoy just felt so alien and
Doctor and companion which could have ŝŶ ƐŽŵĞ ǁĂǇƐ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƐƚŽƌǇ ĨĞĞůƐ ƵŶĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ͘
ďĞĞŶ ĮůŵĞĚ Ăƚ >ŽŶŐůĞĂƚ ,ŽƵƐĞ ʹ ďƵƚ ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ /ƚ͛Ɛ ůŝŬĞ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĂůŬĞĚ Žī ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĂƚ ƐƵŶƐĞƚ
Ăůů/͛ŵƐĂǇŝŶŐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ŚĂǀĞŶŽŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶŽĨ ĂŶĚ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞĚ ŽŶ ĨŽƌĞǀĞƌ͕ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ EĞǁ
giving away any of this book’s juicy nuggets Adventures through to the BBV audios and
Big Finish.
ŽĨŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͊
At 400-odd pages, this is a big book. It tells
the whole story of independent Doctor Who
ĚƌĂŵĂ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͕ ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ hE/dͲ
inspired story tĂƌƟŵĞ in 1987 starring John

DǇĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞƐƚŽƌǇĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞǁĂƐThe Curse
of Fenric, it scared the shit out of me. But
now I think it’s probably Survival. I love how
perfectly it links into the modern day series.
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dŚĞ ďŝŐŐĞƐƚ ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ ǁĞƌĞ ũƵƐƚ ĮŶĚŝŶŐ
people. Some of the lesser-known BBV
authors were barely present on the internet
/ƚŚŝŶŬŝƚŝƐŝƚƐƉŽƐŝƟǀŝƚǇ͕ĂŚĞƌŽƚŚĂƚĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ŽŶĞ / ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ĮŶĚ Ăƚ Ăůů͘
believes in the good of things in an imperfect ůƐŽ ŐĞƫŶŐ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƚŽ ƚĂůŬ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘
universe. Plus its ability to genre hop within EŝĐŬ ƌŝŐŐƐ ǁĂƐ ƋƵŝƚĞ ŚĞƐŝƚĂŶƚ Ăƚ ĮƌƐƚ ĂƐ
ŝƚƐŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞƐ͘/ƚ͛ƐŝŶĚŽŵŝƚĂďůĞ͘
he doesn’t look back on the period fondly.
Although eventually he came through with
tŚĂƚŽƚŚĞƌdsƐŚŽǁƐĂŶĚĮůŵƐĚŽǇŽƵůŝŬĞ͍ ƐŽŵĞĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐŝŶƐŝŐŚƚƐ͘
What do you think makes Doctor Who such
ĂƐƉĞĐŝĂůƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͍

I love cult TV, so anything from Our Friends
in the North, to Quatermass, to Out of the
Unknown͘DǇĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂůůďŝŶŐĞǁĂƚĐŚEĞƞůŝǆ
shows and I’m trying to get through the
complete Avengers box set.

You managed to uncover quite a lot which
/ŶĞǀĞƌŬŶĞǁ͕ĂŶĚǁŚŝĐŚ/ǁŽŶ͛ƚŐŝǀĞĂǁĂǇ
ƚŽƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕ďƵƚǁĂƐƚŚĞƌĞĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ
ŝŶƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌǇŽƵůĞĂƌŶƚƚŚĂƚƌĞĂůůǇƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ
you?

ĂŶ ǇŽƵ ƚĞůů ƵƐ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ďŝƚ ĂďŽƵƚ ǇŽƵƌ There was a lot I found out that I never knew
background in Doctor Who fandom and ďĞĨŽƌĞ͘ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƚŚƌĞĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ/ƐĞƚ
ǁŚĂƚǇŽƵ͛ǀĞĚŽŶĞƉƌŝŽƌƚŽǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŽŶƚŚŝƐ out to answer when I started:
book?
1. What happened to Michael Wade?
As I said I’ve been a fan since ‘89, when I was
seven years old. I used to go to quite a lot Ϯ͘tŚǇĚŝĚEŝĐŬƌŝŐŐƐƋƵŝƚƵƚŽŶϯ͍
ŽĨ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ Ă ůŽĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉ ĐĂůůĞĚ ƚŚĞ
Wolves of Fenric. I’ve contributed to the You 3. What happened to Bill Baggs?
and Who range and CT before. But I’m not
/͛ŵƉůĞĂƐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ/ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽĮŶĚĂůůƚŚĞ
what you call on the scene.
answers to all of them and many others I
What fascinates you about the Wilderness didn’t know I would be asking.
Years of Doctor Who?
When Doctor WhoĐŽŵĞƐŽīƚŚĞĂŝƌĂŐĂŝŶ͕
It’s my era, and in a strange way it’s my ǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĞǀŝƚĂďůǇŝƚǁŝůů͕ĚŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬǁĞǁŝůů
favourite era of the show. Obviously I would ƐĞĞƚŚĞƌĞƚƵƌŶŽĨƚŚĞƚǇƉĞƐŽĨŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ
rather have the show on TV, but there was ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƐĨĞĂƚƵƌĞĚŝŶǇŽƵƌďŽŽŬ͍
ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ ǀĞƌǇ ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽǁ
ďĞŝŶŐ ĂůŵŽƐƚ ĞŶƟƌĞůǇ ĨĂŶͲŽǁŶĞĚ ŝŶ ƚĞƌŵƐ I don’t think so, I think the brand is so
of new stories for the character. The Doctor protected now the BBC wouldn’t have such
went some places he’s never been before ĂůĂǆĂƫƚƵĚĞƚŽŝƚ͘ĂĐŬƚŚĞŶŶŽďŽĚǇƌĞĂůůǇ
and some he probably shouldn’t do again. cared what people did with the rights to some
ƵƚƚŚĞƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐƐĞĞŵĞĚĂůŵŽƐƚŝŶĮŶŝƚĞ͘ ƚǁĞŶƚǇͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚŵŽŶƐƚĞƌ͘EŽǁƚŚĞŬŶŽǁ
From the ‘almost’ Doctors like the Professor Doctor Who can always be success, they will
and the Stranger to comic strips, books and guard it closely. There were incidents in
ĂƵĚŝŽƐ͕ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ Ă ƟŵĞ ŽĨ ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ ĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ the 90s where people like Bill Baggs were
ĂŶĚ ƐŽŵĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĮŶĞƐƚ ĞǀĞƌ Doctor Who phoning up the BBC asking to use Liz Shaw
ǁĂƐ ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĂƚ ƟŵĞ͕ ďƵƚ ĂůƐŽ ƐŽŵĞ and they just said yes, no money was paid.
that was less than stellar. But it was always Can you imagine that happening now?
ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞďĞƐƚŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘
tŚĂƚ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ ŚĂǀĞ ǇŽƵ ŐŽƚ ƵƉ ǇŽƵƌ
What were the main challenges you sleeve for the future?
ĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĞĚǁŚĞŶǁƌŝƟŶŐǇŽƵďŽŽŬ͍ŶĚ
tĞůů/ǁŽƌŬŝŶĮůŵĂŶĚǀŝĚĞŽƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƐŽ
what was most fun?
ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ƚĂŬŝŶŐ ƵƉ ŵŽƐƚ ŽĨ ŵǇ ƟŵĞ͘  /Ŷ ĨĂĐƚ͕
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/ ũƵƐƚ ǁŽƌŬĞĚ ŽŶ ZĞĞůƟŵĞ WŝĐƚƵƌĞƐ͛ ŶĞǁ
release WĂŶŽƉƟĐŽŶ͗'ĞŶĞƐŝƐ. I’m also hoping
ƚŽŚĞůƉ<ĞŝƚŚĮŶĂůůǇĮŶŝƐŚThe Witch of Devil’s
End. A feature I produced called Charismata
should be out by the end of the year and I
am currently working on a web series called
WŝƐƐKī͕/>ŽǀĞzŽƵ. Book-wise I have a few
ƉůĂŶƐ͕ďƵƚ/ŶĞĞĚƚŽĮŶĚƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘KŶĞŝƐƚŚĞ
history of a Gangsta rap record label and the
ŽƚŚĞƌŽŶĞŝƐĂďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇŽĨĂŶŽƚĂďůĞƌŝƟƐŚ
TV writer who, although not a Doctor Who
writer, would be of interest to your readers.
Ƶƚŝƚ͛ƐĂůůĂďŽƵƚĮŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘
What’s your favourite cheese?
All cheese is amazing but a Gruyère is the
ŽŶĞ͊c
ŽǁŶƟŵĞ ŝƐ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ĨƌŽŵ KďǀĞƌƐĞ ŽŽŬƐ͗
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬŽďǀĞƌƐĞďŽŽŬƐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬͬ

Interview
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Ɛ ǇŽƵ ƐĂǇ͕ EĞǁŵĂŶ ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ ŐĞƚ ĂƐ ŵƵĐŚ
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ ĂƐ ^ƚĂƌ dƌĞŬ ĐƌĞĂƚŽƌ 'ĞŶĞ
ZŽĚĚĞŶďĞƌƌǇ ĨŽƌ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ. Ž ǇŽƵ ƚŚŝŶŬ ŚĞ ŝƐ
ŽŌĞŶƵŶĨĂŝƌůǇŽǀĞƌůŽŽŬĞĚ͍

ZǇĂŶ ĂŶĞƐ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ĂƵƚŚŽƌ ŽĨ dŚĞ DĂŶ tŚŽ
Thought Outside the Box. Ian Wheeler caught up
with him…

ĞĮŶŝƚĞůǇ͘ WĞŽƉůĞ ƚŚŝŶŬ ŚĞ ũƵƐƚ ƐĞƚ ƚŚĞ ǁŚĞĞůƐ
ŝŶŵŽƟŽŶĂŶĚůĞŌďƵƚƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǁƌŽŶŐ͘,ĞŵĂǇŶŽƚ
ŚĂǀĞ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ ŽĨ ƌĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ ďƵƚ ŚĞ ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚƚŚĞŝĚĞĂŽĨĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚŽĐƚŽƌƉĞƌƐŽŶĂƐ
for example.

Interview by Ian Wheeler

,ŽǁůŽŶŐŚĂǀĞǇŽƵďĞĞŶĂŽĐƚŽƌtŚŽĨĂŶĂŶĚ
ǁŚĂƚŝŶƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌĚŽǇŽƵůŝŬĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐĞƌŝĞƐ͍
Since I was a young baby. My mum said the
music would stop me doing whatever it was I was
doing, and I’d bounce up and down in my baby
seat. I was born on the day Bill Hartnell died, 23rd
April 1975. Maybe I should do some research on
ƌĞŝŶĐĂƌŶĂƟŽŶ͍
In 1983 I met Jon Pertwee and Peter Davison
at Longleat, and by then I was obsessed. I love
the fact that the Doctor can have an adventure
ĂŶǇǁŚĞƌĞ ŝŶ ƟŵĞ ĂŶĚ ƐƉĂĐĞ͘ ^ƵĐŚ Ă ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ
format.
What fascinates you about Sydney Newman in
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͍
,ŽǁŵŽƐƚƉĞŽƉůĞŚĂǀĞŶŽŝĚĞĂǁŚŽŚĞŝƐƵŶƟůǇŽƵ
ŵĞŶƟŽŶŽĐƚŽƌtŚŽĂŶĚƚŚĞǇƐĂǇ͚KŚǇĞĂŚ͛͘ǀĞŶ
though he wasn’t really a writer I feel he should be
up there with people like HG Wells, Jules Verne,
and Gene Roddenberry and I think it would have
been a travesty not to celebrate his life on his
100th birthday.
,ŽǁĚŝĚǇŽƵƌďŽŽŬĐŽŵĞĂďŽƵƚ͍
/ ǁĂŶƚĞĚ ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ŽƵƚ ǁŚĞƌĞ ƚŚĞ ŝĚĞĂ ĨŽƌ ŽĐƚŽƌ
Who came from, and like I say, I didn’t like the fact
ŚĞŚĂĚďĞĞŶĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶ͘

/Ĩ ǇŽƵ ŚĂĚ ƚŽ ŶĂŵĞ Ɛŝǆ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ ĂƉĂƌƚ ĨƌŽŵ
EĞǁŵĂŶ͕ ǁŚŽ ŚĂĚ ŵĂĚĞ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ ƚŽ ŽĐƚŽƌ tŚŽ ŽǀĞƌĂůů ;ŶŽƚ ũƵƐƚ Ăƚ
ŝƚƐŝŶĐĞƉƟŽŶͿǁŚŽǁŽƵůĚǇŽƵĐŚŽŽƐĞ͍
Verity Lambert, Antony Coburn, Waris Hussein,
Tom Baker, Russell T Davies, Chris Eccleston.
,Žǁ ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞ ĚŽ ǇŽƵ ƚŚŝŶŬ ƚŚĞ ĚĞƉŝĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ
EĞǁŵĂŶ ǁĂƐ ŝŶ Ŷ ĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ ŝŶ ^ƉĂĐĞ ĂŶĚ
Time?
The family didn’t like his accent, he sounded like
has from the Bronx rather than Toronto. Other
than that it showed the ‘Piss and Vinegar’ he also
possessed.
tŚĂƚŽƚŚĞƌƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐŚĂǀĞǇŽƵŐŽƚĐŽŵŝŶŐƵƉŝŶ
the future?
There another Doctor Who origins project we’re
ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ Ăƚ͘ EĞǁ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ŽƌŝŐŝŶƐ
ĂŶĚƉŽƐƐŝďůǇ͚ŶĞǁĨƌŽŵŽůĚ͛ĮĐƟŽŶ͕ďƵƚ/ĐĂŶ͛ƚƐĂǇ
anymore at this point for legal reasons. If we get
the go-ahead from the lawyers, or the BBC want
to be part of it, it will be a real eye-opener. Good
ŽůĚ ĨĂƐŚŝŽŶ ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͛ ƐĐŝͲĮ ǁŚŝĐŚ / ƚŚŝŶŬ
ƚŚĞůĂƐƚĨĞǁƐĞƌŝĞƐƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐůĂĐŬ͘c

What do you think was Newman’s biggest
ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚĂƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵŽĐƚŽƌtŚŽ͍
^ŽƌƟŶŐ ŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ  ĂŶĚ ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐŝŶŐ ŵŝůůŝŽŶƐ ŽĨ
people through the way he reorganised drama.
dŚĞ ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶ ŝƐ ƐƟůů ƉƌĞƩǇ ƌĞŐŝŵĞŶƚĞĚ ƚŽĚĂǇ͕
ĂŶĚ ^ǇĚŶĞǇ ŬŶĞǁ ĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ŇŽƵƌŝƐŚ ŝŶ
such an environment and that’s why he changed
it and gave ordinary people a voice.
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Review by Allan Lear

Four to Doomsday is, even by the standards
of Doctor Who, a bizarre story. There aren’t
many shows that could get away with a
ƐŚĂŐŐǇĚŽŐƚĂůĞĂďŽƵƚĂŐŝĂŶƚŚǇƉŶŽƟĐĨƌŽŐ
that turns selected humans into androids
once every few thousand years in the run-up
to invading Earth and mining all its silicon in
ĂŶ ĂƩĞŵƉƚ ƚŽ ŐŽ ďĂĐŬ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŝŐ ĂŶŐ ĂŶĚ
ŵĞĞƚ'ŽĚʹƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŚǇƉŶŽƚŽĂĚ
ŝŶƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŝƐƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ
God he meets will, in fact, be himself. It was
ƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƐƚŽƌǇƚŚĂƚWĞƚĞƌĂǀŝƐŽŶƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚĂƐ
ƚŚĞ ŶĞǁůǇͲŝŶĐƵŵďĞŶƚ &ŝŌŚ ŽĐƚŽƌ͕ ĂŶĚ ŽŶĞ
can’t help wondering if he came out of it a
bit uncertain what he’d got involved with.
Absurd though it is, however, it’s a thoroughly
engaging story with lots of memorable
characters and plenty of twists, and it lends
itself well to the audio format where ideas
like a colony spaceship large enough to carry
three billion people get a chance to really
stun the audience with their scale, rather
ƚŚĂŶ ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĞǀŝƚĂďůĞ ůŝŵŝƚĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ
the visual format.

Matt Connolly

ĞǆƉůĂŶĂƚŽƌǇ ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞƐ͖ ŚŝƐ EǇƐƐĂ ŝƐ ƋƵŝĞƚ
and self-contained, with occasional hints of
Ă ďůĂƐĠ ƐƵƉĞƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ ďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ͘  /ƚ͛Ɛ Ă
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞƚŚĂƚƚƌĞĂĚƐĂĚŝĸĐƵůƚƟŐŚƚƌŽƉĞ
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ŚŽŶĞƐƚ ŝŵŝƚĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞ
parody, and not only does it really tell the
story, but it makes Waterhouse himself seem
ĂŶ ĂīĂďůĞ ŚŽƐƚ͕ ůŝŬĞ Ă ĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞ :ĂĐŬĂŶŽƌǇ
ƌĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŝŶǀŝƟŶŐƵƐŝŶƚŽŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚĨŽƌĂƚĂůůƚĂůĞ͘
There are Doctor Who fans who like their
historicals, who enjoy period costume and
learning about the actual history of Earth
via the medium of their favourite Time
Lord running around saving it, who prefer
ƚŚĞŝƌƐĐŝĞŶĐĞĮĐƟŽŶǁŚĞŶŝƚ͛ƐŐƌŽƵŶĚĞĚĂŶĚ
ƌĞĂůŝƐƟĐĂŶĚƐĞŶƐŝďůĞ͘/ĨƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌĨĂǀŽƵƌĞĚ
style, then I’ll go out on a limb and suggest
that Four to Doomsday might not be the kind
of Who that you are likely to enjoy. For those
who prefer their Doctor Who Ă ůŝƩůĞ ŵŽƌĞ
ŽƵŐůĂƐ ĚĂŵƐǇ͕ ǁŚŽ ůŝŬĞ ŽƵƚƌĠ ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƐ
and big ideas and jokes and absurdity, I’m
certain that they will roundly enjoy this
ŶĞǁ ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ dĞƌĞŶĐĞ ƵĚůĞǇ͛Ɛ ƐƚŽƌǇ
of megalomaniacal batrachians and their
colony ship of android philosophers. c

For this audio recording, BBC Worldwide
have invited back an actor from the original
screen episodes to give them new life on
͘  DĂƩŚĞǁ tĂƚĞƌŚŽƵƐĞ ;ƚŚĞ ůƵĞ Žǆ
ŽǇͿŶĞĞĚƐŶŽŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƚŽĨĂŶƐ͕ĂŶĚŚĞƌĞ
he gets the chance not only to recreate his
role of Adric but to take on the rest of the
TARDIS crew as well. His familiarity with the
performance styles of the original actors
really helps him to breathe life into these
ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ͕ĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐĂƟŽŶŝƐĂƌĞĂů
highlight of this three-disc set. His Tegan
snaps and snarls and whinges just like she did
on telly, throwing all the toys out of her pram
at the slightest inconvenience; his Doctor
ŝƐ Ă ŵĂƌǀĞůůŽƵƐ ƉĂƐƟĐŚĞ ŽĨ WĞƚĞƌ ĂǀŝƐŽŶ͛Ɛ
ĞĂƌůǇ ĂĐƟŶŐ ƐƚǇůĞ͕ Ăůů ŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚ ďƌĞĂƚŚŝŶĞƐƐ͕
ŚƵĸŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƐŝŐŚŝŶŐ ŚŝƐ ǁĂǇ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
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Fiction

AFTERMATH
A short trip by Hayden Gribble
hŶĞĂƌƚŚůǇ ƐŽƵŶĚƐ ĮůůĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĚĞĐŝŵĂƚĞĚ
hanger. A wind raged through the vast metal
ǁĂůůƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƐŵĂůů ĮƌĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĂĚ ĞƌƵƉƚĞĚ͕
ƐĐĂƩĞƌŝŶŐ ůŝŬĞ ƟŶǇ ďĞĂĐŽŶƐ ŽĨ ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕
ǁŚŝƌůĞĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽƌĂŶŐĞ ŇĂŵĞƐ ŝŶ ƵŶŝƐŽŶ ĂƐ
the strong breeze blew through them. The
debris of the gantry that had once been held
ĮƌŵůǇƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚĨŽƌƚǇĨĞĞƚĂďŽǀĞƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚ
began to fall. Screams from stranded beings,
ƚĞƌƌŝĮĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƚƌĂƉƉĞĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐƐ͕
ĐŽǁĞƌĞĚǁŝƚŚĂƌŵƐŚĞůĚŚŝŐŚ͕ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŶŐƚŚĞŝƌ
heads, as the heavy metal smashed on top of
them. The screams died and were replaced
ďǇƚŚĞĐůĂƩĞƌĂŶĚĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŽĨŵĞƚĂůŽŶŵĞƚĂů͘
Explosions began to ripple and tear holes in
ƚŚĞǁĂůůƐĂŶĚŇŽŽƌ͘/ƚŚĂĚďĞĐŽŵĞĂŚĂůůŽĨ
ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŽŶ͘

Groaning in agony, a thought came into his
head. How had it all gone so wrong?
dŚĞ ŚĞĂƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŇĂŵĞƐ ůŝĐŬĞĚ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ ƚŚĞ
side of the man’s face as he lay facing the
ĐĞŝůŝŶŐ ŝŶ Ă ƌŽŽŵ ŽĨ ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ĚĞĂƚŚ͘
All the prostrate man could feel around him
was the violent waves of doom as he came
to. Shaking his head, the man groaned like
somebody who had been beaten against a
brick wall for over an hour. He didn’t know
how long he had been unconscious and in a
way he didn’t care. He had failed. And now
ƚŚĞĨĂůůĞŶǁĂƐƐƟƌƌŝŶŐĂŶĚŬŶĞǁƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐ
ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ͘

Many were jealous at those who had
been selected for the voyage to Draxos. It
ǁĂƐ Ă ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů ƉůĂŶĞƚ͕ ƌŝĐŚ ǁŝƚŚ ĞŵĞƌĂůĚ
ŐƌĞĞŶ ƐŬŝĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŵĂƵǀĞ ĮĞůĚƐ͘  &Žƌ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ
human inhabitants they were not used to
this strange colour scheme but they grew
to love it. It was like no other planet in its
system and as far as they knew it had never
been inhabited before. However, it wasn’t
ůŽŶŐ ƵŶƟů ƚŚĞŝƌ ŶĞǁ ƉĂƌĂĚŝƐĞ ƐƵĐĐƵŵďĞĚ
to the same problems that the colonist had
experienced on Earth.

to the ship that had carried them to Draxos
ĐĞŶƚƵƌŝĞƐ ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ͕ ĂŶĚ ĞŶůŝƐƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŚĞůƉ ŽĨ
those who had come to the planet over the
years of his rule, the plans for war began.
The money he had acquired and stolen,
along with the technology that was culled
from other races during his reign, made him
strong and determined to bring the Earth to
its knees.

ƌĂǆŽƐ ǁĂƐ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ĂƌƚŚ ĐŽůŽŶŝĞƐ
ƚŽ ƐĞƩůĞ ŽƵƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐŽůĂƌ ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘  /ƚ ǁĂƐ
ƵŶŝŶŚĂďŝƚĞĚ ĂŶĚ ĂŌĞƌ ǇĞĂƌƐ ŽĨ ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ ŝƚ
ǁĂƐ ĐŚŽƐĞŶ ĨŽƌ ĐŽůŽŶŝƐĂƟŽŶ ƚŽ ŚĞůƉ ŵŽǀĞ
ƚŚĞ ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂƌƚŚ ʹ ǁŚŝĐŚ ǁĂƐ
stretching to overcrowding in the big urban
ĂƌĞĂƐʹƚŽĂůůĐŽƌŶĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞŐĂůĂǆǇ͘ŶĚƐŽ͕
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŶƵŵďĞƌƐŽĨƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶĂƚďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ
Amongst the mounds of rubble lay the main point, great ships, built to hold thousands of
ŝŶƐƟŐĂƚŽƌŝŶĂůůƚŚĞƌƵŝŶƐ͘ŵĂŶ͕ĐŽƌƌƵƉƚĞĚ ŚƵŵĂŶƐŝŶƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚƐůĞĞƉ͕ƐĞƚŽīŽŶƚŚĞŝƌ
by power, believing his own god complex, long journey, with a crew who took it in turns
who promised those in his employ that the to pilot them and made sure the passengers
invasion would be successful, that they were got to their new world safely.
doing the right thing, lay broken. Immobile
ǇĞƚ ƐƟůů ĂůŝǀĞ͕ ŚĞ ďĞŐĂŶ ƚŽ ŽƉĞŶ ŚŝƐ ĞǇĞƐ͘

Many of his subjects disagreed with his vision
of war and violence. Some were convinced
that the power had gone to his head and as
Food and water were brought along for the punishment, the king outlawed many and
trip, which had required that the colonists to accused them of treason. The once happy,
ďĞ ƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚ ŝŶ ĂŶŝŵĂƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĚĞĐĂĚĞ picturesque, peaceful humans of Draxos
long journey, were planted and crops were ǁĞƌĞŶŽǁƌƵůĞĚǁŝƚŚĂŶŝƌŽŶĮƐƚĂŶĚĨŽƌĐĞĚ
soon growing in abundance. It was a new into a war with their own people. The king
ŐŽůĚĞŶ ĂŐĞ͘  dŚĞ ƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚƐ ǁŚŽ ŚĂĚ ũŽŝŶĞĚ gave himself a name that struck fear into his
the colonists on the journey had taken subjects and those who were loyal to him
samples of the soil and rainfall as soon as equated to an army who ensured that his
they awoke from their long sleep. The probes life was kept safe from the rebels who tried
they had sent from Earth had been accurate, to kill him before it was too late. That name
the soil was able to sustain the crops and the was Stratos.
atmosphere was not poisonous. If anything,
it was healthier than that on the mother Stratos abandoned Draxos, leaving behind
planet. There was a high bombardment of the weak, feeble and those who opposed
ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞŝŽŶƐŝŶƚŚĞĂŝƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞǁƐĞƩůĞƌƐ him to die. Ordering his troops aboard the
ǁĞƌĞ ŝŶ ďĞƩĞƌ ĨƌĂŵĞ ŽĨ ŵŝŶĚ͘  dŚĞ ƉůĂŶĞƚ ship that brought them to what had been
was tranquil, peaceful and the need for work their Eden, Stratos and his army placed
was more of a hobby as greed was not a ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐŝŶƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚĂŶŝŵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƐĞƚ
common folly.
the co-ordinates to auto-pilot back to Earth.
The Army was a twenty thousand man strong
Unfortunately, Draxos did also have its force and with advanced weaponry that
drawbacks. There was a nutrient in the soil had been culled from the races who visited
ƚŚĂƚŵĞĂŶƚŝƚǁĂƐƌĂŶĐŝĚĂŌĞƌĂǁĞĞŬ͘dŚĞǇ Draxos and lived to regret it, and were more
could combat this by managing the supplies than a match for the planet. Whatever the
ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞůǇ͕ ďƵƚ ĂƐ ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ ĐĂŵĞ ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ŶŽ ŵĂƩĞƌ ŚŽǁ ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ
ĂŶĚ ǁĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƐƵƌƉůƵƐ ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ ŐƌĞǁ͘ the peoples of the Earth would be, a ship
Famine came and took the lives of some the that was once built to bring peace and new
colonists. The designated leaders, whose ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐƐ ǁĂƐ ŶŽǁ ĂŶ ĂƌŵŽƵƌĞĚ ďĂƩůĞͲ
predecessors had been designated on the ĐƌĂŌ ƐĞƚ ŽŶ Ă ĐŽƵƌƐĞ ƚŽ ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇ ƚŚŽƐĞ ǁŚŽ
ĮƌƐƚ ǀŽǇĂŐĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƌŽůĞƐ ǁĞƌĞ ŝŶŚĞƌŝƚĞĚ͕ had stranded them.
pleaded for aid from the mother planet but it
never came. Draxos, for reasons they did not The plans that had been made were
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ͕ŚĂĚďĞĞŶĐƵƚŽīĂŶĚůĞŌĂůŽŶĞ͘ ŵĞƟĐƵůŽƵƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ĚĞƚĂŝů͘   ƐĞŶƐŽƌ ǁĂƐ
set to alarm the forces if they were under
And so the planet lay dying, weak, helpless, ĂƩĂĐŬ Žƌ ĂŶ ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞ ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ ĞŶŽƵŐŚ ƚŽ
ƵŶƟů ƚŚĞ ƌƵůĞƌ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƉůĂŶĞƚ͕ ĂŶ ĂŵďŝƟŽƵƐ endanger the mission meant that evasive
and some would say reckless king, decided ĂĐƟŽŶ ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘  &Žƌ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ĨĞǁ
that they should make the Earth pay for what years however they were mostly undisturbed,
they had done. Ordering repairs to be made ƐĂĨĞ ŝŶ ŵŽŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ ƐůĞĞƉ͕ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ
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A blue box, about eight feet in height and
situated right in middle of the hanger, was
fading out of existence as the noise of the
ǁŝŶĚŐƌĞǁƐƚƌŽŶŐĞƌ͘dŚĞůŝƩůĞďůƵĞůŝŐŚƚŽŶ
ƚŚĞ ƚŽƉ ŇĂƐŚĞĚ ĂŶĚ ĞƐĐĂƉĞĚ ƚŚĞ ƚƵƌŵŽŝů͘
Further screams of despair as a few of the
survivors had clambered over the falling
rubble towards the magic box but it was too
ůĂƚĞ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĐŽŶĮŶĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŝƌĚĞĂƚŚ͘ĂůůƐ
ŽĨĮƌĞďƵƌƐƚƚŚĞƐĞĂŵƐŽĨƚŚĞŇŽŽƌďŽĂƌĚƐĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞ ƐƵƌǀŝǀŽƌƐ ďĞŐĂŶ ƚŽ ƐĐĂƩĞƌ͘  /ƚƐ ƐƉŽƌĂĚŝĐ
nature suggested a series of bombs but that
ǁĂƐŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďůĞĨŽƌĂƐŚŝƉƚŚĂƚŚĂĚƐƵĐŚƟŐŚƚ
ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͘EŽŶĞŽĨƚŚŝƐǁĂƐŝŶƚŚĞŵŝŶĚƐŽĨƚŚĞ
ƚĞƌƌŝĮĞĚƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽǁĞƌĞƐƟůůĂďŽĂƌĚ͘/ƚǁĂƐ
ŶŽǁĂĮŐŚƚƚŽŐĞƚŽīƚŚĞƐŚŝƉďĞĨŽƌĞŝƚǁĂƐ
ƚŽŽůĂƚĞ͘ƐĐĂƉĞƉŽĚƐǁĞƌĞƚŚĞŽŶůǇŽƉƟŽŶ
ůĞŌƚŽƚŚĞŵďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞŽŶĐĞͲŐƌĂŶĚƐŚŝƉĨĞůů
out of the sky and disintegrated in the Earth’s
atmosphere.

dŚĞƐŽƵŶĚŽĨƚŚĞƌƵŝŶĞĚŵĞƚĂůƟŵďĞƌĨĂůůŝŶŐ
towards him made his skin go cold. With his
eyes blinking open and shut, he struggled
to free himself from his temporary prison.
Starring into the burning abyss of his once
ŽŚ ƐŽ ŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚ ƐŚŝƉ͕ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ƉŝŶŶĞĚ ďǇ
ƚŚĞ ĨĂůůŝŶŐ ĚĞďƌŝƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŇŽŽƌ͘  ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ
ĂǁĂƌĞ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ƉĞƌŝůŽƵƐ ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͕ ŚĞ ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĚ
to remember what had precisely happened.
He remembered his plan. Oh, how he had
ǁŽƌŬĞĚ ŽŶ ŝƚ͘  ,Ğ ŚĂĚ ƐƉĞŶƚ ǇĞĂƌƐ ƉůŽƫŶŐ
ƚŚĞ ĂƩĂĐŬ ĂŶĚ ĂŌĞƌ ƵƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŵŝůůŝŽŶƐ ŽĨ
^ƚĞůůĂƌƉŽƵŶĚƐ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ Ăƚ ŚŝƐ ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů ʹ ŶŽƚ
so much earned but stolen through his
many business schemes and the money he
ŚĂĚĐŽŶŶĞĚŽƵƚŽĨĨĞůůŽǁĐŽŵƉĞƟƚŽƌƐŝŶƚŚĞ
ŵĂƌŬĞƚ ʹ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ĂďůĞ ƚŽ ĚŽ ǁŚĂƚ ŶŽďŽĚǇ
from his home planet of Draxos had done in
over four centuries: reclaim the Earth.

ŵŽŵĞŶƚƚŚĞǇŚĂĚďĞĞŶǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌ͘/ƚƐŽŽŶ
became clear though, that even though
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ ůŽƐƚ ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ
earlier, Earth knew they were coming.
As soon as the ship, now called the Venus
II ĂŌĞƌ ƚŚĞ ƉůĂŶĞƚ ƚŚĂƚ ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ ŵĂĚĞ ŚĞƌ͕
scraped the fringes of the Solar System, a
ŇĞĞƚ ŽĨ ŐĂůĂĐƟĐ ĮŐŚƚĞƌƐ͕ ƐŵĂůů ĂŶĚ ƐůŝĐŬ ŝŶ
ĚĞƐŝŐŶůŝŬĞĂŶĂŶĐŝĞŶƚtŽƌůĚ tĂƌ//^ƉŝƞŝƌĞ͕
ŚƵŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƐŬǇůŝŬĞĂƐƉŝĚĞƌǁĞď͕ǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌ
ƚŚĞ ƵŶǁŝƫŶŐ ŇǇ ƚŽ ĨĂůů ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƚƌĂƉ͘  &ŝŌǇ
ŝŶ ŶƵŵďĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞ ŇĞĞƚ ǁĞƌĞ ƌĞĂĚǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĂƚ
meant the peoples of the Earth were too.
When Stratos awoke to the sound of gun
ĮƌĞŽŶŚŝƐǀĞƐƐĞů͕ŚĞǁĂƐƚĂŬĞŶĂďĂĐŬďǇƚŚĞ
surprise, but in no way unprepared. Back
on Draxos, he heard rumours that the rebels
had got word to those lucky aliens who had
escaped the bleak prisoners of war camps
ƚŚĂƚƐƚĂŝŶĞĚƚŚĞƉůĂŶĞƚůŝŬĞďůŽŽĚŽŶĂŇŽǁĞƌ͘
The word must have got out about what
he was planning. Earth knows what we are
going to do, he thought to himself, but they
will be no match for us.

The only planet that decided not to help
ƚŚĞĂƌƚŚǁĂƐDĂƌƐ͘dŚĞƉůĂŶĞƚǁĂƐƐƟůůƚŽŽ
ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶŽĨĂ
mysterious life form that started on Bowie
ĂƐĞ KŶĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŵŝĚ ƚǁĞŶƚǇͲĮƌƐƚ ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ
and was uninhabitable, even by the warrior
race of Ice Warriors. Following the Peladon
ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ Ă ǁĂƌ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ƚŚĞ ĂƌƚŚ
ĂŶĚ ŝƚƐ ƌĞĚ ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌ͕ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƉƟůĞ ƌĂĐĞ ǁĂƐ
ĨŽƌďŝĚĚĞŶ ĨƌŽŵ ĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ ŝŶ ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ
ƚŚĞǇƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĂƐĂǁĂǇŽĨĞƐĐĂƉŝŶŐƚŚĞŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ
ƚŚĂƚǁĂƐĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŶŐƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƉůĂŶĞƚ͘>ŝǀŝŶŐ
in fear and trapped on a diseased world, they
watched as the ships from Earth and Mercury
ƚŽŽŬŽīƚŽŚŽůĚƚŚĞǁĂƌƐŚŝƉĂǁĂǇ͕ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞĞīŽƌƚǁĂƐŝŶǀĂŝŶ͘
EŽŵĂƩĞƌŚŽǁďŝŐŝŶŶƵŵďĞƌƚŚĞĚĞĨĞŶƐŝǀĞ
ƉĂƌƟĞƐ ǁĞƌĞ͕ Žƌ ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů ƚŚĞ
campaigns were, nothing could stop the
ŐŝŐĂŶƟĐŽīĞŶƐĞĨƌŽŵůƵŵďĞƌŝŶŐŽŶƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
ƚŚĞ ^ǇƐƚĞŵ͘  EŽǁ ŽŶůǇ Ă ŵĂƩĞƌ ŽĨ ǁĞĞŬƐ
ĂǁĂǇ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŝƐ ĮŶĂů ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ͕ ^ƚƌĂƚŽƐ
ƌĞůŝƐŚĞĚƚŚĞĮŐŚƚŚĞĨĂĐĞĚ͘,ĞŬĞƉƚŚŝƐďĞƐƚ
soldiers awake, depriving them of the sweet
comfort of sleep and ordered that they stay
at their posts, taking it in turns to look out
ĂŶĚĂƩĂĐŬ͘

Ships fell hard like hail stones as the Venus
II ƐŚŽǁĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŇĞĞƚ ũƵƐƚ ǁŚĂƚ ŝƚ ĐŽƵůĚ ĚŽ͘
dŚĞ ďĂƩůĞ ƌĂŐĞĚ ĨŽƌ ƚǁŽ ŚŽƵƌƐ͘  ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ
slightly damaged, the shields that had been
stolen from more advanced races kept most
ŽĨƚŚĞĮƌĞĂƚďĂǇ͘dŚĞĮƌĞƉŽǁĞƌĂƚ^ƚƌĂƚŽƐ͛
ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů ǁĂƐ ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŶŐ͘  KŶĞ ďǇ ŽŶĞ ƚŚĞ
ůŝƩůĞ ĮŐŚƚĞƌƐ ǁĞƌĞ ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ͕ ƚŚĞ ƉŝůŽƚƐ
ŝŶƐŝĚĞƚƌĂƉƉĞĚŝŶƚŚĞďƵƌŶŝŶŐĐƌĂŌĂŶĚĨĂƚĞĚ
ƚŽĂĮĞƌǇĞŶĚ͘dŚĞŶƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚĐĂŵĞǁŚĞŶ
ƚŚĞ ƐŚŝƉƐ ǁĞƌĞ ĨŽƌĐĞĚ ƚŽ ŇĞĞ͕ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ
failed. Licking their wounds, the armies
of Earth were defeated. With minimal
ĐĂƐƵĂůƟĞƐĂŶĚĂƌĞŐĂŝŶĞĚƐĞŶƐĞŽĨǁŝůůƉŽǁĞƌ
ĂŶĚĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕^ƚƌĂƚŽƐŚĂĚǁŽŶ͘

One by one the command posts that led
to the world of mankind were purged
and eradicated. Slaves were taken, many
were slaughtered and it fed Stratos’ lust
for revenge. It was as though he absorbed
ƚŚĞ ĂƩĂĐŬƐ ĂŶĚ ůĞƚ ƚŚĞŵ ĨĞƐƚĞƌ ŝŶ ŚŝƐ ŵŝŶĚ͕
ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ ƉŽůůƵƟŶŐ ŚŝƐ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ ĂŶĚ ĮůůŝŶŐ
ŚŝƐ ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ ƉĞƌǀĞƌƐĞ ŝŵĂŐĞƐ ŽĨ
ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ƉŽǁĞƌ͘  dŚĞ Venus II was
like a cancer wiping through the stars and
ŽďůŝƚĞƌĂƟŶŐ Ăůů ŝŶ ŝƚƐ ƉĂƚŚ͘  /ƚ ƐĞĞŵĞĚ ĂƐ
ƚŚŽƵŐŚŶŽƚŚŝŶŐĐŽƵůĚƐƚŽƉŝƚ͘hŶƟůŽŶĞĚĂǇ͕
the day that Stratos let his guard down.

EŽǁƚŚĞǇŚĂĚƉĞŶĞƚƌĂƚĞĚƚŚĞ^ŽůĂƌ^ǇƐƚĞŵ͕
the Venus IIĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚŝƚƐũŽƵƌŶĞǇŽĨĚĞĂƚŚ͘
Following their excursion past Pluto, the
armies of the System banded together, in a
way that they hadn’t done in centuries. All
ƚŚĞ ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů ĚŝƐĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ
in opinion that separated the planet were
ĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶĨŽƌƚŚĞƟŵĞďĞŝŶŐĂŶĚƚŚĞǇďĂŶĚĞĚ
together as one.

Repairs were required as the Venus II began
to feel the brunt of the storm it had faced.
Shield capacity was strong, but not as strong
as it could have been. The loyal followers
of the man who would be king, fearful of
their own lives, worked endlessly to repair
the ship. Some even succumbed to their
weakness, kept awake and some starved
to the point of death, began to slip away.
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Stratos was just as relentless and unfeeling
as stone though a plain glass window. He
ŬŝůůĞĚ ƚŚŽƐĞ ǁŚŽ ǁĞƌĞ ƚŽŽ ǁĞĂŬ ƚŽ ĮŐŚƚ Žƌ
ǁŽƌŬ͕ ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞƌĞ ǁĞƌĞ ƐƟůů ŵĂŶǇ ŝŶ
ƐƵƐƉĞŶĚĞĚĂŶŝŵĂƟŽŶŚĞĐŽƵůĚĐĂůůŽŶ͘tŽƌŬ
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ ǁĞƌĞ ĂƉƉĂůůŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ ĂƌŵŝĞƐ
were making mistakes thanks to it.

worsened now his eyes were open. The
ĂŵďŝƟŽŶ͕ůŝŬĞƚŚĞĮƌĞŶŽǁƌĂŐŝŶŐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ
the Venus II, burned brightly. He had to get
out. And nothing was going to stop him.
ƚĮƌƐƚŚŝƐƐŵĂůůŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐĂĐŚĞĚ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶ
the pain really set in. Hot, searing pain that
shot through his veins and boiled within
every sinew in his body. Stratos knew it
ǁĂƐ ĨƵƟůĞ ƚŽ ƚƌǇ ĂŶĚ ŐƵĞƐƐ ŚŽǁ ĂŶĚ ǁŚĞƌĞ
the breaks had occurred. It felt as though
nearly every bone in his body was broken.
By all rights, he should already be dead; he
ŬŶĞǁ ƚŚĂƚ͕ ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ ĂŌĞƌ ĨĂůůŝŶŐ ƚǁĞŶƚǇ
ĨĞĞƚ ĨƌŽŵ Ă ĚŝƐŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŶŐ ŐĂŶƚƌǇ ŽŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ
ƐƚŽŶĞͲĐŽůĚ ŇŽŽƌ ďĞůŽǁ͘  &ƌŽŵ ĞǀĞƌǇ ĂŶŐůĞ͕
the man who called himself the Doctor had
beaten him. How on earth an intruder like
Śŝŵ͕Ă^E/KZŝŶƚƌƵĚĞƌŚĂĚĂůůƵĚĞĚĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ͕
aligned himself with rebels who were hiding
in the store rooms and saved both himself
ĂŶĚŚŝƐĂůůŝĞƐĂŶĚůĞŌƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌƐƚŽĚŝĞǁĂƐ
incredible. To have compassion and show no
remorse in equal measure was a personality
trait that puzzled Stratos and led him to
believe that this man was not like any other
he had encountered. To him, the Doctor’s
behaviour was like that of an old campaigner,
ǁŚŽƐĞ ĞǇĞƐ ŽŶůǇ ƌĞǀĞĂů ŚŝƐ ƚƌƵĞ ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐ
and his full ruthlessness to his enemies and
hides them from those who trust him.

&ŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĂĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŶŐĮŐŚƚŽŶƚŚĞƌŝŶŐƐŽĨ
Jupiter, the Venus II was badly damaged. It
ǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞƐŚŝƉŚĂĚƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ
its invasion that it had been defeated.
Loathing the decision he had to make, Stratos
ŽƌĚĞƌĞĚŚŝƐƐƵďũĞĐƚƐƚŽƌĞƚƌĞĂƚĂŶĚƚŚĞǇŇĞĚ͘
It was just at this moment, unknown to him,
that a blue box materialized on board. Out
stepped a white-haired man, who held his
lapels and strode into this world of hate
like he owned the stage, accompanied by
his three friends. A tall, strong-looking man
with his black-coloured fringe brushed to one
side, a kind-looking lady who looked roughly
the same age as the man, with dark hair that
stood high on her head, and a young girl,
ǁŚŽ ƐƚŽŽĚ ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟǀĞůǇ ǁŝƚŚ ǁŚŽ ^ƚƌĂƚŽƐ
presumed was her grandfather and carried
with her an unearthly feel and a yearning to
ĮŶĚ Ă ƉůĂĐĞ ƐŚĞ ĐŽƵůĚ ĮŶĂůůǇ ĐĂůů ŚŽŵĞ͘  /ƚ
was as if, she, in fact none of them, had been
ŚŽŵĞŝŶĂǀĞƌǇ͕ǀĞƌǇůŽŶŐƟŵĞ͘dŚĞǇďƌŽƵŐŚƚ
with them a sense of experience beyond the
stars and soon they went about destroying
Stratos’ world from the inside, like a virus in Every inch began to feel like a mile, but
a computer mainframe.
Stratos was undeterred. Crawling away
from the rubble and watching the panic
Stratos, lying in the rubble, winced as he tried unfold around him, the pain illuminated
to move. He opened his dry, bloodstained from his bloodshot eyes and pathed the way.
ůŝƉƐĂŶĚƵƩĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŽŶůǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚǁĂƐŝŶŚŝƐ Desperately, Stratos searched the room,
mind.
which glowed a brilliant orange. His men,
supposedly the best of the best, the ones he
͚ŽĐƚŽƌ͕͛ ŚĞ ƐƉůƵƩĞƌĞĚ ĂƐ ŚĞ ĂŐŽŶŝǌĞĚ ƚŽ personally picked and oversaw the training
move, dry spit barking from lungs.
of, ran around like headless chickens. The
feeling of depression and imminent doom
͚KdKZ͊͛
hung like a fog amongst the smoke. Venus
II was breaking up around him, his beloved
ŶŽƚŚĞƌĞǆƉůŽƐŝŽŶŐĂǀĞďŝƌƚŚƚŽĂŐůŽǁŽĨĮƌĞ ship, the one that was meant to bring to
that growled at Stratos like an animal. Every Stratos his dream of revenge, was going
sinew of his being was broken, beaten. His down faster than the Titanic in Earth stories
body told him to stay where he was, accept of old. The ship slipped even further out of
his fate and embrace the inevitable. His space towards the planet it was supposed to
mind spoke another language to him, one conquer, pulling away at its metallic seams
of survival, vengeance and hate. The pain in the atmosphere. Many will have already
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perished, sucked into the vacuum of space
ŽƌĨĂƚĞĚƚŽĂĮĞƌǇŐƌĂǀĞ͕ďƵƚ^ƚƌĂƚŽƐǁĂƐŶŽƚ
thinking about them at all. Although he was
the Captain, he wasn’t going to go down with
the ship.
^ƟůůĐƌĂǁůŝŶŐ͕^ƚƌĂƚŽƐ͛ĞǇĞƐǁĞƌĞĮƌŵůǇŽŶƚŚĞ
ƉƌŝǌĞ͘,ŝƐƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŽŶůǇŵĞĂŶƐŽĨĞƐĐĂƉĞ
ůĂǇŵĞƌĞŵĞƚƌĞƐĂǁĂǇ͘dŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞĮƌĞĂŶĚ
smoke and his own blurred vision, he has
ƐƉŽƩĞĚĂŶĞƐĐĂƉĞƉŽĚŽŶƚŚĞŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞƐŝĚĞ
of the hanger to where he had lain. In all the
confusion, and although some had escaped,
and were bound to be picked up by the Space
Police, only one remained empty. Its red,
vacant light lit the way. He was nearly there.
The pain was put to the back of his mind for
ƚŚĞƟŵĞďĞŝŶŐ͖ŚĞĐŽƵůĚǁŽƌƌǇĂďŽƵƚŝƚůĂƚĞƌ͘
Safety was so close for him now.
stKKK^^^,,,͊
An explosion, so ferocious in its manner,
rocked the hanger. Stratos stopped his
ŚĞůůŝƐŚ ƚƌĞŬ ĂŶĚ ůĂǇ ƉƌŽƐƚƌĂƚĞ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŇŽŽƌ͘
Looking up, he started to feel his broken
body being dragged back towards the rubble
Ɖŝƚ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ ĂǁĂŬĞĚ ŝŶ͘  ^ƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐ ƚŽ Įƚ ŚŝƐ
ĮŶŐĞƌƐŝŶĂŵĞƚĂůŐƌŝůůĞŽŶƚŚĞŇŽŽƌ͕^ƚƌĂƚŽƐ
blinked into the void behind him. The
ŚĂŶŐĞƌǁĂƐƐŝůĞŶƚŶŽǁ͘EŽŵŽƌĞƐĐƌĞĂŵƐŽƌ
ĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƚĞ ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƐ ƚŽ ŐĞƚ Žī ƚŚĞ ĚŽŽŵĞĚ
ĐƌĂŌ͘^ƚƌĂƚŽƐǁĂƐŶŽǁĂůŽŶĞŝŶƚŚĞŚĂŶŐĞƌ͘
The only company he had now was vast hole
that had replaced the hull. He watched as
his faithful soldiers, the ones who had shared
his dreams and those who secretly loathed
ƚŚĞŵ͕ ǁĞƌĞ ŇŽĂƟŶŐ ůŝĨĞůĞƐƐůǇ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ďůĂĐŬ͕
unforgiving silence of space.
A wind that sent a chill along his spine was
ƐƟůů ƚĞŵƉƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĨĂůůĞŶ ůĞĂĚĞƌ ƚŽ Ă ƐŝůĞŶƚ
death. Holding on with the last remaining
ĞīŽƌƚ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ďĞŝŶŐ͕ ^ƚƌĂƚŽƐ͕ ǁŚŽ ŬŶĞǁ ƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞ ŽŶůǇ ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ ůĞŌ ŝŶ ŚŝƐ ďŽĚǇ
was now in his arms, edged his way along
the grille the last few feet to the escape pod
ĚŽŽƌ͘  'ƌŝŵĂĐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƐĐƌĞĂŵŝŶŐ ƵŶƟů ŚŝƐ
lungs began to burn, Stratos reached out for
ƚŚĞ ƌĞůĞĂƐĞ ďƵƩŽŶ͘  ,ŝƐ ĮŶŐĞƌƟƉƐ ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ
ŽƵƚ ůŝŬĞ Ă ĐŚŝůĚ ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ ŽĨ ŝƚƐ
ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘:ƵƐƚĂůŝƩůĞĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ͘DŽƌĞĮƌĞĂŶĚ

sparks licking in his face and the icy touch
of deep space dragging him to death. His
screams inaudible compared to the vacuum
that wanted to embrace him, Stratos’ last
ounce of strength hurled him onto the
ďƵƩŽŶ͘  /Ŷ Ă ƐƉůŝƚ ƐĞĐŽŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĞƐĐĂƉĞ ƉŽĚ
door, which was about six feet in height,
whipped open. Feeling along the wall inside
the pod, Stratos found a hold and swung
himself inside, snapping the door shut. He
ŚĂĚŵĂĚĞŝƚ͘EŽǁ͕ƚŚĞĨƵŶƌĞĂůůǇƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ͘
^ůŝĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŇŽŽƌ ŽŶĐĞ ŵŽƌĞ͕ ^ƚƌĂƚŽƐ
ƉĂŶƚĞĚĂƐŚĞƌŽĐŬĞĚĂďŽƵƚŝŶƚŚĞůŝƩůĞƉŽĚ͘
The turbulence created an unstable yet safe
environment for the Warlord to tend to his
wounds. He knew, however, that to avoid
escaping too early and being picked up by
his enemies from Earth, he would have to
release the pod at just the right moment. He
felt that it was coming soon.
Around the pod, more and more chunks of
the Venus IIĐŽůůĂƉƐĞĚ͕ƐƉůŝƫŶŐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞ
stress of the fractures that had been created
by the internal damage of the explosions. The
hole that had been torn in the hull was now
ƌĞƉůŝĐĂƟŶŐĂůůŽǀĞƌƚŚĞĂŶĐŝĞŶƚƐŚŝƉ͘dŚĞůŽƐƐ
of life was insurmountable and disturbing.
EŽƚĂůůŽĨƚŚĞƌĞďĞůƐŚĂĚďĞĞŶůƵĐŬǇĞŶŽƵŐŚƚŽ
escape, something the Doctor had promised
they would succeed in doing. The majority
ŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ ǁĞƌĞ ĂŵŽŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƚŽ ďĞ ƉŝĐŬĞĚ
up by the salvage ship, warning that those
who followed were Stratos’ personal army,
ŇĞĞŝŶŐ ůŝŬĞ ŇŝĞƐ ĨƌŽŵ Ă ĐĂƌĐĂƐƐ͘  dŚĞ ƌĞďĞůƐ
watched from a safe distance as the Venus II,
a ship that set sail on a mission of peace and
prosperity that had become one of war and
death, in a blaze of fury, perished for good.
^ƚƌĂƚŽƐŇŝĐŬĞĚƚŚĞũĞƫƐŽŶƐǁŝƚĐŚĂƐƐŽŽŶĂƐ
ŚĞĨĞůƚƚŚĞĨŽƌĐĞŽĨƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƐŚŽĐŬǁĂǀĞ͘dŚĞ
sound was like that of an atom bomb and it
deafened the lone survivor. He had found
ŶŽƟŵĞƚŽƐĞĐƵƌĞŚŝŵƐĞůĨŝŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŐƌĞǇ
seats that sat to the side of the pod. The
pod was roughly the size of a cupboard and
ǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞŽŶůǇĮƩĞĚƚǁŽƉĞŽƉůĞďƵƚǁŝƚŚ
the extra room available, Stratos’ tormented
frame was thrown to the far side of the
pod, screaming as the gravity created by

- 57 -

the shockwaves crushed him. Before long,
Stratos closed his eyes, giving in to the bliss
of unconsciousness. His body was broken
and had no feeling below his waist. Only
ǁŝůůƉŽǁĞƌŚĂĚďƌŽƵŐŚƚŚŝŵŽƵƚŽĨŚŝƐĚĞƐƟŶǇ
ŽĨĮƌĞ͘,ĞŚĂĚĐŚĞĂƚĞĚĚĞĂƚŚ͘/ƚǁĂƐƵƉƚŽ
the pod now to carry his nearly lifeless form
to safety.

,ŝƐŶĂŵĞŚĂĚďĞƚƌĂǇĞĚŚŝƐĂĐƟŽŶƐ͘,ĞǁĂƐŶ͛ƚ
a Doctor; he was a bringer of death.

Debris began to shower the Earth, falling
ŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ ŝƐŽůĂƟŶŐ ĚĞƐŽůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ŶƚĂƌĐƟĐĂ͘
Only a few colonies were brave enough to
set up home on such an uninhabitable plain.
It was here that the pod carrying Stratos, was
slowly heading for. The rest of the debris
As his eyes closed, a mirage of thoughts would break up in the atmosphere. The
ŇŽǁĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŚŝƐŵŝŶĚ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽƉŽŝŶƚ capsule however, temporary home to one of
ĂŶƐǁĞƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ ŶŽǁ͕ ũƵƐƚ the worst war criminals in history, was on its
let go. Give in to the embrace of sleep and ĮŶĂůũŽƵƌŶĞǇ͘
worry about it later.
With no more shockwaves to hold him
The pod tore away along with the rest of against the wall, Stratos’ unconscious body
ƚŚĞĚĞďƌŝƐƚŚĂƚŽŶĐĞĨŽƌŵĞĚƚŚĞŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚ ĐƌƵŵƉůĞĚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŇŽŽƌ͘  /ƚ ĨĞůů ůŝŬĞ Ă ƌĂŐĚŽůů
form of the Venus II. Since its rockets were and it was hard to believe that this bloody,
ŶŽ ůŽŶŐĞƌ ĮƌŝŶŐ͕ ŝƚ ĐŽƵůĚ ďĞ ĞĂƐŝůǇ ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞŶ sickening mess was once that of a strong,
for a spare part, a piece of a puzzle that was evil megalomaniac. His ego would not allow
ƚŽƌŶĂǁĂǇĨƌŽŵŝƚƐďŽĚǇĂŶĚŶŽǁůŝƩĞƌĞĚƚŚĞ anybody to see him in this shape. He was
ďůĂĐŬ͕ ĞŵƉƚǇ ƐƉĂĐĞ ĂďŽǀĞ ĂƌƚŚ͘  dŚĞ ĮŶĂů ĂůŽŶĞ͕ǁŽƵŶĚĞĚĂůŵŽƐƚďĞǇŽŶĚƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ͕
explosion had been impressive with the look ďƵƚ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ŶŽƚ ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ͘  EŽ ŵĂƩĞƌ ŚŽǁ
ŽĨĂŚƵŐĞĮƌĞǁŽƌŬ͘ĂƌƚŚǁĂƐƐĂĨĞǇĞƚĂŐĂŝŶ͕ badly injured he was, he would rebuild, grow
thanks to the strange old man and his friends. stronger than he was before and live to serve
his one purpose, his only calling in life.
The one with the blue box had come and gone
ĂŶĚďƌŽƵŐŚƚǁŝƚŚŚŝŵĂǁŽƌůĚŽĨĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘ To kill the Doctor. c

Review

of such depth with Doctor Who stars so we
are lucky to have the Mythmakers. Sat in
his own home, Pertwee looks relaxed and
ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ ĂŶĚ EŝĐŬƌŝŐŐƐ ƌĞĂůůǇ ĚŽĞƐ ŐĞƚ
the best out of his interviewee as Jon looks
back on his career as a whole, covering
Reviewed by Ian Wheeler Doctor Who of course and many other things
such as tŚŽĚƵŶŶŝƚ͍ (see more on that show
dŚŝƐsŝƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŝŶĂƐĞƌŝĞƐŽĨĐŽŵƉŝůĂƟŽŶƐ ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞŝŶƚŚŝƐŝƐƐƵĞ͊ͿtĂƚĐŚŽƵƚĨŽƌ:ŽŶ
of interviews previously released as part re-arranging an adjustable sculpture which
of the ‘Mythmakers’ range. For those ŚĞŬĞĞƉƐŝŶŚŝƐůŝǀŝŶŐƌŽŽŵʹĂůůƌĂƚŚĞƌďŝǌĂƌƌĞ
unfamiliar with the range, Mythmakers ďƵƚǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚĨƵŶ͊
ďĞŐĂŶŝŶƚŚĞϭϵϴϬƐĂŶĚƐƟůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐƚŽĚĂǇ͘
ƚ ĮƌƐƚ ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ ŽŶ s,^͕ ĂŶĚ ŶŽǁ ŽŶ s͕ Katy Manning is a larger than life character as
ĞĂĐŚ ƟƚůĞ ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐ ŽĨ ĂŶ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ ǁŝƚŚ anyone who has met her will know. Here we
someone heavily involved in Doctor Who see not only the loud, outgoing Katy but the
ʹ ŽŌĞŶ Ă ŽĐƚŽƌ͕ ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ Žƌ ŵĞŵďĞƌ ŽĨ poignant aspect of her personality as well
ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ ƚĞĂŵ͘  dŚĞ ƐĞƌŝĞƐ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ĂƐƐŚĞůŽŽŬƐďĂĐŬǁŝƚŚĂīĞĐƟŽŶŽŶŚĞƌƟŵĞ
produced since it began by Keith Barnfather ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ :ŽŶ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƐƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ hE/d
and most of them have been presented by ƚĞĂŵ͘dŚĞŝŶŝƟĂůƐĐĞŶĞƐ͕ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚŽŶƚŚĞƐĞƚ
EŝĐŚŽůĂƐƌŝŐŐƐ͕ŶŽǁĨĂŵŽƵƐĂƐƚŚĞǀŽŝĐĞŽĨ of Doctor Who ƐƉŝŶͲŽī ǀŝĚĞŽ Lust in Space,
the Daleks and other Doctor Who monsters.
don’t really gel in my opinion, due to the
ƐĞƫŶŐ͛ƐůĂĐŬŽĨĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞWĞƌƚǁĞĞ
This release is dedicated to the Jon Pertwee era and the fact that the set, as shot here,
years and features interviews with Pertwee ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƌĞĂůůǇůŽŽŬǀĞƌǇŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ͘ƵƚůĂƚĞƌ
ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƐƚ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐ ʹ <ĂƚǇ segments of the DVD shot in more neutral
Manning (Jo Grant), Caroline John (Liz surroundings, such as Katy sat in a chair in a
^ŚĂǁͿ͕ EŝĐŚŽůĂƐ ŽƵƌƚŶĞǇ ;ƚŚĞ ƌŝŐĂĚŝĞƌͿ͕ ĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐƌŽŽŵ͕ŵĂŬĞĨŽƌďĞƩĞƌǀŝĞǁŝŶŐ͘
Richard Franklin (Captain Mike Yates) and
John Leeson (Sgt Benton). The late Lis dŚĞ ĂƌŽůŝŶĞ :ŽŚŶ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ ƐƵīĞƌƐ Ă ůŝƩůĞ
Sladen is sadly absent because she never because as she freely admits, she doesn’t
did a Mythmakers. This DVD is most likely ƌĞĂůůǇ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ƚŚĞ ĮůŵŝŶŐ ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ ƚŚĂƚ
to appeal to those fans who did not collect EŝĐŬ ƌŝŐŐƐ ƚĂŬĞƐ ŚĞƌ ƚŽ͘  Ƶƚ ŚĞƌ ůĂĐŬ ŽĨ
ƚŚĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůƟƚůĞƐĂƐŝƚǁŝůůĂůůďĞŶĞǁƚŽƚŚĞŵ͕ ƌĞĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶďĞĐŽŵĞƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐŽĨĂƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ
but I suspect other fans may be keen to have joke so there is never any awkwardness. The
them all in one handy set.
ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌĚƵƌŝŶŐĮůŵŝŶŐŽŶƚŚŝƐŽŶĞǁĂƐĐůĞĂƌůǇ
ĂƐ ƵŶƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĂďůĞ ĂƐ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ĮůŵŝŶŐ ŽĨ
dŚĞĮƌƐƚsďĞŐŝŶƐǁŝƚŚĂŶĞǁŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ Doctor Who stories such as The Claws of Axos
ďǇ <ĞŝƚŚ ĂƌŶĨĂƚŚĞƌ ĂŶĚ EŝĐŬ ƌŝŐŐƐ͕ ĂŶĚ and The Curse of Fenric, as it starts raining
it really is nice to see them reminisce with Ăƚ ŽŶĞ ƉŽŝŶƚ͕ ďƵƚ ĂƌŽůŝŶĞ ƐƟůů ŵĂŶĂŐĞƐ ƚŽ
ƐƵĐŚ ĨŽŶĚŶĞƐƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƟŵĞ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ give an interview that is both entertaining
the Mythmakers. It’s a warm and good- ĂŶĚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ͘/ƚŝƐƋƵŝƚĞĐůĞĂƌƚŚĂƚĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ
ŚƵŵŽƵƌĞĚ ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŐĞƚƐ ƚŚĞ ǁŚŽůĞ being on Doctor Who for only one year and
ƚŚŝŶŐŽīƚŽĂŐŽŽĚƐƚĂƌƚ͘
then being replaced by Katy Manning who
came in as Jo Grant, Caroline was very proud
dŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ĂŶĚ ďĞƐƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ͕ ŶŽƚ of the work that she did on the show and
surprisingly, is that with Jon Pertwee himself. clearly had absolutely no regrets.
It really is rather wonderful to see him on the
screen looking larger than life all these years dŚĞ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ ǁŝƚŚ EŝĐŚŽůĂƐ ŽƵƌƚŶĞǇ ŝƐ Ă
ĂŌĞƌŚŝƐ͕ĚĞĂƚŚĂŶĚƚŚŝƐŝƐĂǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůƌĞĐŽƌĚ harder watch from my point of view because
of his career. As Keith points out in the he’s the only one on this set whom I knew
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ ŵĂŶǇ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ Ă ůŝƩůĞ͕ ĂƐ EŝĐŬ ǁĂƐ ,ŽŶŽƌĂƌǇ WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ŽĨ
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DWAS when I was Coordinator. So I did feel
ĂůŝƩůĞƐĂĚǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐƚŚŝƐĂŶĚďĞŝŶŐƌĞŵŝŶĚĞĚ
of what a nice man he was. But the sadness
didn’t last long; this is a very relaxed
ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĂŶĚŝƚ͛ƐĐůĞĂƌƚŚĂƚ͚dŚĞdǁŽEŝĐŬƐ͛
ʹƌŝŐŐƐĂŶĚŽƵƌƚŶĞǇʹĂƌĞǀĞƌǇĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ
ǁŝƚŚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌ͘EŝĐŬŽƵƌƚŶĞǇŚĂĚĂƵŶŝƋƵĞ
overview of the original series because he
worked with so many Doctors, so it’s lovely to
ŐĞƚŚŝƐƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞŽŶǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŽŶƚŚĞƐĞƌŝĞƐ
ŽǀĞƌƐŽŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐ͘/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐůǇ͕ŝƚƐŽƵŶĚƐ
ĂƐ ƚŚŽƵŐŚ EŝĐŬ ĂŶĚ Dƌ WĞƌƚǁĞĞ ƚŽŽŬ ƋƵŝƚĞ
a few weeks working together to build up a
mutual trust but when they did they became
ƚŚĞƵůƟŵĂƚĞƚĞĂŵ͘

evidence on this Mythmakers interview,
it’s clear that he’s a very sincere and likable
guy. He talks very openly about his low selfesteem and how he wondered whether he’d
be able to cope with being the star of the
show when he was the main character in
ƚŚĞĞŶƚŽŶͲĨŽĐƵƐĞĚƐƉŝŶͲŽīƐƚŽƌǇ͕tĂƌƟŵĞ.
Doctor Who is clearly an important part of
ŚŝƐĐĂƌĞĞƌ͕ďƵƚŝƚ͛ƐĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐƚŽůĞĂƌŶĂďŽƵƚ
just how varied his life has been, everything
from measuring Telly Savalas up for a suit to
working as a bingo caller on a cruise ship.
The only weak point of this interview is that
ƚŚĞŵĂŝŶůŽĐĂƟŽŶʹ:ŽŚŶĂŶĚEŝĐŬƌŝŐŐƐƐĂƚ
ŽŶĂƚƌĞĞͲŝƐŶ͛ƚƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇŝŶƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ͘

The Richard Franklin interview is one of
my favourites because it has such lovely
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ Ͳ ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ͛Ɛ ŽǁŶ ŚŽƵƐĞ ;ĐŽŶǀĞƌƚĞĚ͕
with great taste, from an old chapel) and
the surrounding countryside. Richard is an
ĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞ ĂŶĚ ŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶƚ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĞ ĂŶĚ
talks with fondness about his involvement
with Doctor Who, including later projects
such as The Five Doctors and Dimensions in
Time.

Overall, these interviews really do reinforce
the view that Doctor Who during the 1970s
was a fun programme to work on and
really did have a ‘family’ atmosphere. The
ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐĂƌĞĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐƌĞŵŝŶĚĞƌƐŽĨŐƌĞĂƚ
performers, some of whom are sadly no
longer with us. Well worth checking out. c

:ŽŚŶ >ĞǀĞŶĞ ŝƐ ŽŌĞŶ ƐĂŝĚ ďǇ ƐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ďĞ
Ă ůŝƩůĞ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĞĐĐĞŶƚƌŝĐ ƐŝĚĞ ďƵƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ

The Doctors:
The Jon Pertwee Years
is published by Koch
Media, and is available
from Amazon
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Feature

THE NEW
$'9(1785(5
By Nick Mellish

EŝŐŚƚƐŚĂĚĞ͕ďǇDĂƌŬ'ĂƟƐƐ

debut novel (if that is indeed the case, then
it’s sort of sweet in a strange way).
'ĂƟƐƐ͛Ɛ ůŽǀĞ ŽĨ ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ ĂŶĚ ŚŽƌƌŽƌ ĂƐ ǁĞůů
as archive television are there for all to see,
too, with some nicely grotesque insects and
collapsing corpses mixed with an actor who
starred in what is to all intents and purposes
Quatermass͘  EŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ ĚĞƚƌĂĐƚƐ ĨƌŽŵ ŝƚ
being a damn good read though.

dŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĂƌƟĐůĞĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐƐƉŽŝůĞƌƐĨŽƌƚŚĞ
books.
Of all the stories in this range so far, it’s the
one which best marries the old and a new
/ ŚĂǀĞ ƐĂŝĚ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ ĂƌƟĐůĞ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƚ ŝƐ ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘dŝŵĞǁǇƌŵ͗ZĞǀĞůĂƟŽŶshowed us
almost impossible to come into this range a more conceptual take on the Doctor as a
of novels now completely spoiler-free or character; Cat’s Cradle: Warhead gave us a
unaware of certain things. Unless you live ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůDĐŽǇƚĂůĞǁŝƚŚĨƵƚƵƌŝƐƟĐŝŶƚĞŶƚ͖
in a complete bubble, you will recognise and Cat’s Cradle: Time’s Crucible pushed
certain writers or names of stories will ring us into the realm of the show’s mythology,
faint bells.
ƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇ ƌĞŝŶǀĞŶƟŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ
it.
Step forward Nightshade ďǇ DĂƌŬ 'ĂƟƐƐ͘  /
had heard good things about this book from This is the child of all three. The story has
ŵĂŶǇƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐĂŶĚ/ŬŶŽǁǁŚŽDĂƌŬ'ĂƟƐƐ ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ ǁƌŝƩĞŶ ŝŶ ŝƚƐ ďĂƌŬ ůŝŬĞ ŶŽƚĐŚĞƐ
is from his work in The League of Gentlemen etched into a tree, but the Doctor and Ace
ĂŶĚůĂƩĞƌůǇŝŶNebulous and Sherlock.
ĨĞĞůĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚǁŝƚŚŵŽƌĞŐƌĂǀŝƚǇƚŚĂŶƚŚĞǇŚĂĚ
ŽŶƐĐƌĞĞŶ͘dŚĞŽĐƚŽƌŝŶƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌŝƐŝŶĂƉŝŐ
Oh, and Doctor Who, of course.
ŽĨĂŵŽŽĚ͕ƐŚŽƵƟŶŐĂŶĚƐŶĂƉƉŝŶŐĂƚĐĞĨŽƌ
no good reason, moping around the TARDIS
ƚ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ ďŽŽŬ ďĞŝŶŐ ƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ like a sullen child, and considering giving it
would not have been the case, as fame was all up for a quiet life. It’s alarming to see him
ƐƟůů ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĚŝƐƚĂŶƚ ĨƵƚƵƌĞ ĨŽƌ Śŝŵ͘  /Ŷ ŵĂŶǇ ŝŶƐƵĐŚĂĚĞƐƉŽŶĚĞŶƚĂŶĚŝŶƚƌŽƐƉĞĐƟǀĞƐƚĂƚĞ͕
ways, I would have far preferred this to be and more worryingly the novel ends without
the case for me heading into the novel, as ƚŚŝƐďĞŝŶŐƌĞƐŽůǀĞĚ͘/ƐƚŚŝƐƚŚĞŶĞǁĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ
ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ ďŽƚŚ ǁŚŽ 'ĂƟƐƐ ŝƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ for the character now: slightly unlikeable and
book is meant to be good comes with its own brooding?
ƐĞƚ ŽĨ ƉƌĞĐŽŶĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͗ ǁŝůů ŝƚ ůŝǀĞ ƵƉ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ
ǁĞŝŐŚƚ ŽĨ ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ǁŝůů / ďĞ ĂďůĞ ƚŽ I’m hoping not as it makes it hard to warm
ĚĞƚĞĐƚ ƚŚĞ ĮŶŐĞƌƉƌŝŶƚƐ ŽĨ ĂŶ ĂƵƚŚŽƌ ǁŚŽƐĞ ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ Ăƚ ƟŵĞƐ͕ ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ
work I am in part familiar with?
very end where he robs Ace of the farewell
she craves, taking her away from a man she
dŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌƚŽďŽƚŚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐŝƐǇĞƐ͕ƚŚŽƵŐŚ has the hots for, for reasons as yet unknown.
to varying degrees.
It’s a truly shocking and ugly moment that
surely has repercussions to come.
ZĞĂĚŝŶŐŝƚŶŽǁ͕ǇŽƵŶŽƟĐĞŶŽĚƐƚŚĂƚǁŽƵůĚ
never have stood out way back when, such There is also a startling moment where
as all of his League of Gentlemen cohorts the Doctor all but gives up and decides he
ŐĞƫŶŐ ŶĂŵĞͲĐŚĞĐŬĞĚ ĂůŽŶŐ ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ ĂŶĚ ĐĂŶŶŽƚ ƉŽƐƐŝďůǇ ĚĞĨĞĂƚ ƚŚŝƐ ůĂƚĞƐƚ ĨŽĞ ƵŶƟů
ŵĞŶƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ ďŽƚŚ ͞/ŶǀĂĚĞƌƐ ĨƌŽŵ DĂƌƐ͟ Ace proves that she is able to face it down.
and “Phantasmagoria” making you wonder It’s a two-edged sword in many ways. On the
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ'ĂƟƐƐƉƵƌƉŽƐĞĨƵůůǇƚŽŽŬƚŚĞŶĂŵĞƐ one hand, it shows us the resourcefulness
of his two Big Finish scripts from this, his and intelligence of Ace as well as her
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touching faith in the Doctor and their close
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ͗ ƐŚĞ ĂůŽŶĞ ĐĂŶ ŐŝǀĞ Śŝŵ ŚŽƉĞ͕
and she knows that he is the only one who
can save them all. On the other, it’s a dark
moment where the Doctor sees her able
ƚŽ ĚĞĨĞĂƚ ƚŚĞ ĂŶƚĂŐŽŶŝƐƟĐ ^ĞŶƟĞŶĐĞ ĂŶĚ
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇƚŚŝŶŬƐ͞tĞůů͕ŝĨĂŵĞƌĞŚƵŵĂŶĐĂŶ
do this, so can I.” (That is never explicitly said,
but it’s there to be inferred.)

It’s an odd one, make no mistake.

Back to Nightshade ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƟŵĞƐ
ǁŚĞŶ ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ ƉĂƌƚƐ ĂƌĞ ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ ŽǀĞƌǁƌŝƩĞŶ
perhaps, the pacing is rather slow to start
with and certainly in the middle, and the very
ƐƚĂƌƚŽŶ'ĂůůŝĨƌĞǇƐƟĐŬƐŽƵƚůŝŬĞĂƐŽƌĞƚŚƵŵď
as it never works its way into the rest of the
ŶŽǀĞů͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƐĞĨĞĞůƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇŵŝŶŽƌƉŽŝŶƚƐ͘
It’s not a perfect book by any means, but it’s
dŚĞ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ ĂƌĞ Ă ƐƚƌŽŶŐ an enjoyable one and I can see why it created
bunch, though most of them never really ƌŝƉƉůĞƐǁŚĞŶŝƚǁĂƐĮƌƐƚƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ͘
fully develop: you’ve the racist, the old man,
the student, the lovers, and so on. It gives It ends with Ace desperate and upset, the
the story some colour though and for such a ŽĐƚŽƌĂƚŚŝƐŵŽƐƚŵĂŶŝƉƵůĂƟǀĞĂŶĚƌĞŵŽƚĞ͕
ůĂƌŐĞĐĂƐƚ͕'ĂƟƐƐŐŝǀĞƐƚŚĞŵĂůůĂĨĂŝƌƐŚĂƌĞŽĨ and a new TARDIS console room made of
ĂŝƌƟŵĞǁŝƚŚŽƵƚŝƚĞǀĞƌĨĞĞůŝŶŐŽǀĞƌĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ͘ stone (which is nice). Perhaps these novels
ĂƌĞ ĮŶĂůůǇ ĮŶĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĨĞĞƚ ĂŶĚ ŶŽƚ ƐƟůů
One of the more notable aspects of the tale ƉƵƫŶŐŽƵƚƚĞŶƚĂƟǀĞĨĞĞůĞƌƐƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐǁŚĞƌĞ
is the use of Susan throughout, especially hot ƚŽ ŐŽ ŶĞǆƚ͘  / ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ ŚŽƉĞ ƐŽ ĂŶĚ / ĮŶĚ
on the heels of the hints in Time’s Crucible myself keen to see what happens next. c
ƚŚĂƚ dŝŵĞ >ŽƌĚƐ ĂŶĚ ďŝŽůŽŐŝĐĂů ŽīƐƉƌŝŶŐ
ĂƌĞ ŶŽƚ ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ ĞĂƐǇ ďĞĚĨĞůůŽǁƐ͘  'ĂƟƐƐ
uses Susan as a lynchpin for the Doctor’s
ŝŶƚƌŽƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ƌĞŐƌĞƚͲůĂĚĞŶ ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƚǇ͘
^ŚĞ ƐǇŵďŽůŝƐĞƐ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ ŵŝƐƐĞĚ͕ ŚĂƌĚ
decisions made, and longing for a simpler
ƟŵĞ͘
Susan has always been a bit of a sore point
ĨŽƌƚŚĞƐŚŽǁŝŶŵĂŶǇǁĂǇƐ͕ĂůůďƵƚĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶ
by the series itself. In many ways this makes
sense: does any casual viewer of the show,
ŽƌŽŶĞǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐĂŶĞƉŝƐŽĚĞĨŽƌƚŚĞǀĞƌǇĮƌƐƚ
ƟŵĞŝŶ͕ƐĂǇ͕ϭϵϴϴƌĞĂůůǇĐĂƌĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĨĂƚĞŽĨ
a companion from the early 1960s?
EŽ͘EŽ͕ƚŚĞǇĚŽŶŽƚ͘
It would have been pure fan service and
nothing more to return to her once so much
ƟŵĞ ŚĂĚ ƉĂƐƐĞĚ ;ĞǀĞŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ŶĂǀĂůͲ
ŐĂǌŝŶŐ ƟŵĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ůĂƚĞ ϭϵϴϬƐͿ͕ ĂŶĚ ƐĞĞŝŶŐ
ĂƐ ƚŚĞƐĞ ŶŽǀĞůƐ ĂƌĞ ĨŽƌ ĨĂŶƐ ĂůŽŶĞ͙ǁĞůů͕ /
can see why the series is trying to address
the issue now: because it is an issue. His
ŽǁŶ ŇĞƐŚ ĂŶĚ ďůŽŽĚ ;ŵĂǇďĞͿ͕ ĂďĂŶĚŽŶĞĚ
ĂůďĞŝƚ ǁŝƚŚ ŐŽŽĚ ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ŶĞǀĞƌ ƐĞĞŶ
again (besides The Five Doctors and nobody
seems to react at all to their reunion when
it occurs).
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Do you remember your first time?

-RKQ'DYLHV
dŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƚĞůĞǀŝƐĞĚ ŽĐƚŽƌ tŚŽ ƐƚŽƌǇ / dŚĞĮƌƐƚĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ/ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚǁĂƐ͙
watched was…
dŚĞŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐĂƌĞŇŽŽĚŝŶŐďĂĐŬŚĞƌĞʹƚŚĂŶŬ
dƌŝĐŬǇŽŶĞ͊/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐFull Circle ǇŽƵ͊dŚŝƐǁĂƐĂŶĞǀĞŶƚdŚĞ^ŚĞĸĞůĚ^ƉĂĐĞ
on a portable while on holiday with my ĞŶƚƌĞ ŚĞůĚ Ăƚ ^ŚĞĸĞůĚ ,ĂůůĂŵ hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͘
parents; however, I have clear memories / ǁĂƐ ƐƟůů Ăƚ hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕ ƐŽ ǇŽƵ ĐĂŶ ŝŵĂŐŝŶĞ
ŽĨ ƚŚĞ EŝŵŽŶ͕ ^ĂƌĂŚ͛Ɛ ĨĂĐĞ ĨĂůůŝŶŐ Žī in The ŝƚ ǁĂƐ Ă ĨĂŝƌ ĨĞǁ ǇĞĂƌƐ ĂŐŽ͊  / ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ
Android Invasion and Kroll looming over his ƐĞĞŝŶŐ DĂƌǇ dĂŵŵ͕ :ŽŚŶ EĂƚŚĂŶͲdƵƌŶĞƌ͕
swamp. The show’s been a part of my life ^ŽƉŚŝĞůĚƌĞĚ͕EŝĐŽůĂƌǇĂŶƚĂŶĚDĂƌŬǇƌĞƐ
from Day One so I really can’t say for sure. ƚŚĞƌĞ͘/ƚǁĂƐĂĨƵŶĚĂǇ͊/ǁĂƐĂƐŶĞƌǀŽƵƐĂƐ
^ŽƌƌǇ͊
anything, but I really would not have missed
it for the world.
dŚĞĮƌƐƚdĂƌŐĞƚŶŽǀĞů/ďŽƵŐŚƚǁĂƐ͙
dŚĞĮƌƐƚŽĐƚŽƌtŚŽǀŝĚĞŽ/ďŽƵŐŚƚǁĂƐ͙
Ah, this one’s easier. It was The Planet of
the Daleks. I bought it from the local library The Seeds of Death͊  tĞůů͕ ŝƚ ŚĂĚ ƚŽ ďĞ Ă
when they were having a clear out.
Troughton, didn’t it? Videos were extremely
ĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞǇ ĮƌƐƚ ĐĂŵĞ ŽƵƚ ƐŽ ƚŚŝƐ
dŚĞĮƌƐƚĨĂŶůĞƩĞƌ/ƐĞŶƚǁĂƐ͙
wasn’t something I rushed out to buy. My
parents and I used to go walking over the
Another easier one. Thanks to Mrs Crawley Moors at the weekend, and to encourage
ĂƚƐĐŚŽŽů͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞŐŝǀĞŶƚŚĞƚĂƐŬŽĨǁƌŝƟŶŐ me, my dad sponsored me 10p a mile. I
to someone we admired. I wrote to Tom ǁĂůŬĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƐĂǀĞĚ͕ ƐĂǀĞĚ ĂŶĚ ǁĂůŬĞĚ͙ĂŶĚ͕
ĂŬĞƌʹĂŶĚŚĞƌĞƉůŝĞĚ͘dŚĂƚƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĂŚŽďďǇ eventually, I had enough money to buy
ƚŚĂƚůĂƐƚĞĚĨŽƌǇĞĂƌƐ͊
ƚŚĂƚ ĮƌƐƚ s,^͘  / ƐƟůů ŚĂǀĞ ŝƚ͕ ƚƵĐŬĞĚ ĂǁĂǇ
ƐŽŵĞǁŚĞƌĞ͘/ƚǁĞŝŐŚƐĂďƌŝĐŬ͊c

Review

/ ŬŶŽǁ ƚŚŝƐ ƟƚůĞ ǁŽŶ͛ƚ ďĞ ĨŽƌ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ ďƵƚ
ĨŽƌ ŵĞ ŝƚ ǁŽƌŬƐ ŽŶ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ůĞǀĞůƐ͗ ĮƌƐƚůǇ
as a parent, and secondly as a collector of
children’s books. There is a real quirkiness to
Review by Grant Bull this book, it’s good fun and fun should always
be encouraged in my opinion. It’s also an
/ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇƚƵƌŶĞĚƚŚŝƌƚǇͲĮǀĞĂŶĚ͕ĂƐ/͛ŵƐƵƌĞ ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚŐŝŌƚŽďƵǇĂǇŽƵŶŐĐŚŝůĚ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ
ĂůŽƚŽĨƚŚŝƌƚǇͲĮǀĞͲǇĞĂƌͲŽůĚƐĚŝĚ͕/ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂ those who don’t come from a Who-loving
family. Brainwash them while you can, it’s
copy of BBC Books’ T is for TARDIS...
ĂůǁĂǇƐƐĞƌǀĞĚŵĞǁĞůůĂƐĂƉĂƌĞŶƟŶŐƐƚǇůĞ͊
This book is as it sounds: an ABC of Doctor
Who, charmingly illustrated by Adam I guess my only gripe would be that the
,ŽǁůŝŶŐ͘  dŚĞ ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ͚ƉŽƉ Ăƌƚ͛ pages aren’t made of card like other
quality to them and really make the book. ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ ďŽŽŬƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌŬĞƚ͘  hůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ
dŚĞ ƐŝŵƉůŝƐƟĐ ůĂǇŽƵƚ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĚĞƐŝŐŶ ĂŶĚ I want to be able to share this book with my
youngest child and the decision to print on
ĐŚŽŝĐĞŽĨĐŽůŽƵƌƉĂůĞƩĞ͕ĂĚĚƚŽƚŚĞĐŚĂƌŵ͘
paper doesn’t allow for a more ‘hands on’
dŚĞ ĐŚŽŝĐĞ ƚŽ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ ĞĂĐŚ ůĞƩĞƌ ŝƐŶ͛ƚ ƐƚŽƌǇƟŵĞ͘dŚĂƚƐĂŝĚ͕/͛ŵŚŽƉŝŶŐƚŚĞůŝŶĞǁŝůů
always the obvious one and there are some ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶƚŽŽƚŚĞƌƟƚůĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐĂŶĚ
nice inclusions from the past such as Brigadier colours.
>ĞƚŚďƌŝĚŐĞͲ^ƚĞǁĂƌƚ ĨŽƌ ͚h ŝƐ ĨŽƌ hE/d͛ ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞ zĞƟ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ůĞƩĞƌ ͚z͛ ƚŽ ŶĂŵĞ Ă ĐŽƵƉůĞ͘ Altogether now: “A is for Adipose”... c
Of course, ‘D is for Doctor’ but Davros pops
up here too, always one to try and steal his
ŶĞŵĞƐŝƐ͛ůŝŵĞůŝŐŚƚ͊
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'T is for TARDIS' is available from all good book sellers
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of becoming a member of Gallifrey Base
Žƌ ǁƌŝƟŶŐ ĂŶ ĂƌƟĐůĞ ĨŽƌ Ă ĨĂŶǌŝŶĞ͘  /Ŷ ĨĂĐƚ͕
such people might actually consider such
behaviour to be rather odd.

If you think about it, this Other Fandom is
actually much larger than our own. It has
to be. Doctor Who is watched by millions
of viewers and the DVDs and books sell in
their thousands. What we contribute to the
wellbeing of Doctor Who is very important
and our enthusiasm helps keeps the show
in the public eye. But we are much smaller
in number than those other, more general
fans. Frankly, the programme could survive
without us. Mass appeal shows like Casualty,
Eastenders and ŽƌŽŶĂƟŽŶ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ all thrive
In many ways, this cheered me up no end without the kind of obsessive fans that sciďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŝƚ ƟĐŬůĞĚ ŵĞ ƚŚĂƚ Ă ƚŚŝƌƚǇ ǇĞĂƌ ŽůĚ Į ĨĂƌĞ ůŝŬĞ Doctor Who has. It is the Other
episode of Doctor Who (which, if we’re Fandom which is much more vital to the
honest, is considered by many fans not to be long-term survival of the show.
ƚŚĞďĞƐƚƐƚŽƌǇŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚĞǀĞƌͿŝƐƐƟůůďĞŝŶŐ
watched and enjoyed in the modern age, Doctor Who’s fortunes started to slide when
on state of the art televisions which are far ϴϬƐ ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌ :ŽŚŶ EĂƚŚĂŶͲdƵƌŶĞƌ ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ
superior to anything that was around at the ŐĞƫŶŐǀĞƌǇĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇǁŝƚŚĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƐĞĐƟŽŶƐŽĨ
ƟŵĞƚŚĞĞƉŝƐŽĚĞǁĂƐŵĂĚĞ͘
the fan community and began making the
show to please them by bringing back old
It also surprised me, because I’ve always enemies etc. Russell T Davies and Steven
assumed that there aren’t that many Doctor DŽīĂƚ ŚĂǀĞ ŶŽƚ ŵĂĚĞ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞ͘
WhoĨĂŶƐŝŶŵǇŚŽŵĞƚŽǁŶĂƐĂŶǇĂƩĞŵƉƚƐ Both have aimed the show at a much wider
I’ve made to contact any such fans (such as audience. They have not been afraid to
going on the local radio to drum up interest annoy the fans (e.g. by not bringing back all
in a possible local group) have always met ƚŚĞ ŽůĚ ŽĐƚŽƌƐ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĮŌŝĞƚŚ ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇͿ
with failure.
and this has helped make the modern show
a success.
Then it struck me. There are Doctor Who
fans in my town but they don’t belong to the In many ways, I guess I am part of the Other
fandom I know. What they belong to is ‘the Fandom of Star Trek. I love the programme
Other Fandom’.
ŝŶĂůůŝƚƐŝŶĐĂƌŶĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚŚĂǀĞŐƌŽǁŶƵƉǁŝƚŚ
it but I am not a contributor to any Star Trek
What is this ‘Other Fandom’? Well, the main, message boards and I don’t speak a word of
established fandom is us. The people who Klingon.
ŐŽƚŽĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕ƉŽƐƚŽŶŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ
boards and edit and write for fanzines like ^Ž͕ŶĞǆƚƟŵĞǇŽƵŐŽƚŽĂƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐŽĨĂŶĞǁ
this one. Many of us (but by no means all) Doctor Who episode at your local cinema,
are old enough to have watched the original look around you. Look at the more general
ƐĞƌŝĞƐǁŚĞŶŝƚĮƌƐƚǁĞŶƚŽƵƚ͘
ĨĂŶƐ ǁŚŽ ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ůŝƩůĞ ǁŽƌůĚ ďƵƚ
who play a key role in keeping the show alive.
But there is also this Other Fandom of which Doctor Who is not ours alone. It belongs to
/ƐƉĞĂŬʹƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽǁĂƚĐŚĂŶĚĞŶũŽǇDoctor a much wider group of people. And that can
Who and collect the DVDs and some of the only be a very good thing. c
merchandise but who would never think

A few months ago, I was walking along a
street adjacent to the one where I live and
I happened to glance into a window and
saw what the resident was watching on TV.
EŽ͕/ǁĂƐŶ͛ƚďĞŝŶŐŶŽƐĞǇ͕ŝƚ͛ƐũƵƐƚƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞ
TV screens are so large these days you can
see them from the other side of the street
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ ǇŽƵ ǁĂŶƚ ƚŽ Žƌ ŶŽƚ͊  ŶĚ ŝƚ ũƵƐƚ
happened that this person was watching an
episode of The Trial of a Time Lord͊
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“Yes...the Doctor said if I saw it like you do...I
would be...moved.”
“What do you mean? We see it as it is.”

by Richard Wright
Missy stood at the open TARDIS doors, her
toes over the edge, staring out into the
vortex.
“Is she alright? Should I talk to her? Doctor?”
Bill waved a hand in front of the Doctor’s
eyes.

dŚĞŽĐƚŽƌǁĂƐƐŝƫŶŐŝŶŚŝƐƌŝĚŝĐƵůŽƵƐĐŚĂŝƌ͕
ƚŽŽĨĂƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĞdZ/^ĐŽŶƚƌŽůƐ͕ũƵƐƚƐŝƫŶŐʹ
ǁŚŝůƐƚEĂƌĚŽůĞĐŽĂǆĞĚĂŶĚŵƵŵďůĞĚ͕ĐŝƌĐůŝŶŐ
round and round the console looking for a
distress signal to begin Missy’s ‘test’.
“I thought you said she scares you?”
Bill did a face that was more expressive than
a shrug.
“Heights scare me, but I don’t live my life on
ƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚŇŽŽƌ͘͟ŶĚƐŚĞŵŽǀĞĚƚŽƐƚĂŶĚ
with Missy.
͞/ƐƚŚŝƐǁŝƐĞ͍zŽƵŬŶŽǁ/͘͘͘͟EĂƌĚŽůĞǁĂƐĂƚ
the Doctor’s ear with almost magical speed.
dŚĞŽĐƚŽƌũƵƐƚŚĞůĚƵƉŚŝƐŚĂŶĚĂŶĚEĂƌĚŽůĞ
fell silent.
It was just as River had said, you could see
by the Doctor’s face, that he was afraid, that
he never really knew what he was doing. It
ǁĂƐ ƉůĂŝŶ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ʹ ŝĨ ǇŽƵ ůŽǀĞĚ Śŝŵ ʹ ŚŽǁ
vulnerable and lost he was.
***
“Hello human person.” Missy did not look
ĂǁĂǇ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ƐǁŝƌůŝŶŐ ĐŚĂŽƐ ŽĨ ƟŵĞ ĂŶĚ
ƐƉĂĐĞ͘,ĞƌĞǇĞƐǁĞƌĞĮůŵĞĚǁŝƚŚƚĞĂƌƐ͖ƚŚĞǇ
seemed to bulge and glisten.
“It is awesome, like proper awesome,” said
Bill.
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͞EŽ ʹ ǇŽƵ ďƌŝŐŚƚ ƉƌŝŵĂƚĞ ʹ ƚŚĞ dZ/^ “A bit much was it dear? Try a more
translates. I heard you tell the Doctor ‘the ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶŝƐƟĐǀŝĞǁ͘͟
TARDIS lip-syncs Centurions’.”
ŝůůǁĂƐǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞǀŽƌƚĞǆ͕ďƵƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŝƚ
“You were nowhere near when I said that.”
was clockwork. The TARDIS was like a mote
of dust in fob watch or a mouse stuck inside
Missy smiled and her tears suddenly were Ă ŐƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌ ĐůŽĐŬ͘  /ƚ ǁĂƐ ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͘  /ƚ
ŵĂĚĞ ǇŽƵ ŝŶƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ͕ ďƵƚ ĨƌĞĞ ŝŶƐŝĚĞ ƚŚĞ
ice.
predictable.
“This view, like the Doctor’s view of ‘good’, is
not an absolute, let me show you the more ŌĞƌ Ă ǁŚŝůĞ ŝůů ƚƵƌŶĞĚ ďĂĐŬ ƚŽ DŝƐƐǇ͘
Missy appeared to be all T1000 (it’s from a
ĞŵŽƟŽŶĂůǀŝĞǁ͘͟
ŵŽǀŝĞͿ͕ƐŚĞǁĂƐůŝƋƵŝĚƐŝůǀĞƌʹĨĞŵŝŶŝŶĞƐŝůǀĞƌ͘
Bill found herself staring out into the vortex, ^ŽŵĞŚŽǁ ƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĂďůĞ͕ ĂǁĞƐŽŵĞůǇ ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů
ďƵƚŶŽǁŝƚǁĂƐĂƚƵŶŶĞůŽĨĐůŽƵĚƐĂŶĚůŝŐŚƟŶŐ͕ like, like Heather.
ƚŚĞŶ ƌŽƚĂƟŶŐ ĮƌĞ͕ ŝƚ ƐĞĞŵĞĚ ƵŶƌĞĂů ĞǆĐĞƉƚ
ŝůůŚĂĚĂůŵŽƐƚĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶĂďŽƵƚ,ĞĂƚŚĞƌ͕ŚĞƌ
the heat drove her back.
friend, her crush, the girl who wanted to
She turned to look at Missy, but saw a leave. The girl who joined with the alien oil.
demon. Inside the black clothes was a dark- The girl who had made Bill desire to explore
the Universe.
veined, yellow-eyed face of hate...
And then it was gone.
ŶĚ ŝůů ǁĂƐ ƐƚĂƌŝŶŐ ŝŶƚŽ DŝƐƐǇ͛Ɛ ƚĞĂƌͲĮůůĞĚ
eyes which, by contrast, seemed mild, sad,
and reassuring. Bill forced her hand to let
ŐŽ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ dZ/^ ĚŽŽƌ ĨƌĂŵĞ ʹ ƐŚĞ ĨĞůƚ ƚŚĞ
deep imprint of the trans-dimensional wood
ďƌƵŝƐĞĚŝŶƚŽŚĞƌŇĞƐŚ͘

“Snap out of it.” The Doctor was shaking her.
Slowly Bill focused on his old, paternal face.
“What did you do to her, Missy?”
“Showed her things as she would prefer to
see them...surely that is a good, kind, thing?”
c
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'2&725:+2
7$5',66(77285

ƚŚĞ DĂƩ ^ŵŝƚŚ ĂŶĚ WĞƚĞƌ ĂƉĂůĚŝ ĞƌĂƐͿ͘
We also took a look at the famous Ianto’s
Shrine, where fans can leave mementos and
memories of that most beloved of Torchwood
characters.

By Ian Wheeler

On the Sunday, we made our way to the
ŽĐƚŽƌ tŚŽ ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘  /ƚ ǁĂƐ ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ
/ĨƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŽŶĞĂŵďŝƟŽŶ/͛ĚĂůǁĂǇƐŚĂĚǁŚŝĐŚ to see the various versions of the console
I’d never been able to achieve, it was actually ĨƌŽŵĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĞƌĂƐŽĨƚŚĞƐŚŽǁĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƚŚĞ
to see where Doctor Who ŝƐ ŵĂĚĞ ʹ ƚŽ Doctors’ costumes and many, many props
step on to the TARDIS set and follow in the from the history of the programme, both
footsteps of the Doctor himself. I’d been in the classic series and the new version. A
TV studios before as I’d been lucky enough to ƐƚƵŶŶŝŶŐĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨDoctor Who items, as
be in the audience of some well-known quiz anyone who has visited will know.
ƐŚŽǁƐĂŶĚĐŽŵĞĚŝĞƐďƵƚǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞDoctor
WhoƐĞƚŚĂĚĞůƵĚĞĚŵĞʹƵŶƟůŶŽǁ͊
dŚĞŶ͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞŽīƚŽƚŚĞƐƚƵĚŝŽƐƚŽƐĞĞ
the TARDIS for real. To step on to that set,
Unlike my DWAS pals Allan and Erica who knowing that I was standing in the same place
ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇŬŶŽǁDĂƩ>ƵĐĂƐ;͊͊͊Ϳ͕/ǁĂƐƵŶůŝŬĞůǇ ǁŚĞƌĞ DĂƩ ^ŵŝƚŚ ĂŶĚ WĞƚĞƌ ĂƉĂůĚŝ ŚĂĚ
ƚŽ ĞǀĞƌ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ Ă s/W ŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶ ƚŽ ǀŝƐŝƚ ƚŚĞ stood (and David Tennant and John Hurt for
set. As luck would have it, however, the ƚŚĞ ĮŌŝĞƚŚ ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ ƐƉĞĐŝĂůͿ ǁĂƐ ƵƩĞƌůǇ
BBC have on occasion allowed fans to do magical. To be able to take a close-up look
tours of the studio between the recording at the console and admire the various details
of seasons. And the gap between recording of the set really is a special experience. We
of Series 10 and the 2017 Christmas special were then able to wander around the rest
was one such occasion. Determined to grab of the studio where the police box, a Dalek
ƚŚŝƐŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ͕/ƐŶĂƉƉĞĚƵƉƐŽŵĞƟĐŬĞƚƐ͕ and a few props from Series 10 could also be
booked the train and hotel, and in May 2017 seen.
ǁĞŚĞĂĚĞĚŽīƚŽĂƌĚŝīƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞŽĐƚŽƌ
Who Experience and set tour.
It remains to be seen whether there will be
more Doctor Who set tours in the future. I
Our set tour was booked for the Sunday (the hope so. It’s nice for fans who have been so
very last day of this round of tours) so this loyal to the show over the years to have the
gave us the opportunity to check out some chance to connect with it in such a real and
of the Doctor Who ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ ŝŶ ĂƌĚŝī ŽŶ meaningful way. Doctor Who is for everyone
the Saturday. We visited the shop where and giving people the opportunity to have
Rose worked, the Millennium Centre and this behind-the-scenes glimpse can only be
tĂƚĞƌdŽǁĞƌŝŶĂƌĚŝīĂǇ;ĨĂŵŽƵƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌ a good thing. c
appearances in Torchwood) and Eddie’s
Diner (the American-style diner seen in both
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Interview
The Convention Organisers

I acquired a contact number and had an
ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ 'ĂƌǇ &ŝŶŶĞǇ͕
who was co-running the group as well as coĞĚŝƟŶŐƚŚĞĨĂŶǌŝŶĞShockeye’s Kitchen. I went
ĂůŽŶŐƚŽŵǇĮƌƐƚŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ƐƟůůŐŝŐŐůŝŶŐĂƚŵǇ
wife’s warnings that these would certainly
weird people and that I was not to give
by Ian Wheeler be
out my phone number or address. It all
Beginning a new series of interviews, we’re ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƌĞʹďĞƩĞƌůĂƚĞƚŚĂŶŶĞǀĞƌ͊
going to be catching up with some of the DǇĮƌƐƚĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶǁĂƐWĂŶŽƉƟĐŽŶϮϬϬϬŝŶ
talented individuals who organise Doctor DĂŶĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ͕ǁŚĞƌĞ/ƐƉĞŶƚŵŽƐƚŽĨŵǇƟŵĞ
Who ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐƵƉĂŶĚĚŽǁŶƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘ ĂůŽŶĞ͕ďƵƚǁŚŝĐŚ/ƐƟůůůŽǀĞĚ͘
Steve Hatcher is a popular member of
fandom who for many years has been running ϯ͘ zŽƵƌ ĞƌďǇͲďĂƐĞĚ ůŽĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉ͕ ƚŚĞ
the Derby-based ‘Whoovers’ local group and tŚŽŽǀĞƌƐ͕ŚĂƐďĞĞŶŐŽŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞďĞƐƚƉĂƌƚ
ƚŚĞŝƌƌĞŐƵůĂƌtŚŽŽǀĞƌǀŝůůĞĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘Ian of two decades. What’s the secret of its
Wheeler caught up with him.
success?

STEVE HATCHER

ϭ͘ tŚĞŶ ĚŝĚǇŽƵ ĮƌƐƚ ŐĞƚ ŝŶƚŽ ŽĐƚŽƌ tŚŽ dŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ Ă ůŽŶŐ ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ ŽĨ ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚ tŚŽ
and what are your early memories of fandom in Derby, going back to the midǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͍
80s, long before I moved up here, with
ŐƌŽƵƉƐ ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ tŚŽƚŽƉŝĂ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ ĨĂŶ ĮůŵƐ
dŚĞĮƌƐƚĞƉŝƐŽĚĞ/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŝƐWĂƌƚKŶĞŽĨ (most memorably, A Fan Called Nigel) and
The Web Planet ʹ / ĐůĞĂƌůǇ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ƚŚĞ publishing fanzines such as Fan Grok and
ƌĂƚĞƌ ŽĨ EĞĞĚůĞƐ ƐĞƚ͘ / ĂůƐŽ ŚĂǀĞ Ă ǀĂŐƵĞ ůĂƚĞƌƚŚĞĂĨŽƌĞŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚShockeye’s Kitchen.
memory of an episode that I now think Although those groups faded in the 1990s,
was Episode 1 of dŚĞ DĂƐƐĂĐƌĞ. However, the core individuals stayed in touch and
although I was always aware of Doctor Who, formed the basis of The Whoovers, which
/ƐĂǁǀĞƌǇůŝƩůĞŽĨŝƚĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞϭϵϲϬƐ͘tŚĞŶ
I was young, Saturday evening was always
spent at my Grandparents’ house, and
ŵǇ 'ƌĂŶĚĂĚ ǁŽƵůĚ ŽŶůǇ ĞǀĞƌ ǁĂƚĐŚ /ds ʹ
whatever was on. So, I only got to see Doctor
Who if I was ill and couldn’t go there. When
I was a bit older, the Christmas Omnibus of
The Sea Devils got me properly hooked, and
apart from when I was studying abroad in
1979-80, I stayed with it then through to the
end.
Ϯ͘ ŶĚ ŚŽǁ ĚŝĚ ǇŽƵ ŐĞƚ ĂĐƟǀĞůǇ ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ
with fandom?
The 30th ŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ ŝŶ ϭϵϵϯ ĮƌĞĚ ƵƉ ŵǇ
ĨĂŶŐĞŶĞƐĂŐĂŝŶĂŶĚ/ďĞŐĂŶĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐǀŝĚĞŽ
tapes, books etc, but had never been to a
ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶĂŶĚŚĂĚŶŽĐŽŶƚĂĐƚǁŝƚŚĂŶǇĨĂŶ
groups.
In 2000 when I was nearly 42, I heard about
a new Who fan group The Whoovers, that
had been going about 6 months by then.
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was formed in 1999. Over the years, people
have come and gone, people have moved
away, died or just grown up and lost the
enthusiasm, but others have come along and
ƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚ ƚŚĞŵ͘ EƵŵďĞƌƐ ŚĂǀĞ ŶĞǀĞƌ ĨĂůůĞŶ
away to such a degree that it wasn’t worth
carrying on. We have always held monthly
ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐŝŶǀĞŶƵĞƐĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďůĞƚŽĂůůĂŐĞƐ;ŶŽƚ
in a pub) and have always tried to do things
ĂƚƚŚŽƐĞŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͕ŶŽƚũƵƐƚƐŝƚĂŶĚƚĂůŬ;ƚŚĂƚ
ĚŽĞƐ ŐŽ ŽŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƉƵď ĂŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐͿ͘ tĞ ĚŽ
quizzes, games, Desert Island Docs, monthly
ƌĂŋĞƐ͕ĂŶĂŶŶƵĂůĂƵĐƟŽŶĂŶĚǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌĞůƐĞ
occurs to us. The idea is to make it fun. I took
over running the group in 2001 and since
then we have tried to get special guests about
ĨŽƵƌƟŵĞƐĂǇĞĂƌ͘KƵƌĮƌƐƚŐƵĞƐƚƐǁĞƌĞWĂƵů
Ebbs and Steve Johnson, who were working
ǁŝƚŚsĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞĂŶĚǁĞƐŽŽŶŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞĚ
ƚŽŽƚŚĞƌǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ;ZŽď^ŚĞĂƌŵĂŶ͕EŝĐŬƌŝŐŐƐ
and Terrance Dicks early on), companions
(Anneke Wills, Sophie Aldred, Mary Tamm,
WĞƚĞƌWƵƌǀĞƐ͕ĂŶĚƐŽŵĂŶǇŵŽƌĞͿ͕ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ
ĐƌĞǁ ĂŶĚ ŐƵĞƐƚ ĂĐƚŽƌƐ͘ tĞ ĮŶĂůůǇ ŐŽƚ Ă
Doctor, when Sylvester was in panto in
Derby in 2009-10. We have raised funds at
ŽƵƌ ĂƵĐƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ďǇ ŽƵƌ ƌĂŋĞƐ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŚĂƐ
allowed us to pay guests’ fees and we have
also occasionally worked with Tenth Planet
and Fantom Films, who have brought guests
ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘ KƵƌ ƌĞĐŽƌĚ ĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ Ăƚ Ă
ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ŚĂƐ ďĞĞŶ ŽǀĞƌ ϵϬ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕
on two occasions, when our guests were Katy
DĂŶŶŝŶŐĂŶĚDĂƩŚĞǁtĂƚĞƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘

ĚŽŝŶŐĂĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘ŐƌŽƵƉŽĨƵƐŚĂĚĐƌĞǁĞĚ
ĂƚdĞŶƚŚWůĂŶĞƚ͛ƐĂĚtŽůĨĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕ǁŚĞŶŝƚ
came to (nearly) our home territory of Stokeon-Trent in 2006 and I became a Tenth Planet
ƌĞŐƵůĂƌĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŶ͕ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
splendid Derek Hambly. In 2008, Rob Cope of
Colin Baker Online asked us to co-organise
ǁŝƚŚŚŝŵĂŶĞǀĞŶƚĂƚƚŚĞ'ůĂĚƐƚŽŶĞWŽƩĞƌǇ
Museum, also in Stoke, which featured Colin,
Rob Shearman and Terry Molloy, and which
went very well. In many respects these were
the dress rehearsals for Whooverville.
We had gained a bit of experience but we now
wanted to organise our own event, which we
called Whooverville. Incidentally it took us
about 30 seconds to choose that name, at
ůĞĂƐƚƚŚƌĞĞŽĨƵƐƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŶŐŝƚƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇ͘
dŚĞƉƌŽďůĞŵǁĂƐƚŚĂƚǁĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĂīŽƌĚŝƚ͘
So we came up with a scheme.

One of our members, Ian Farrington who by
then had moved to that London to work with
ŝŐ &ŝŶŝƐŚ͕ ŚĂĚ Ă ƌĞůĂƟǀĞ ǁŚŽ ǁĂƐ ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ
at The Midland Railway, a steam/heritage
railway north of Derby and told us that they
were looking to host an event, having lost
the rights to do Thomas the Tank Engine at
ƚŚĂƚ ƟŵĞ͘ tĞ ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚ Ă ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ĂŶĚ ŵǇ
dear friend the late Robbie Langton and I
went up and made what I thought was a
cheeky proposal. We would organise a oneĚĂǇ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞŵ͕ ƚŽ ďĞ ŚĞůĚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ
engine shed at their lovely site at Swanwick,
ƚŚĞǇ ǁŽƵůĚ ƐĞůů ƚŚĞ ƟĐŬĞƚƐ ĂŶĚ ŬĞĞƉ ƚŚĞ
ƉƌŽĮƚƐ͕ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞǇ ǁŽƵůĚ ƉĂǇ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĞǀĞŶƚ ʹ
guests’ fees, expenses, the lot. Somewhat
to my surprise, the idea was accepted and
a budget and date agreed on, Sunday 6th
September 2009. We put together a guest
ůŝƐƚ ďǇ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƟŶŐ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǁŚŽ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ
ŐƵĞƐƚƐĂƚŽƵƌ&ƌŝĚĂǇŶŝŐŚƚŵĞĞƟŶŐƐʹŶŶĞŬĞ
tŝůůƐ͕EŝĐŬƌŝŐŐƐ͕'ĂƌǇZƵƐƐĞůů͕/ĂŶ&ĂŝƌďĂŝƌŶ͕
Glen McCoy, Cheryl Hall (who was working in
ƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƐĐŚŽŽůĂƐŵĞŝŶŚĞƐƚĞƌĮĞůĚͿ͖ĂŶĚ
Derek put us in touch with Colin Baker, who
ϰ͘ ,Žǁ ĚŝĚ tŚŽŽǀĞƌǀŝůůĞ ŐĞƚ ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ͍ ŶĚ agreed to be our headliner.
ĚŝĚǇŽƵĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞƚŚĂƚŝƚǁŽƵůĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽ
I was determined to get the Doctor Who
be so successful for so long?
podcast community involved. I had become
Once we had made a few contacts with a regular listener to a number of shows, so
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ ŐƵĞƐƚƐ͕ ǁĞ ŽŌĞŶ ƚĂůŬĞĚ ĂďŽƵƚ contacted with some of my favourites and
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ŽĐƚŽƌ tŚŽ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘ dŚĞ tŚŽŽǀĞƌƐ
ŐƌŽƵƉŝƐĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇƉĂŝĚďǇYhƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ
Ă ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘ Yh ƐĞůůƐ ƚŚĞ ƟĐŬĞƚƐ ĂŶĚ
keeps the takings, we choose and book the
ŐƵĞƐƚƐ ĂŶĚ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ Ăŝŵ ƚŽ ŵĂŬĞ Ă ƉƌŽĮƚ͘ dŚŝƐ
ǁĂǇ͕ ǁĞ ŐĞƚ ŽƵƌ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ
ƚŽƌŝƐŬŽƵƌŽǁŶŵŽŶĞǇ͘EƵŵďĞƌƐŚĂǀĞƌŝƐĞŶ
ƐƚĞĂĚŝůǇ ŽǀĞƌ ƚŚĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ ƵŶƟů ůĂƐƚ ǇĞĂƌ͕ Ăƚ
dŚĂƚ ĮƌƐƚ tŚŽŽǀĞƌǀŝůůĞ ǁĂƐ Ă ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ Whooverville 9, we had around 250 people
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͕ ǁŝƚŚ ƐŽŵĞ ϳϬ ĂƩĞŶĚĞĞƐ ĂƌƌŝǀŝŶŐ ĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ͘
Ăƚ ƵƩĞƌůĞǇ ^ƚĂƟŽŶ͕ ƚŽ ďĞ ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ ƚŽ
ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĞŶŐŝŶĞ ƐŚĞĚ Ăƚ Did we think it would go on this long?
the Swanwick end of the line by steam Well, once we had a success, I couldn’t see
train. However, we felt we had achieved ǁŚǇ ŝƚ ƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘ ZŝƐŝŶŐ ŐƵĞƐƚƐ
something and the feedback was great. The fees are a problem as is the sheer number
following year, word of mouth was working ŽĨ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ ŐŽŝŶŐ ŽŶ͕ Ăůů ĐŽŵƉĞƟŶŐ ƚŽ
ŝŶŽƵƌĨĂǀŽƵƌĂŶĚǁĞƚŽƉƉĞĚϭϬϬĂƩĞŶĚĞĞƐ͘ ĂƩƌĂĐƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŐƵĞƐƚƐ͘/ĨŝƚĐŽŵĞƐƚŽĂŶĞŶĚ
However, it was clear that a steam railway, someday, that will probably be why.
in the middle of nowhere on a Sunday was
ĨĂƌ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ŝĚĞĂů ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͘ tŚĂƚ ŵĂĚĞ ŽƵƌ I want to pay tribute to some good friends
minds up was a number of problems that we of our event. First and foremost there is
ŚĂĚĂƚƚŚĂƚƐĞĐŽŶĚĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘dŚĞDŝĚůĂŶĚ my extraordinarily talented co-organiser,
ZĂŝůǁĂǇŝƐĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƐŝƚĞĂŶĚƚŚĞǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ Andrew-Mark Thompson, who has been my
were lovely and had a real passion for what trusted right hand man throughout, and
ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĚŽŝŶŐ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ͘ the wonderful Whoovers team, including
It seemed as if everyone there belonged to John Smith, Alan Darlington, Steve Hardy,
ŽŶĞĨĂĐƟŽŶŽƌĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĞĂĐŚŽĨǁŚŝĐŚŚĂƚĞĚ Gary Finney Zair, Angelina Olding and many,
all the others. Volunteers at one end of the many others including the late and lamented
line hated those at the other. Steam people Robbie Langton and Lee Lambert.
hated diesel people and they all looked down
on the narrow guage people. We arrived to Derek Hambly has been a huge supporter
ƐĞƚƵƉƚŚĞĚĂǇďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƚŽĮŶĚ ƐŝŶĐĞ tŚŽŽǀĞƌǀŝůůĞ ϭ͕ ĐŽŶƚĂĐƟŶŐ ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů
ĂĚŝĞƐĞůůŽĐŽŵŽƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞĞŶŐŝŶĞƐŚĞĚ͕ďĞŝŶŐ guests for us and also bringing some great
spray painted.
sponsored guests every year.
invited them to take part in a podcasters’
panel. This paid dividends, with lots of free
publicity, but since then, we have also been
Ă ƐŽƌƚ ŽĨ ƵŶŽĸĐŝĂů ƉŽĚĐĂƐƚĞƌƐ͛ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕
with the podcasters’ panel evolving into
a second stage in which podcasters have
access to our guests.

“But”, we enquired, half joking, “It’ll be gone The Fantom Films boys Dexter and Paul,
ďǇƚŽŵŽƌƌŽǁʹǇŽƵƉƌŽŵŝƐĞĚƵƐƚŚĞƐŚĞĚƚŽ ŚĂǀĞĂůƐŽďĞĞŶĨĂďƵůŽƵƐĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ
ourselves.”
to support us with top quality sponsored
guests.
͞EŽ͕ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞƉĂŝŶƟŶŐŝƚŝŶŚĞƌĞ͕ĂůůǁĞĞŬĞŶĚ͘͟
dŚŽƐĞ ǁŚŽ ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ tŚŽŽǀĞƌǀŝůůĞ Ϯ ǁŝůů
ƐƟůůƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĞĨƵŵĞƐ͕ƐŽŵĞĐĂŵĞĐůŽƐĞ
ƚŽ ƉĂƐƐŝŶŐ ŽƵƚ͘ tĞ ŶĞĞĚĞĚ ĂŶ ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ
venue.
Ǉ ƚŚŝƐ ƟŵĞ͕ ƚŚĞ ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ ŶĞǁ Yh ĂƌƚƐ
centre, right in the middle of Derby had
opened, so we talked to our contact there,
Adam Marsh and agreed a similar deal with
him to that we had had at the railway. As far as
I know, this is a unique arrangement among
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Robert Dick has been a great source of advice
and has come up every year to help and to
provide his superb interviewing skills.
Siobhan Gallichan has been an excellent
Podcaster Wrangler; the Staggering Stories
ŐĂŶŐ ŚĂǀĞ ŵĂĚĞ Ă ďŝŐ ĞīŽƌƚ ƚŽ ĐŽŵĞ ĂůŽŶŐ
every year and are great friends of our event;
Michael Gilroy-Sinclair has each year made
his own trailers for Whooverville, which he
has added to his Tin Dog Podcast. There are
so many other podcaster friends whom I
ĐŽƵůĚŵĞŶƟŽŶƚŽŽ͘dŚĂŶŬƐƚŽĂůůŽĨƚŚĞŵ͘

a room (for once it had to be a pub). We
ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚƉƵƫŶŐƚŚĞǁŽƌĚŽƵƚĂŶĚŝŶĨŽƵƌĚĂǇƐ
managed to put together a very successful
ĞǀĞŶƚ͕ǁŝƚŚŽǀĞƌϱϬĂƩĞŶĚĞĞƐ͘^ǇůǀĞƐƚĞƌǁĂƐ
ĐůĞĂƌůǇƟƌĞĚ͕ďƵƚǁĂƐŽŶƐƉĂƌŬůŝŶŐĨŽƌŵ͘
6. What do you think are the key ingredients
ŽĨĂƚƌƵůǇƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͍

ďŽǀĞ Ăůů ŐŽŽĚ ŐƵĞƐƚƐ ʹ ŝĚĞĂůůǇ Ă ŵŝǆ ŽĨ
new and classic series, old favourites and
ŶĞǁ ĨĂĐĞƐ͕ ĂĐƚŽƌƐ ĂŶĚ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ ƐƚĂī͘ 
good dealers’ room; a comfortable venue;
competent, friendly and approachable
5. What’s your favourite memory of an ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶ͕ǁŚŝĐŚǁŚŝůĞďĞŝŶŐƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů
event that you’ve organised? And are there ŝƐ ŶŽƚ ƚƌǇŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƌŝƉ ƉĞŽƉůĞ Žī͘ ƉĂƌƚ ĨƌŽŵ
ĂŶǇĨƵŶŶǇŽƌƵŶƵƐƵĂůŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐƐƚŚĂƚŚĂǀĞ Whooverville, I would always point to the
occurred at an event or behind the scenes? ĮƌƐƚ ĐŽƵƉůĞ ŽĨ ŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕
ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĞĚďǇŵǇĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶͲŽƌŐĂŶŝƐŝŶŐŚĞƌŽ
They are mostly concerned with our Dave Price, which achieved all of the above.
tŚŽŽǀĞƌƐ ŐƵĞƐƚ ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͕ ƌĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ ĂƌǇ tŽŽĚǁĂƌĚ͛Ɛ ZĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ ŚĂĚ ƚŚĂƚ
tŚŽŽǀĞƌǀŝůůĞ͘ DĞĞƟŶŐ dĞƌƌĂŶĐĞ ŝĐŬƐ ŽŶ Ă ƚŽŽʹĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ/ŽŶůǇŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽŐĞƚƚŽŽŶĞ
number of occasions has been a privilege as of those.
ǁĂƐ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁŝŶŐ ĂƌƌǇ >ĞƩƐ͕ Ăƚ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
ůĂƐƚ ŽĐƚŽƌ tŚŽ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞ ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ͘ ϳ͘ DŽƌĞ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƌĞ ĐĞůĞďƌŝƟĞƐ ƐĞĞŵ ƚŽ ďĞ
There are a number of special interviews ĐŚĂƌŐŝŶŐ ĨŽƌ ĂƵƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ ĂŶĚ ͚ƐĞůĮĞƐ͛ Ăƚ
that I have been lucky enough to do; Katy some events these days - what is your view
Manning, whose head somehow ended up on that?
ŝŶ ŵǇ ůĂƉ͖ 'ƌĂĞŵĞ ,ĂƌƉĞƌ ʹ ŵǇ ŵĞŵŽƌǇ ŝƐ
that all I said was “So, Graeme,” and two A big, big problem. You cannot blame the
ŚŽƵƌƐůĂƚĞƌ͕ŚĞǁĂƐƐƟůůƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐͲĂŶĚďĞŝŶŐ ĐĞůĞďƌŝƟĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞǇ ĂƌĞ ŝŶ ĚĞŵĂŶĚ ĂŶĚ ǁŝƚŚ
ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ͖ĂŶĚƐŽŵĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͘
so many events around, they can pick and
choose where they go and to a degree,
dŚĞ ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ what they charge. Touch wood, this has not
Sylvester was extraordinary. When he was in ĂīĞĐƚĞĚƵƐǇĞƚ͘tĞďŽŽŬŐƵĞƐƚƐŽŶƚŚĞďĂƐŝƐ
Derby to launch the panto for the press, at that they will sign autographs as part of
the end of the summer of 2009, we provided what we are paying them for. Whooverville
a Dalek. I set a bit of an ambush and sent ĂƩĞŶĚĞĞƐĞǆƉĞĐƚƚŽŐĞƚƚŚĞŝƌĂƵƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐĨŽƌ
two of our most appealing and (frankly) cute free and (within reason) unlimited. I’m afraid
child members to ask Sylvester to agree to that we might have to say “no thank you” if
ĚŽĂŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƵƐ͘,ŽǁĐŽƵůĚŚĞƌĞĨƵƐĞ͍ Ă ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů ŐƵĞƐƚ ŵĂĚĞ ƐƵĐŚ ĚĞŵĂŶĚƐ͘ tĞ
We swapped phone numbers and agreed tend to hear if that is likely to happen and
that, although he would be very busy, if a then don’t approach that person. I hope
ĨƌĞĞĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶŽƌĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĐĂŵĞƵƉŚĞǁŽƵůĚ ƚŚĂƚ ŽƵƌ ĂƩĞŶĚĞĞƐ ŬŶŽǁ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ǁŝůů ŐĞƚ
give me a call. And so in early December on the best line up that we can for them each
a Tuesday morning, I was at work (teacher) year. If that doesn’t include a Doctor or a
had just dismissed my period one class and lot of companions, then there will be other
was preparing for period two, when my ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƚŽ ŵĞĞƚ͘ ^Ž ĨĂƌ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ
phone rang (it should by rights have been have worked well.
ƚƵƌŶĞĚŽīͿ͘/ƚǁĂƐ^ǇůǀĞƐƚĞƌ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĨƌĞĞƚŚĂƚ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͕ ĐŽƵůĚ ǁĞ ƵƐĞ Śŝŵ͍ KĨ
course we could. I rang Robbie and he booked
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ϴ͘tŚĂƚƐŽƌƚŽĨĞǀĞŶƚƐĚŽǇŽƵǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨĞŶũŽǇ DǇ ĮƌƐƚ ĨĂŶǌŝŶĞ ǁƌŝƟŶŐ ǁĂƐ ĨŽƌ Shockeye’s
ĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ͍
Kitchen, which was such fun, and I then
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĂŶĂĚŝĂŶ t/E ĨĂŶǌŝŶĞ
We have a young daughter, so I don’t get Enlightenment and to TSV͕ĨƌŽŵEĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚ
to many events these days. In recent years, ;ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ / ŚĂǀĞ ŶŽ ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ ĞŝƚŚĞƌ
I have loved going back to the Tenth Planet ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇͿ͘/ŚĂĚŶ͛ƚǁƌŝƩĞŶĨŽƌCT for years, but
ŝŵĞŶƐŝŽŶƐĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕ǁŚĞƌĞ/ŚĂǀĞĂŐĂŝŶ I have been very happy to return to that in
helped out, but sadly that isn’t happening ƌĞĐĞŶƚƟŵĞƐ͕ǁŚĞŶŝŶŵǇǀŝĞǁ͕ƚŚĞŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ
this year. There have been some fun events has undergone something of a resurgence.
ĂƚƚŚĞEĂƟŽŶĂů^ƉĂĐĞĞŶƚƌĞĂƚ>ĞŝĐĞƐƚĞƌƚŽŽ͘ I suppose the joy of fanzines, in as much as
I mostly restrict myself to Doctor Who events ƚŚĞǇƐƟůůĞǆŝƐƚ͕ŝƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĂůůŽǁĨĂŶƐƚŽƚĂůŬ
ĂŶĚĨĂƌƉƌĞĨĞƌƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶƐƚŽƚŚĞ ƚŽĨĂŶƐʹƚŽĚĞůǀĞŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŵŝŶƵƟĂĞŝŶĂǁĂǇ
Comic-con style autograph fair event. I am that a magazine such as DWM (wonderful as
not a big autograph collector, so for me they it is), which has to aim at least in part at the
ĂƌĞĂďŝƚŽĨĂǁĂƐƚĞŽĨƟŵĞ͘/ƚĚŽĞƐĂŶŶŽǇŵĞ mainstream, cannot do. c
ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ͕ǁŚĞŶĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐĂƌĞŵĂĚĞĂůŽŶŐ
the lines of, “How come it costs £45 for a day
ĂƚtŚŽŽǀĞƌǀŝŝůůĞ;ƟĐŬĞƚƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨƌŽŵYh
ďŽǆͲŽĸĐĞͿ͕ ǁŚĞŶ / ĐĂŶ ŐŽ ƚŽ ,ĂƉƉǇƚŽǁŶ
Comic-con for £10 for the day?” Of course,
the answer is that at Happytown, you then
will pay £20 plus for each autograph you buy,
or if that’s not your thing, you’ll probably
ŚĂǀĞ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ůŽŽŬ Ăƚ ƐŽŵĞ ƐƚĂůůƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ
wander home again, whereas we provide a
full day’s entertainment. How much is it for
ĂƟĐŬĞƚĨŽƌϰϱŵŝŶƵƚĞƐĂƚĂWƌĞŵŝĞƌ>ĞĂŐƵĞ
football match?
9. You’ve become quite a ‘name’ in fandom
ǁŝƚŚ ďŽƚŚ ǇŽƵƌ ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶͲŽƌŐĂŶŝƐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ
ǇŽƵƌǁƌŝƟŶŐ͘,ŽǁĚŽĞƐŝƚĨĞĞůƚŽďĞĂůŝƩůĞ
bit famous?
Oh, I don’t think that’s right at all. It’s
Whooverville that is well-known, not me.
Although I suppose that because I am big,
beardy and quite loud, people tend to know
ǁŚŽ / Ăŵ͘ / ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ ǁƌŝƩĞŶ ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůůǇ
since Big Finish Short Trips, so that was
Ă ůŽŶŐ ƟŵĞ ĂŐŽ͕ ďƵƚ / ĚŽ ĞŶũŽǇ ƉƵƫŶŐ
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌƚŚĞŽĚĚƐƚŽƌǇʹƚŚĞƐĞĚĂǇƐĐŽŶĮŶĞĚ
ƚŽĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐƚŽĐŚĂƌŝƚǇĂŶƚŚŽůŽŐŝĞƐƐƵĐŚ
as Time Shadows. I am having great fun now
ĞĚŝƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĨŽůůŽǁͲƵƉ ǀŽůƵŵĞ͕ ĐƵŶŶŝŶŐůǇ
ĞŶƟƚůĞĚTime Shadows 2, which is something
I haven’t done before.
10. You’re a regular scribe for Cosmic
DĂƐƋƵĞ͛Ɛ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͕ ĞůĞƐƟĂů
dŽǇƌŽŽŵ͘tŚĂƚĚŽǇŽƵĞŶũŽǇĂďŽƵƚǁƌŝƟŶŐ
for CT and other fanzines?
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Sydney Newman
dŚĞ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ ŽĨ Doctor Who’s
semicentennial,
unbelievably
already
diminishing into the distant past, brought
with them more than the typical wave of
nostalgia for the early days of a popular
ƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͘ ŌĞƌĂůů͕ ĨĞǁƐŚŽǁƐ
outside the major soaps can hope to have
such a prodigious life expectancy; and, if
truth be told, a great deal of fans’ enjoyment
of Who already rests on the hazy memories of
childhood scares and black-and-white heroics
from long-deleted serials. Would I, for one,
have been so excited for the show’s return
in 2005 had I not dimly recalled primary
ƐĐŚŽŽůŶŝŐŚƚŵĂƌĞƐŽĨEŝĐŚŽůĂƐWĂƌƐŽŶƐďĞŝŶŐ
ĮŶŐĞƌŶĂŝůĞĚ ƚŽ ĚĞĂƚŚ ŝŶ Fenric? Honestly, I
doubt it.
But Doctor Who, to a greater extent than any
ŽƚŚĞƌ ds ƐĞƌŝĞƐ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶ
of inferior American cousin Star Trek, is more
than just a television show: it is an industry
ĂŶĚ Ă ƐƉĂǁŶĞƌ ŽĨ ĐŽƩĂŐĞ ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĞƐ͘  KŶĞ
of the salient features of its fandom is a
ŐĞŶƵŝŶĞ ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĞīŽƌƚƐ ĂŶĚ
achievements of the many behind-theƐĐĞŶĞƐ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ǁŚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ůĞŶƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ƚĂůĞŶƚƐ
ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽǁ͛Ɛ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĮŌŝĞƚŚ
anniversary has given diligent researchers a
window of opportunity in which interest is
seen as high enough that there is an evident
ŵĂƌŬĞƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĮŶĚŝŶŐƐ ;ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͕ ŝŶ ƚƌƵƚŚ͕
the market is always there, just rarely as
clamorous).

ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͗ ^ǇŶĚĞǇ EĞǁŵĂŶ͕ ƚŚĞ ŝĚĞĂƐ ŵĂŶ
ĂŶĚ ƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ ĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ ǁŚŽ͕ ĂůŽŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ
producer Verity Lambert, can claim to be
both parent and midwife to the programme.
EĞǁŵĂŶ͛ƐůŝĨĞǁĂƐĂƌŝĐŚĂŶĚǀĂƌŝĞĚŽŶĞ͕ĂŶĚ
Danes accentuates the accessibility of the
ƐƵďũĞĐƚ ŵĂƩĞƌ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ĐůĞĂƌ͕ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶĂů
prose style that invites the casual enquirer
and the interested generalist. More academic
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐŽĨďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞƉƵƚŽī͕
however, because Danes may write for the
lay reader but he is serious enough about his
subject to include bibliographical sources for
the story he weaves.
Publishers Digital Entropy have done their
ďĞƐƚƚŽŽďƐĐƵƌĞŵĂƩĞƌƐďǇƌĞĨƵƐŝŶŐƚŽĞŶŐĂŐĞ
the services of a decent proofreader, but
ĂŶĞƐ͛ƉƌŽƐĞŝƐƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚůǇĐůĞĂƌĂŶĚůĂĐŬŝŶŐ
ĐŽŶǀŽůƵƟŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĞīŽƌƚƐ ĨĂŝů ƚŽ ŵĂŬĞ
the text unreadable. That Digital Entropy and
ĂŶĞƐ ĂƉƉĞĂƌ ƚŽ ďĞ ĐŽŶƚĞƌŵŝŶŽƵƐ ĞŶƟƟĞƐ
makes the decision not to proof extensively
both more and less explicable; clearly there
is no money in the pot to employ a subeditor,
but one would have thought that the point of
vanity publishing was to show one’s work in
the best light.
dŽƚŚĞƐĐŚŽůĂƌƐŚŝƉŽĨƚŚĞďŽŽŬ/ĐĂŶŶŽƚĂƩĞƐƚ͕
being that Mr Danes clearly knows far more
ƚŚĂŶ / ĞǀĞƌ ĚŝĚ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ůŝĨĞ ĂŶĚ ƟŵĞƐ ŽĨ
ƚŚĞ ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ ĂŶĂĚŝĂŶ ǁŚŽ ŐŝŌĞĚ Doctor
Who ƚŽƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͖ďƵƚĂƐĂŶŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƚŽ
^ǇĚŶĞǇEĞǁŵĂŶĂŶĚƚŚĞůŝĨĞŚĞůĞĚďĞĨŽƌĞ͕
ĚƵƌŝŶŐĂŶĚĂŌĞƌŚŝƐƉĞƌŝŽĚŽĨŐƌĞĂƚĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ
ŝŶƌŝƟƐŚƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͕ŝƚƐĞƌǀĞƐĂĚŵŝƌĂďůǇ͘c

Enter the frame one Mr Ryan Danes, whose
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƚŽƚŚĞƉĂŶŽƉůǇŽĨWho research
is this slim volume of biography on one of
ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ ĮŐƵƌĞƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͛
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